
Whakatauki - Māori
Proverb

E toi
whakairo, ka

ihiihi, ka
wehiwehi, ka
aweawe te ao

katoa
Artistic excellence

makes the world sit
up in wonder.

Mālō e lelei, Kia Ora,
Talofa

Greetings from the
Principal

NEWSLETTER
St John's Girls' School 28 August 2026

It has been an incredibly busy, yet rewarding fortnight. There have been some wonderful
celebrations of St John’s Girls’ School in our wider community. The school is buzzing with
excitement and learning. It is becoming lighter in the mornings, and the tulips are starting to
pop up in the gardens around our kura. This is a sure sign we are well and truly into the second
half of the year. 

Polyfest
Our Kapa Haka rōpū did themselves and the kura proud on the Polyfest stage on Tuesday
afternoon. We have received a great deal of positive feedback from others outside of our kura
who have commented on the standard of singing, uniformity and passion. Our girls who were
spectating also did themselves proud with their lovely manners. 

A considerable amount of time and effort goes into preparing our bracket, and I acknowledge
and thank Miss McSoriley, Miss Woods and Mrs Bradley for their passion and dedication. 

Our wonderful support staff were instrumental in ensuring our girls were stage-ready. A lot of
work goes on behind the scenes to ensure uniforms are correctly sized and ready for our girls.
A big thank you to Mrs Lang, Mrs Smith and Mrs Dennis for all of your mahi. 

I would also like to acknowledge the awhi and support from whānau on Tuesday. Your
support at Polyfest was immense. It was lovely to see so many families come backstage for
photos after our performance. The girls were blown away by how many of you came to
support them. Thank you!

Jump Jam
Our school's success in the Southland Jump Jam competition continued this year. Our Year 3-
4 team placed second in their section, and our Year 5-6 crew followed this up with first place in
their section too! Once again, we had wonderful support from whānau in the audience. Thank
you to Mrs Bradley, Mrs King and Ms Coatsworth for their passionate coaching. I think they
were just as excited as the girls!

Speech Exams
By now, your daughter will have received her speech exam report, with her accompanying
certificate and badge. Thank you for your support of our updated speech curriculum and
exam process this year. Mrs McIlwrick and Mrs Dawkins have worked hard to ensure our exam
system was fair and robust. The girls should be incredibly proud of their results. 

A big thank you to Mrs Roberts for her work behind the scenes creating the report documents
and certificates for the girls. 



Values Cup
Recipients

Quinn Botting
Room 1

We held the first round of the Southland Interschool Speech Competition last week. Every girl
in the senior syndicate wrote and presented a speech to her class, with representatives from
each year level competing in our school final. 

The girls delivered a variety of topics, and we were impressed by their bravery and speech
skills!

Lydia O’Brien, Amelia Bosma, Madeleine Davsion and Charlotte Farley went on to represent St
John’s at the cluster final.
 
Congratulations to Lydia and Amelia, who won their section of the cluster final and will now
compete in the Invercargill Area final next week. Good luck, girls!

Southland Interschools Speech Competition

Holly Bradshaw
Tumuaki  |  Principal

The Parents’ Association is excited to bring you the St John's Girls' School Arts Extravaganza on
Thursday 24 September. This is an important fundraiser for our kura, and a wonderful chance
for our girls to demonstrate their talents to our school community. 

Keep an eye out for ticket information next week!

Arts Extravaganza

As part of the Arts Extravaganza, the Parents' Association will be selling raffles for hampers
before each show. They are gathering donations for these hampers in the school office. Food
[non-perishable], health and beauty, and gift items will be gratefully received. 

Every girl who brings in an item to go into a hamper will receive a bonus point for her house.
 
Thank you for your support of this fundraiser.

Request for Raffle Prizes

We are experiencing a high volume of student absences due to winter illness. Please inform the
school office of any absence as soon as possible [phone, email, Skool Loop]. We appreciate you
keeping your girls at home when they are unwell; it certainly helps stop the spread of illness to
other girls and staff. 

Have a relaxing weekend with your whānau.

Ngā manaakitanga

Absences



SEPTEMBER
3

9

11
14-20
16

17

18

21-24
22
23

23

24

25

Invercargill Area Speech Final [Evening] - SJGS
Hall
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Snr Syndicate - Council Tour
Māori Language Week
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
Sing Out Technical Rehearsal [pm]
Sing Out Dress Rehearsal [am]
Sing Out Performance [7-8.30pm]
Virtual Parliament Tour [Rms 6/8]
PA Sausage Sizzle & Chill
Jnr Gymnastics Festival [1-3pm]
Book Fair
Snr Gymnastics Festival [1.00-3.00pm]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
KIPRRR Day
SMAC Maths
 - Yr 7   5.00-5.30pm
 - Yr 8   5.45-6.30pm
Bookfair - Dress up as your favourite Book
Character Parade [8.40am]
Arts Extrvaganza dress rehearsal [1.00-3.00pm]
Arts Extrvaganza show [6.30 - 8.00pm]
Last day of Term 3
Virtual Parliament Tour [Rms 5/7]

CALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OFCALENDAR OF

First day of Term 4
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
School Board Meeting [5.30pm]
Parents’ Association Meeting [7pm]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme
Labour Day [School Closed]
Rm 7 Weaving Wellness programme

OCTOBER
12
14
15
20
21
26
28

Cultural Day
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
William Pike - Overnight Dolamore Park
Greats & Grands [am]
Christian Education Speeches [pm]
New Entrant Morning [Yrs 2-8 for 2027]

NOVEMBER
10
11
14-15
19

24

School Board Meeting [5.30pm]
Tabloids [1-3pm]
Tabloids [postponement day]
Father / Daughter Netball [2pm]
Christmas Service & Prizegiving Practice
Christmas Service [First Church 6pm]
Last day for students
Prizegiving [First Church 1.3opm]
Leavers’ Farewell [3.15pm School Hall]

DECEMBER
1
4
7
9
14

15

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS
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ROOM 1 Adeline Gerken, Quinn Botting, Ivy Dickens, Athena Parsons

ROOM 7 Jaynee Holms-Johnston, Laura van Westrenen, Lexie Nicholl, Ava Amar

ROOM 3 Oriana Smith, Mia Mojica, Lexi Dwyer, Charlotte Dore

ROOM 5 Mahya Gilmete, Sophia Risk, Millie Dobbie, Tilly King

ROOM 6 Amelia Goodwright, Victoria Duncan, Eloise Smith, Charlotte Dowling

ROOM 2

VALUES
CUP Rm 1 Quinn Botting

WEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDSWEEKLY AWARDS
CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS

PRINCIPAL’S
AWARD

Indy Frost
Maeve Devlin, Lilly Stalker, Pippa
Vaughan
Eloise Smith, Portia Smith
Briar Nicholl

Rm 2
Rm 5
Rm 6
Rm 8

Darcy Beer, Annabel Flannery, Lily Vaughan, Charlotte RiskROOM 2

Indi Howden, Morrigan Parsons, Peyton Cornish, Aliviah GilesROOM 8



On Tuesday, our kapa haka rōpū performed at Polyfest. The girls sang four waiata: Ngā Iwi E, Wairua,
Utaina, and Hine E Hine. We made a change this year, as there is no longer a Pasifika group, and the kapa
haka rōpū now includes students from Years 1 to 8. This year, we gave a fantastic performance, with all 77
girls joining together to sing with pride. The girls are grateful to all the teachers who lead both the junior
and senior groups: Mrs Bradshaw, Miss McSoriley, Mrs Bradley, and Miss Woods. The girls looked
wonderful in their costumes, which included dresses and piupiu, and their moko kauae completed the
look. We would also like to thank everyone who helped with the performance and assisted in getting us
looking spick and span, ready to perform.

Maggie Mulqueen

“I enjoyed looking out at all the people in the
audience and being on stage. My favourite song was
Nga iwi ē. I really liked the costumes and how we got
to wear mokos.”

Lucy Dixon-Calder

“I thought that it was very fun and I really enjoyed it.
I also liked showing our schools Māori culture as I
am part Māori.”

Briar Nicholl [Kaea]

“I was a little nerve wrecked at first but the girls
singing and excitement gave me confidence. I joined
the group because I love my Te Reo culture. My
favourite song was Utaina because I got to lead the
juniors and it really showcased the performance.”

Simone Paganelli

“My favourite song was Nga iwi ē because of the
mood and the beat of the song. I joined the group
because I did it last year and I love the performing.”





Room 1 enjoyed the Commonwealth Games celebration at the Stadium.  It was a
great afternoon together and the girls experienced many different sports skills.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES

ROOM 1

CREEPY CRAWLIES
Suzanne came in to show the girls all sorts of bugs, insects and creepy crawlies as a way to
begin our Inquiry about creepy crawlies.

Jasmine wrote - "We had a mini Commonwealth Games.  It was at the Stadium and we
had Jamacia, Scotland and Canada.  We had bowling, hula hoops, ribbons, gymnastics,
balls and round things.  First we went around the court.”



Room 2 has been very busy and started the term learning all about the Commonwealth
Games. This was an exciting time to watch the competitors and learn about our chosen
country. We have 3 countries and completed in a mini Commonwealth Games at the
Stadium.  We dressed up in our countries’ colours and it was a very fun, action packed day
out.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES

ROOM 2
Well isn't Term 2 just flying by?  Week 6 already!

CREEPY CRAWLIES
We have started a new topic all bout Creepy Crawlies.  We were very lucky to have Suzanne from the
new museum [Te Unua] come and show us all her bugs.  We learned a lot about them. We have lots of
wonderings that we would like to explore during the rest of the term.

Fact we learnt about bugs
Not all bugs are called insects
A spider is not an insect
Spiders can have 2, 4, 6 or 8 eyes [they
will always have an even number]
Worms have no eyes and even though
they have a mouth, they breathe
through their skin



The weather this winter has been............  outrageous, horrendous, freezing, crispy, wintery, icy.
We have been learning about describing words that we can use in our writing to describe the
weather.  Describing words help hook our readers in and help to put a picture in our readers
mind.  We wrote about Jack Frost and made some Jack Frost art.

WINTER

Thanks to the PTA
for your generous
donation of wet

day games!!! We
have thoroughly
enjoyed learning
how to play these

when we can't
get outside to

play.



On Monday afternoons we travelled to ILT Stadium Southland to learn how to play netball
with Ariana from INC Netball.  We have learnt many skills such as passing, footwork, driving to
the ball, defending, shooting and the girls have even learnt the basics of a seven a side
game. The girls’ skills have really improved over our 5 weeks, and they have loved getting
involved and enjoyed playing netball.

NETBALL

ROOM 3
We have had a busy start to the term with many great learning

opportunities and activities we have been involved in. 

MATHS WEEK
All over New Zealand many schools have participated in Maths Week. There are a variety of
activities to choose from. We did the Power of 2 individually and Daily Dollar with a partner.
The girls earned money as they completed each task and had a wallet that they kept their
money in. At the end of the week, we added up what they had earned and had some overall
winners. The girls enjoyed the variety of activities as they pushed them to solve problems,
challenge their mathematical thinking, and work collaboratively.



It is the perfect time of year to be talking and writing about Winter. We have written Winter
Cinquain poems; we've written about what we like and don't like about Winter and created
some wintery penguin art.

WINTER



We loved learning about the Commonwealth Games. We enjoyed learning about the history,
our athletes, the countries involved and even watching some of our athletes win medals.
Each day we would talk about who had done well and kept a tally of NZ’s medals. We made
some posters with a partner about different aspects of the Commonwealth Games we
researched, made tinfoil silhouettes of our athletes, shared information about an athlete
during current events and thoroughly enjoyed our Junior Syndicate Commonwealth Games
at ILT Stadium Southland.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES
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School Lunch 

Programme

www.subwayexpress.co.nz

All subs are made freshly
baked white or wheat breadLunch Menu

BE IN TO WIN A FREE 6-INCH SUB WITH YOUR NEXT SCHOOL LUNCH ORDER!  
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