
Whakatauki -
Māori Proverb

Mā te kimi ka
kite, mā te kite

ka mōhio, mā te
mōhio ka
mārama

Seek and discover.
Discover and know.
Know and become

enlightened.

Kia Ora, Ola,
Namaste

Greetings from the
Principal

NEWSLETTER
St John's Girls' School 5 September 2025

It has been another very busy fortnight in our kura. It seems we are starting to come out the other side of
the winter illnesses, coughs and colds. Hopefully, the warmer weather arrives in time for the holiday
break, which is fast approaching. 

It is always a hive of activity at our school, and it is wonderful to see our girls engaged in their learning
and keen to share their understandings and curiosities with others. 

I spent some time teaching maths in Room 2 this week, and I was impressed by how well the girls could
articulate their thinking, ask great questions, and help each other understand new concepts. It was a
room full of busy mathematicians excited to show me their discoveries!

Also, I was invited to play a multiplication game with some wonderful girls from Room 3. They
confidently explained the rules and were great sports, encouraging me as we played. Just like the
students in Room 2, they were able to articulate their thinking with ease. They also had no trouble letting
me know when I made a mistake and getting me back on track!

Our goal is to empower our girls to be confident, connected, and lifelong learners. These are just two
small examples of the many I've seen over the past fortnight that show we are doing just that.

Pirates of the Curry Bean
Our production is looking spectacular, and we are excited to make our way to CentreStage in a couple of
weeks. 

Tickets are selling fast, so don’t miss out. Tickets can be purchased here:
https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2025/aug/pirates-of-the-curry-bean

Uniform Expectations
We are proud of our uniform at St John’s, and ensuring our uniform is worn correctly shows respect and
pride in our school. 

Our uniform expectations have been updated on our school website, and classroom teachers have gone
through these expectations with the girls. There are no surprises; the expectations have been reviewed to
ensure they are communicated clearly to the girls and whānau. There are even photo examples to help
you!

Please take the time to review these with your daughter.https://www.stjohnsgirls.school.nz/information-
for-parents/uniform/

School Shoes
Girls are required to wear black lace-up shoes or T Bar buckle shoes as part of their school uniform. We
expect our junior syndicate girls to wear T Bar shoes until they can consistently tie and manage their own
shoelaces. The U Shop and Number 1 Shoes both stock acceptable black dress shoes. 

Examples of correct school shoes are pictured below: 

https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2025/aug/pirates-of-the-curry-bean
https://www.stjohnsgirls.school.nz/information-for-parents/uniform/
https://www.stjohnsgirls.school.nz/information-for-parents/uniform/
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Holly Bradshaw
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Summer Uniform
As we approach the end of Term 3, now is a great time to ensure your daughter is ready for the change to
her summer uniform in Term 4.

A key part of our summer uniform is the navy blue sunhat, which is compulsory for all girls to wear when
they are outside during Terms 1 and 4. The best options are bucket or wide-brimmed hats, as they offer
the best sun protection. There is a great selection of appropriate hats for sale at The Warehouse. 

We also have a new summer dress design being introduced. Our previous manufacturer can no longer
provide the current style, so we are transitioning to a very similar new design. We expect these new
dresses to arrive on the first day of Term 4. If your daughter needs a new dress and her size isn't available
immediately, she is welcome to wear her winter uniform until her new dress arrives. Mrs Lang will make
sure she gets one as soon as the dresses arrive.

If your daughter has any uniform requirements, please contact Mrs Marise Lang on
mlang@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

Southland Science and Technology Fair
Over 30 projects from our school were entered into the Southland Science and Technology Fair this week.
Tonight, we have a large number of students receiving prizes at the ceremony at the Invercargill
Workingmens Club. We don't know the exact awards yet, but we will be sure to share the full results with
you once they are announced later this evening. We look forward to celebrating their mahi!

Invercargill Area Speech Final
I would like to extend a special congratulations to Gracie Dennis for representing our school so proudly at
the recent Invercargill Area Speech Final. The event was a wonderful showcase of high-quality speeches
from across our city.

While Gracie didn't advance to the Grand Final, we are incredibly proud of her accomplishments in the
competition. Her speech was so compelling that I am sure she has inspired many, including me, to start a
bucket list!

The Learner First Workshops
On Thursday, October 23, St John's will host our cluster school group, including Salford, Windsor North, and Waikaia schools. This is part of
our ongoing mathematics journey with Sue Pine from The Learner First.

A small number of staff from each school will observe in classrooms as Sue models different math lessons with our girls. This is a wonderful
opportunity for other professionals to visit our school and for our students to see that teachers are learners too!

Staff Only Day - Term 4
We have a Staff Only Day on Tuesday, 28 October, directly after the Labour Day holiday. School will be closed for instruction on this date.  The
focus of the day will be on embedding the refreshed mathematics and statistics curriculum into our year-level planning.

Hopefully, the girls will enjoy the extra-long weekend!

Library and Reading Books Amnesty
Many of our junior readers and library books are overdue. Please help your daughter look around your home for any books that belong to the
school and return them as soon as you can.

Have an enjoyable and relaxing weekend. 

Ma te wa!

mailto:mlang@stjohnsgirls.school.nz


CALENDAR OFCALENDAR OF
EVENTSEVENTS

Rm 2 Parent/Teacher Interviews
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
KIPRRR Day [non-uniform]
Sausage Sizzle & Chill
Māori Language Week
Production Dress Rehearsal [all day]
SMAC Maths [JHC Snr Campus]
  - Yr 7   5.00-5.30pm
  - Yr 8   5.45-6.15pm
Production Performance [7pm -  
  CentreStage]
Production Performance [7pm - 
 CentreStage]
Last day of Term 3
Jnr Syndicate Pirate Day

SEPTEMBER
8/9
10
12

15-16
16
17

18

19

Day one of Term 4
Lego Build Day [school hall]
Parents’ Association Mtg [7pm]
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
Labour Day [School Closed]
Staff Only Day [School Closed]
Gymnastics Festival
  - Seniors in the morning
  - Juniors in the afternoon

OCTOBER
6
10
14
16
27
28
31

Cultural Day [morning]
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Dance Sharing [TBC]
Greats and Grands
Familiarisation Day [9.00-12pm]
Disco [5.30-7.00pm]
Singing at Rowena Jackson [Rms 1-3]
Choir Concert [2.00pm] First Church

NOVEMBER
5
12
14
20
25
28

30

Tabloids
Father/Daughter Netball
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
Prizegiving / Christmas Service Rehearsal 
Christmas Service [6.00pm First Church]
Last Day for Students
Prizegiving [1.30pm First Church]
Leavers’ Function [3.15pm School Hall]

DECEMBER
5
10
11
15

16

Staff Only Day
First day of school for students
Waitangi Day [school closed]
School Photos
Yr 7 Camp - Stewart Island
Yrs 5/6 Camp - Omaui
Last day of Term 1
First day of Term 2
Last day of school for students

2026
2 February
3 February
6 February
19 February
24-27 February
9-11 March
2 April
20 April
15 December

The Summer uniform is to
be worn next term! Make
sure you have everything

you need now. Remember,
sunhats are compulsory!

https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls


ROOM 1 Jasmine McEwan, Annabel Flannery, Ellen Arnold, Harriet Telfer

ROOM 7 Maya Preininger, Aliviah Giles, Willow Murray, Morrigan Parsons

ROOM 3 Mahya Gilmete, Pippa Vaughan, Millie Dobbie, Ava Davies

ROOM 4 Charlie Miles, Lucy Jenkins, Katie Milne, Portia Smith, Amelia Goodwright

ROOM 6 Simone Paganelli, Laura Maxwell, Lauren Baird, Jaynee Holms-Johnston

ROOM 2 Indy Frost, McKenzie Kyle, Eden Dawson, Elliece Goodwright

ROOM 8 Gwynedd Ryder, Zoe McMillan, Maisie Korteweg, Nevaeh Roughan

VALUES
CUP Nakaysha FraserRm 7

WEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

PRINCIPAL’S
AWARD

Quinn BottingRm 1



Mrs Roberts’ favourite colour really depends on what thing it is, for example if it is clothes
then a pinky, grey, blueish colour, but in general she gravitates towards blues.  She loves
to bake for a hobby, and eat!  Mrs Roberts’ favourite song at the moment is Cover Me In
Sunshine by Pink, but likes most types of music, however, please, no heavy metal - she's not
a head banger!  Her favourite meal would be Friday night dinner which usually consists of
a fresh baguette with cheese and a sneaky glass of wine [no cooking involved!].  The thing
she likes about working at SJGS is that she gets to see all the lovely girls everyday and also
the staff are awesome to work with.  She says she is very lucky to work at this school.  She
also asked us to make her comments nice and presentable and if what she said doesn't
sound okay then to make something up!

Mrs Smith's favourite colour is pale blue.  It's a hard decision for her to decide on her
favourite meal, but is between roast lamb or pan fried blue cod.  Her favourite hobby is
sewing clothes and she really enjoyed making the costume for Squawk for the upcoming
school production.  Mrs Smith's favourite song is Let It Be by The Beatles.  When asked why
she loves working at St John's she said it is because St John's is like a big family and she
loves how the big girls look after they younger ones and they all care for each other.

SJGS Staff
We are continuing with our staff

 spotlight.

We hope you have been enjoying
 learning

more about the wonderful staff o
f 

St John's Girls’ School.  Here ar
e some

more interesting facts about these
 amazing

people!

Mrs Smith

Mrs Lang loves purples, and in particular lilac purple.  She loves to make her own lasagna
and pastries - so this is her favourite meal.  Mrs Lang enjoys knitting little children's clothes
for her grandchildren.  Her favourite song is Wagon Wheel by Darius Rucker.  When
asked what she loves about working at St John's she said she likes working with all the girls
and seeing them improve; seeing them grow with their learning.  She also loves seeing the
new girls coming to try on their uniforms and meeting them. She enjoys seeing them rock up
on their first day with their uniform and being part of the St John's family.

Mrs Roberts

Mrs Lang

Mrs McIlwrick

Mrs McIlwrick's favourite colour is sunshine yellow because it's happy and bright! Her
favourite hobby is running. She likes to run because it's calming and it's good to clear
the brain space. And, of course singing, because it's her thang!  Her favourite meal is
Whittaker's chocolate and coffee - if that's a meal. Mrs McIlwrick and her daughter
Jessie-Mae like to scream at the top of their lungs their favourite song is Girl on Fire by
Alicia Keys and her favourite band is Fleetwood Mac.  Mrs McIlwrick has been
teaching for 21 years and she thinks the cool thing about teaching is that every day is
different and she still loves learning alongside the girls.  She says there is nothing else
she would rather do and she is lucky to be part of such a wonderful community!

Greer P, Evie E, Bailey C, Briar N
FROM THE YR 7 KAIARAHI



Arrrr me hearties! It's pirate fever around St John's and we are loving it!  The
Room 4 girls took inspiration from a drawing book by Roland Harvey that
showed a cross section of the inside of ships. We used ballpoint pen to create
layers of a ship, added characters, details and our own quirky elements. 

What Goes On Inside a Ship?What Goes On Inside a Ship?

Room 4Room 4







Room 4 are working hard to learn our 1-12 times tables off by heart, including
the division. Some of us write them out, draw arrays, chant them, use
Prototec (online) and some even said that their family practise tables in the car
waiting in traffic - Fantastic! 

We have three Gold champions: Maggie, Lara and Aoife who have earned their
golden crunchie. This is an achievement that the girls can be proud of. Times
tables help you with many areas of maths such as algebra, fractions and
problem solving. 

Keep working hard Room 4!

Going For Gold!Going For Gold!

Lara, Aoife & MaggieLara, Aoife & Maggie



SewingSewing Table TennisTable TennisMathsMaths

         Performance         Performance

The girls have had some time on the
sewing machines this term. We
made 82 monkey ears for the

juniors for the upcoming
production. 

The girls have been practising the art
of table tennis. It's been very

competitive with the challenge of
getting to the top table each Monday. 

What has Rm 6 been up to?What has Rm 6 been up to?

Room 6Room 6

We have also been working hard at maths -
changing the myth that algebra is hard. The
girls made it look very EASY!! The girls have

also used their perimeter and area knowledge
to design some ideas for our Gilmour Gardens.

Performance has been a big part of this term with Polyfest and production. We can't
wait to show you our pirate swagger!



Wistful WindsWistful Winds
The world puts on a long flowing lacey dress,

as the transition from colourful Autumn
transforms into grey and white.

As long rows of charcoal coloured clouds
drift along the sky.

The wistful winds blow chillingly against our
faces leaving shivering children huddled

together.
The smooth glow of street lights lingering

longer as a coat of frost glitters and gleams
along the street.

The crunch of feet pound the footpath leaving
imprints to melt in the sun.

Huffer jackets keep the cold at bay while
steaming hot chocolate warms my hear.

Remembering the plesures of winter.

by Indi Howden

Room 7 crafted these beautifully written pieces of winter themed writing. We use
metaphors and personification to describe the beauty of winter.  We hope you enjoy
them.

Winter  Themed  WritingWinter  Themed  Writing

Room 7Room 7



Lately we've been working hard on our whole school production.
In the production the year seven and eights have the speaking
roles. My role is one of the pirates, Bullyrag. All of the Pirates
have very similar roles, so it is hard to stand out. But we do,
by making actions in little groups, or sometimes by ourselves.
We always have to project our voices because we are never
microphone. This is challenging for me. The pirate costumes are
black and red. We all have a sword, and a bandana. We're allowed
to wear an eyepatch or a bandana around our neck, to be
different from each other. So overall, it's fun being a pirate but
it's hard to stand out.

G'day you landlubbers. Room 8 has been busy developing their characters for
production. Everyone goes to sea, with sailors and pirates a plenty. Our high energy
musical will have you laughing throughout. Here is a taste of what is in store for you.

Production, Production, Production!Production, Production, Production!

Room 8Room 8

Willow HWillow H

For a production to work the needs to be characters. My
character is called Stanley Periwinkle. But the people off stage
are just as important as the people on, so I am also the stage
hand. I can’t tell you more about Stanley, as that would give the
story away! I enjoy being a stage hand and acting as Stanley
because it lets me unleash my inner pirate!

Mia PMia P

I am Captain Redbeard, the fiercest pirate in the land, and I'm
captain of the Curry Bean. Being Red Beard is so fun and I love
having the solo to sing. Red Beard has a big crush on Pearl and
tries to flirt with her but Pearl is not pleased. I love bossing all
the pirates around and winning over all the sailors and convincing
them to become pirates. Overall being Red Beard is super fun
and exciting. I hope you buy a ticket and come along to watch
our amazing show.

Meila IMeila I



I, Luna, will be acting as Cutthroat Cleg in the school
production: Pirates of the Curry Bean. Cutthroat Cleg is a hard-
working sailor aboard The Crunchy Frog. He's the ship’s barber
and surgeon, who I would NEVER recommend. My favourite thing
that happens in the Pirates of the Curry Bean production would
certainly be the sailors' drill. I refused to spoil it for you, so
I'll say nothing more. My role is certainly important. Without
my role, or anyone else’s, the production wouldn't be the same.
My role has multiple hilarious lines, without them the jokes
would be lost.Luna WLuna W

This term our school has been working very hard on our
production,”The Pirates of the Curry Bean”, and my part is Slack.
Slack is an extremely funny person and partners in crime with
Scuttle. They make an iconic comedy couple. Slack definitely isn't
the brightest, but he knows what he wants. Slack can pull out a
joke whenever he wants, it just comes naturally to him. Overall
Slack is an extremely funny and entertaining part of our school’s
production.

Gwynedd RGwynedd R

Scuttle, my role in the production is cheeky, useless and silly. To
prepare for my role I practiced with my family, and voice
recorded saying the other characters and then filled in with my
lines. I am in a comedic duo with Gwynedd who has the role of
Slack. We start by selling cockles and muscles, go on to be
roped into being sailors, then mutiny to become pirates and
finally wrapping it up being chased by monkeys and finding the
treasure. Slack and Scuttle’s rollercoaster awaits.

Isla PIsla P

Jack, the pirate hunter! Jack is just a regular cheeky little boy
that loves his sister Liza. Jack's mum is kidnapped by pirates
so he leaps into action, using his pirate play skills, for a real-
life chase down for a missing map and a missing mother.

Gracie DGracie D



In the mornings we have been busy doing production. I have
three roles. My first role is at the start when I'm selling
whitebait. My next role is a Bogan. I love our entry, which is a
fun song that I think really suits the character and even
matches my shirt. My other role is as a stage hand, so I helped
by putting all the props on the stage. I think you should really
come to our school production. It'll be a great experience.

Nakaysha FNakaysha F

Being a seller is fun because we are at the start, straight away
and it has a cool costume. Being a Bogan is fun, especially the
part where we come in through the middle and lead the Room 3
girls on. It can get embarrassing a wee bit, but it’s all for the
show. Being a stagehand can be fun and stressful at the same
time. It’s fun to get to watch all the other scenes you’re not
usually in and it’s cool looking behind the scenes. But when we’re
rushing and going on and off the stage it gets stressful.

Emma vEmma v

Hi, I’m Paige. I have three parts in the production. My first role
is a seller and I sell fresh fish at the town market. There
always seems to be a cat chasing me! Stage props are a big job.
Four people do all the shifting and helping with props. It’s a fun
and challenging job. You also get to say you’re on stage the
most!! The next role is for “me mates”, I’m a Bogan. There are 3
main bogans, a class of what I would call “baby bogans” and the
big bodan leader.

Paige RPaige R

In our school production called “The Pirates of the Curry Bean”
I have two roles. In one of them I sell fresh Bluff oysters that
all my friends seem to dislike!! fMy outfit is very cool, especially
my hat. It gets in the way most of the time but it doesn't
matter. My next role is a sailor called Fluke. Fluke works hard
on the ship and always makes sure his uniform is neat. All the
sailors have to do a mop dance, with mops we keep breaking
and have to get fixed again. I love both of my roles in the
production and I hope you will love them too.

Drew PDrew P



In this year's production I am playing a hard-working sailor
called Gibbet pronounced j-i-b-i-t, and an aggressive seller,
selling delicious cheese rolls. The best part of the production
from his perspective is raising the flag. It makes him feel
important and he loves feeling important, especially with one of
his second mates, Lofty. But if you ask me the highlight would
definitely be the mop dance. Although I have watched all the
scenes multiple times, I think I love the first one the most.

Charlotte BCharlotte B

G’day mate, I’m a sailor whose name is Gooseneck. I may not
talk that much, but I’m very polite. Us sailors’ job is to keep
everything in order, scrubbing the decks, polishing the floors and
obeying orders. That’s what I do! But I have to go now, my
captain needs me.  Good afternoon, would you like to try my
fairy bread? I haven’t earned much, but I’m glad to be in this
town. It’s a big town which means lots of sailors. Even with my
fairy bread, everyone will go crazy over it. But make sure it
“doesn’t turn your hair red!”

Nevaeh RNevaeh R

I'm Lofty, a short sighted buffoon who is also the ship's
lookout. Being the character Lofty for this production is so fun
because I get lots of stage time and don't have an endless
amount of lines to remember. Lofty’s job is the ship's lookout,
but he can't see, which means I get to make people laugh and
enjoy what they're watching. I love being part of the Crunchy
Frog (the Sailor Crew) and it's fun and exciting. Overall I love
playing the role of Lofty and I always have a great time.

Maisie KMaisie K

I'm Captain Cod and these are a few things about me. I am a
sailor and captain of The Crunchy Frog. My hands are all top
notch. Yesterday I met my admiral, Horatio Hornhonker. He is a
bit stupid and I don't think he's even been on a boat before. A
group of pirates, sailing a ship called Curry Bean, is coming
towards us. They look fierce! If you want to get to know me
and the other characters, come to our production The Pirates
of the Curry Bean.

MartinaMartina



My character Liza is full of personality. She's a cheeky young
girl, ever playful. She and her brother Jack get up to lots of
mischief at the Squirty Squid Tavern. Liza adores pirates. She
can often be found playing pirates with Jack, who loves them
just as much. Jack and Liza are inseparable, whether it's playing
pirates or annoying their mum. Those two are together all the
way!

Mia RMia R

Fathom is a sailor in the production. I play Fathom and I really
like playing him because he’s on stage but not speaking a lot of
the time. I also play a town's person in the opening scene. This
is a quick role. It only comes once but I am very grateful to be
able to have two roles. This production is so fun I love being in
it and I know other people do too. It's an amazing show.

Tayla NTayla N

I play Bilbo, a pirate part of the play The Pirates the Curry
Bean. I have enjoyed playing Bilbo because it's a small part and
I don't have to do too much talking. Because Bilbo is a small
part I also get to play a town's person in the first scene.
Throughout the production I've tried to develop my characters
to make them more exciting.

Sophie CSophie C

My character in the production is Louis, a fierce pirate, the
Captain's second mate. Louis is the one who goes to the captain
to ask questions. His attitude around Pearl is that he doesn't
like her and he likes to mimic her. Around the end where they
get stranded, Louis’ attitude becomes desperate. Then goes back
to an I’m better than you attitude. The clothes that Louis
wears are like the pirates only neater and smarter. I'm so
grateful for this role and happy to do it this year. I'm happy to
be a part of the Pirates of the Curry Bean.

Aida CAida C



Bilge is a dramatic pirate in the production Pirates of the
Caribbean. I have three reasons for what you should pay and
watch me for two nights. My first reason is that when Bilge hits
the stage he turns into this dramatic, gullible, stupid pirate…. 

Abby UAbby U

My character is Arthur Wally. He and his partner Albert Pratt
are health and safety officers. It is our job to make sure all
work places (including HMS Crunchy Frog) meet the expected
standards. After all, we can't possibly have anyone getting hurt
at work! We never mean to go to sea though.

Zoe MZoe M

CENTRESTAGECENTRESTAGE
17 & 18 SEPTEMBER  | 7 PM17 & 18 SEPTEMBER  | 7 PM

SEATS ARE SELLING FAST
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!!! 

             $20 Per Adult / $15 Per Child                      
available through iticket.co.nz

http://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2025/aug/pirates-of-the-curry-bean



Thank you Sponsors
Pira

tes of thePirates of the

Curry BeanCurry Bean

We are grateful to the following sponsors for their
support of our upcoming Production "The Pirates of the
Curry Bean".  If you are also interested in becoming
a sponsor contact the school office for further details.
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