
Whakatauki - Māori
Proverb

Ehara taku toa
i te toa

takitahi,
engari he toa

takitini
Success is not the

work of an
individual, but the

work of many.

Kia Ora koutou, Ola,
Bonjour

Greetings from the
Principal

NEWSLETTER
St John's Girls' School 3 July 2026

It is hard to believe we are officially halfway through the school year!

This term, as we celebrate the many successes across our kura, the whakatauki to the left
perfectly captures our journey. One of our Year 8 rangitahi, Evie, shared this in assembly on
Thursday. It is a powerful reminder that our achievements are not just about individual mahi,
but the incredible collective hard work and dedication of everyone in our school community.
Each success story, big or small, highlights the combined efforts of our tamariki, kaiako,
support staff, and whānau. This shared commitment is truly the foundation for how we
continue to grow, learn, and thrive together.

Dance Exams
Miss Gina was very impressed with the way our girls were prepared for their dance exams this
week. The girls were excited [particularly our Year 3 group!] and proud of their achievements
too. Thank you for your support with ensuring the girls were prepared with the required gear
on the day; it is always a mammoth task! 

Learning Celebration Evening
We had a wonderful evening last night celebrating the learning that has been taking place
across the school this term. Thank you for joining us!

Speech Exams
The girls are well-prepped for their exams, thanks to Mrs McIlwrick and Mrs Dawkins. The
holidays provide a wonderful opportunity for the girls to practice and refine their content,
ready for their exam early next term. The exam dates are on the school calendar. 

The Period Project
Thank you to everyone for your support of The Period Project Parent and Daughter evening. I
have received plenty of positive feedback from parents and the girls about the evening, and
the classroom sessions. 

Thank you to our facilitator, Anna, for sharing your knowledge with our girls and whānau.

Interschools Speech Competition
This annual event showcases the best speakers from Years 5-8 across Southland. The
competition progresses through five rounds: a classroom competition, the school
competition, the cluster schools competition, the Invercargill Area Final, and finally, the
Southland Grand Final.

Our entire senior syndicate is entering this competition. This is a wonderful opportunity for
our girls to further their public speaking skills. Our class competition will be held in Week 4
next term, with the school competition taking place in Week 5. Four girls will be selected to
represent St John's at the cluster competition: two from Year 7-8 and two from Year 5-6. 



Reports
Your daughter's school report will be emailed to you this Friday afternoon, as well as
published to the school.kiwi portal. As outlined in our previous newsletters, our reports reflect
current curriculum changes. You will find a brief outline of these changes included in the
report email.

Parent-Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 21 July and Wednesday 22 July. These
interviews will be focused on your daughter's report, offering a valuable opportunity to
discuss this with her classroom teacher/s. I encourage you to book a time to meet with your
daughter’s teacher. These conversations are always incredibly valuable. Your daughter is
encouraged to attend the interview too.

Please note: School will finish at 2pm on Tuesday 21 July. After School Care with Noeleen
Wilson will be available from 2:15pm.

Thank you for your continued support throughout this term. We look forward to welcoming
the girls back well-rested and safe after the break.

Ngā mihi nui

Reminder - Drop Off and Pick Up Times
A reminder that girls may arrive on site from 8:20am. We recommend arriving by 8:30am to
allow ample time for organisation before the morning assembly. We are noticing girls being
dropped off earlier, and we cannot guarantee adequate supervision before 8:20am. 

All students must be picked up promptly at the end of the school day. Back gate duty [Avenal
Street] concludes at 3:10pm. Any students not collected by this time will be brought back to
the senior cloakroom steps.

Girls still on site at 3:15pm will be taken to After School Care.

Holly Bradshaw
Tumuaki  |  Principal



ROOM 1 Jasmine McEwan, Athena Parsons, Ivy Dickens, Lola Devlin,
Elli Pekamu, Olive Johnstone

ROOM 7 Bethany Mehrtens, Sophia Lillo-Dockerty, Rosie Laugton, 
Simone Paganelli, Amelia Bosma, Lydia O'Brien

ROOM 3 Navy Sloane, Mia Mojica, Isla Dackers, Saffron Smith,
McKenzie Kyle, Oriana Smith

ROOM 5 Lucy Dixon-Calder, Mahya Gilmete, Amelia Maxwell, Ivy Manera,
Ava Davies, Eleanor Anstice-Shirley

ROOM 6 Charlotte Dowling, Victoria Duncan, Harper Peters, Mia Hitchcock,
Kyla Howden, Charlotte Dowling

ROOM 2

ROOM 8 Greer Pine, Maya Preininger, Morrigan Parsons, Briar McKenzie,
Peyton Cornish, Samantha Parry

VALUES
CUP Rm 2 Isabelle Miskimmin

WEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

PRINCIPAL’S
AWARD

Lola Devlin, Ellie McCallum
Cambrie PortiaJames Carman-Oneroa,
Lara Valli
Amaia van Westrenen
Charlie Miles, Amélie Crossley,
Lola Rutledge
Rosie Laughton, Sophia Lillo-Dockerty 

Rm 1
Rm 2

Rm 5
Rm 6

Rm 7

Indy Frost, Annabel Flannery, Evie Bradshaw, Gussie Affleck,
Harriet Telfer, Imogen Dixon-CalderROOM 2



BONUS
POINTS

Ivy Dickens
Charlotte Risk
Mia Mojica
Lucy Dixon-Calder
Amélie Crossley
Ava Amar
Morrigan Parsons

Room 1

Room 2

Room 3

Room 5

Room 6

Room 7

Room 8

1st

2   nd

3rd

4  th

Alabaster

Enderby
Lester

Marchant

BBoonnuuss  PPooiinnttss  TTrroopphhiieessBonus Points Trophies

TTeerrmm  22,,  22002266Term 2, 2026

At St John’s, we love to celebrate “deeds well done". Bonus Points are a positive way to
recognise and encourage behaviours such as showing good manners, including others,
working diligently, and producing high-quality work. The following girls have earned
Bonus Points Trophies this term — congratulations to them for consistently
demonstrating the values of St John’s Girls’ School.



WWoorrkk  &&  SSppoorrttss  SSttrriippeessWork & Sports Stripes

TTeerrmm  22,,  22002266Term 2, 2026

Stripes are awarded to Year 7 and 8 pupils at the end of Terms 2 and 4 and recognise effort, participation,
and achievement across a range of areas. Green work stripes are based on consistent effort across all
areas rather than academic ability. Light green work stripes are awarded at the end of Term 2 and dark
green work stripes are awarded at the end of Term 4. Red work stripes are awarded at the end of the year
and are for girls who demonstrate consistent effort across all areas, as well as academic ability in English
and Maths. Girls can earn two work stripes a year; either two green stripes, or one green and one red
stripe. Sports stripes are awarded based on set participation criteria, with white stripes recognising effort
and fair play, and gold stripes awarded for outstanding ability—such as representing Southland or
receiving a sports cup—alongside continued effort and fair play. Cultural stripes recognise dedication and
achievement in cultural activities, with a purple stripe awarded for committed participation in areas such
as choir, kapa haka, Christian Education speeches, assembly performances, and production.
Congratulations to the following girls who have earned stripes for their hard work, commitment, and
positive attitude.

Year 7
Green Work Stripe

Amelia Bosma
Isabella Johns
Danielle King
Rosie Laughton
Sophia Lillo-Dockerty
Bethany Mehrtens
Lexie Nicholl
Lydia O'Brien

Year 8
Bailey Cooper
Briar McKenzie
Willow Murray
Morrigan Parsons
Greer Pine
Maya Preininger

White Sports Stripe
Year 7
Elise Davison



On Tuesday and Wednesday this week,
the every Year 3 to Year 8 participated in
dance exams. These exams are important 
to St John’s history; a highlight of our 
amazing curriculum that makes our school 
unique in every way. In the exam week, we 
have a wonderful examiner, Mrs Foster, 
come down each year to grade the 
exams. The examiner marks each girl for 
their posture, poise, and poses. These exams include leaps, high kicks, and attitude
with their dances, and will receive a badge and a certificate, with their grade, early
next term.

Amelia B, Avery, Elise D, Danielle, Emily L, Rosie, Lydia, Simone

This week, Teresa from the Life Education bus
came to our school to educate us. Every class had
two sessions throughout the week. The junior
syndicate girls learnt about showing kindness and
how to stay healthy. Our senior girls learnt about
growing up, the challenges they may face as they
become adults, as well as taking responsibility for
their choices. Our Year 8 girls got the chance to
take some photos with Harold, as it was their last
visit with him.

On Thursday, we even had Harold come to visit 
the school!



Harold
the Giraffe

                           Wear Yellow For Harold - KIPRRR Day
On Friday, the 19  of June schools across the country took part in a school-wide dress up day where

tamariki and staff wore yellow or giraffe-themed outfits to celebrate Harold and support the
important work of Life Education.

th



Speech Exam [Yrs 2/3]
Speech Exam [Yr 4]
Speech Exam [Yr 8]
Jnr Syndicate - Commonwealth Games Day
  - Stadium Southland [afternoon]
Sing Out - Rehearsal [am]
Brett Fairweather [Jump Jam session]
Cluster Speech Final [9-10.30am] SJGS Hall
School Board Meeting [5.30pm]
Staff Only Day [School closed]
Polyfest Performance [2.10pm] ILT Stadium

AUGUST
6
7
10
12

13
14
19
20
24
25

SEPTEMBER
3

9

16

17

21-24
23

25

Invercargill Area Speech Final [Evening] -
SJGS Hall
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
Sing Out Technical Rehearsal [pm]
Sing Out Dress Rehearsal [am]
Sing Out Performance [7-8.30pm]
Book Fair
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
SMAC Maths
 - Yr 7   5.00-5.30pm
 - Yr 8   5.45-6.30pm
Last day of Term 3

JULY
Dance Exams
Life Education Bus
Learning Celebration [5.00-6.30pm]
Last day of Term 2
First day of Term 3
School Finishes at 2pm
Parent / Teacher Interviews [2.15-7pm] 
Parent / Teacher Interviews [3.15-7pm]
Speech Exam [Yr 5]
Speech Exam [Yr 6]
Parents’ Association Meeting [7pm]
Speech Exam [Yr 7]

1
1/2
2
3
20
21

22
27
28

29

CALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OF

First day of Term 4
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
School Board Meeting [5.30pm]
William Pike - Dolamore Park trip
Parents’ Association Meeting [7pm]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
Labour Day [School Closed]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme

OCTOBER
12
14
15
17-18
20
21
26
28

Cultural Day
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Greats & Grands [am]
Christian Education Speeches [pm]
New Entrant Morning [Yrs 2-8 for 2027]

NOVEMBER
10
11
19

24

School Board Meeting [5.30pm]
Tabloids [1-3pm]
Tabloids [postponement day]
Father / Daughter Netball [2pm]
Christmas Service & Prizegiving Practice
Christmas Service [First Church 6pm]
Last day for students
Prizegiving [First Church 1.3opm]
Leavers’ Farewell [3.15pm School Hall]

DECEMBER
1
4
7
9
14

15

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS
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School Lunch 

Programme

www.subwayexpress.co.nz

All subs are made freshly
baked white or wheat breadLunch Menu

BE IN TO WIN A FREE 6-INCH SUB WITH YOUR NEXT SCHOOL LUNCH ORDER!  
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