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Greetings from the
Principal
Ola, Bonjour, Ata marie

Those winter chills are certainly sneaking up on us, however, if you
are anything like me, a frosty start and a blue sky makes for an
uplifting day!
On Tuesday the school came together and sang for the first time this
year. It was a joyous moment. The sound was that of birdsong and it
had the same heart-warming effect. Considering it has been 6
months since the school sang together, it was very tuneful!
Kapa haka and Choir
Kapa haka begins next week for those girls who wish to trial for two
weeks to see if it is something they’d like to commit to for the year.
We are thrilled to have the awhi (help) of Toni Biddle this year.
Mrs Kelly and I are both looking forward to learning a lot from Toni.
We are fortunate to have such a talent working alongside us. The
choir started on Tuesday this week and Mrs Taylor was very
impressed with the quality of the sound. They too have the option to
trial for two weeks before committing.

While parents want to ensure that their daughters don’t have
feelings of anxiety after forgetting something that they need for the
day, they also prevent learning opportunities from happening. The
staff at school are very accommodating of the occasional forgotten
thing. When these habits continue, this is when a chat and
consequence needs to happen. Let your girls make these mistakes,
and then have the follow up discussions with them later. How might
they prevent this from happening again? These are learning
opportunities!
So many of the emails that teachers receive regarding homework or
independent learning tasks, particularly in the senior school, are
things the girls are already aware of and can tell you about. Your
daughter is almost always informed of the information that comes
to you, well before you receive it. Ask her to clarify for you. The
teachers are explicit in sharing the expectations for work such as
speech exams, homework, assignments etc. Of course, if you really
need to talk with a teacher, then please do make contact.
In some of the professional reading that I have been doing of late
there has mentions of ‘parents asking the school questions that
children would have asked 5 years ago’. Empower your daughter to
talk to her teacher if she has a social issue, or a learning concern.
This should always be the first step. Let’s encourage our girls to be
independent, strong and confident.

Building Resilience in the girls

ERO [Education Review Office}

At school we have a real focus on building resilience in our girls; an
area of increased need and awareness in today’s world. As one of our
school values, resilience is discussed a lot in our assemblies and
classroom programmes.

Last week we were visited by Mrs Suzanne Lewis from ERO. Mrs Lewis
is our evaluation partner for the next three years. She spent two days
in the school meeting with myself, the leadership team, the Board,
staff and girls. What came across very strongly is that what I had to
say about the school, what the staff said, the Board, the girls; it all
aligned. We know our school and we can articulate what we are
proud of. Mrs Lewis made particular mention about the atmosphere,
the positive culture and the happiness. It was a great two days and
we look forward to continuing our relationship with her.

We need you to help us on this path. We are receiving an increased
number of emails and telephone calls relating to small things that
your daughter can easily find out, or solve. Small personal items such
as drink bottles or PE socks are dropped to the school office often
several times every day.

Reports and Interviews
You may have heard your daughter talking about doing some testing
lately. The teachers have gathered and analysed their assessment
data and are now writing reports.
This term the report looks a little different than previous mid-year
reports. There are two changes:
1. There is no written comment for either literacy or mathematics.
Your daughter’s achievement and application are recorded as it
has been, but her next learning steps and specifics regarding
literacy and mathematics will be discussed at the interview.
2. The Attitude and Work Habits, and Personal and Social
Development sections are now indicated with either ‘working
towards expectation’, or ‘meets expectation’. This is clearer.

Interview bookings will be available via Skool Loop from Tuesday
28th July. These interviews will take place onsite, in person. It will be
wonderful for many of the teachers and parents to put faces to
names!
No doubt your weekend plans involve chores, children’s sport etc.
Take time for yourselves! Enjoy.

Nga mihi
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal

Reports will go home on Friday 1st July. Interviews are the following
week.

From the BoT
Kia ora koutou
As we get into Term 2, the Board of Trustees (BOT) have been busy reviewing the current year along with
planning and preparation for the future.

Part of this planning involves the triannual elections for school boards which takes place in September
and includes the provision for electronic voting which St John’s Girls' School will be investigating.
Further information on the electronic voting process will be provided over the next couple of months if
we go down the electronic track.
With a number of our current BOT members not seeking re-election due to their daughters moving onto
high school, it provides a great opportunity for new members to join the board and bring their skills and
knowledge to the governance of our wonderful school.
The governance role includes areas such as:
setting the strategic direction and targets for the school
planning towards and reporting on achieving those targets
curriculum management
financial management
policies and procedures
health and safety
Further information can be found at the following website:
www.nzsta.org.nz/understanding-the-work-of-the-board
If you are interested please keep an eye out on the school Facebook page and notices for nomination
forms or contact the school.
I am looking forward to a successful Term 2 for our girls – noho ora mai (all the best).
Mark Billcliff
BOT Presiding Member
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Coming Events
TERM 2
June
17th
22nd
23rd
24th
30th

Southland Cross Country
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Matariki Breakfast
Matariki [school closed]
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]

July
1st
5th - 8th
5th
6th
8th

Reports Out
Life Education Visit
Interviews [School closes at 2pm]
Interviews [School closes at 3pm]
Stripes and Bonus points awarded
Last day of Term 2

TERM 3
July
Day 1 of Term 3
25th
25th - 29th Room 5 Deep Cove Camp

August
9th
10th
11th
12th
16th
17th
17th - 19th
18th
23rd
24th
25th
September
7th
8th
15th
21st

Speech Exams [Yr 8]
Speech Exams [Yr 7]
First Aid [Yr 8]
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/5/6/7]
First Aid [Yr 7]
Speech Exams [Yr 6]
Mufti Day
Speech Exams [Yr 5]
Room 6 Dunedin Camp
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/3/4/8]
Speech Exams [Yr 4]
Speech Exams [Yr 3]
Polyfest [9.50 am]
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
BoT Election Day
Gym Fest
Disco
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Eleanor Anstice-Shirley, Mahya Gilmete

Room 5

Holly Scarlett, Sienna Macpherson

Room 2

Portia Smith, Sophia Lillo-Dockerty

Room 6

------

Room 3

Elise Davison, Bailey Cooper

Room 7

Sophia Warbrick-Smith, Ingrid Fleming

Room 4

Zoe McMillan, Aida Chamberlain

Values
Cup

Lily Hillman

[Room 5]

From your
Kaiahari
MATARIKI
Friday the 24th of June is the beginning of the Matariki celebrations. In our
library, Mrs Smith has set up a beautiful new display of the 9 stars of Matariki.
Matariki is also known
as the Maori new
year. Every year,
Queens Park has a
special event lighting
up the park in honour
of Matariki. This year
on the 23rd of June
our whole school is
celebrating this event
by having a Matariki
breakfast.
One brief version of the story of Matariki is when the Earth Mother, Ranginui and
Sky Father, Papatūanuku were separated which made Tawhirimātea, the god of
the weather very angry. He then took out his eyes and threw them into the sky
giving Matariki the name ‘eyes of the god’.
In our library at school the librarians and Mrs
Smith have given the girls an opportunity to come
in and colour in a star.
We liked seeing all of the girls’ creativity while
making their beautiful stars.
Sienna, Luca, Shanna-Beth, Amy, Ana, Lucy, Meg and
Christabel

ROOM 1
Firewise
Years 1 and 2 have been learning all about being Firewise
and the fire truck came to visit us.
We learnt that in a fire we might need to be found. The
firefighters explained that they may look different when
they are wearing their protective clothing, but it is okay
to shout out and tap them on the head to get their
attention.

"At school the firefighters
came and we got to go in
the fire truck.. We got to
sit on the seats. They
taught us to crawl under
the smoke when there is
a fire. When they were
leaving we got to hear
the siren."
by Mahya

"The firefighters
came to school
and we got to
tap him on the
head. We also
got to see the
hoses."
by Nina

Thank you!
We are so grateful to
the Invercargill Fire
Station for spending time
with the girls to
reinforce the fire safty
messages.

Solids, Liquids & Gases
Room 1 have also been learning about solids, liquids and gases. We all held onto ice cubes to see what
happened and then we melted ice in a pan and watched it turn to steam.
"I held an ice cube
today. It dripped in
my hands and
Mrs Packham
wanted to see what
would happen when
it got smaller. It
sunk in our hands.
Thank you
Mrs Packham for
letting us hold an ice
cube and my hands
were freezing!"
by Ava

"At school we put an
ice cube in our hand.
It was cold and
when we were
rubbing it, it got
smaller and smaller
and smaller and it
was dripping and
dripping and dripping
water. It melted
because our hands
are warm."
by Charlie

ROOM 2
Rm 2 have been working hard!
In maths we have been learning about patterns and how to use our skip counting to solve multiplication
problems.
In health some of us have been learning how to be Firewise and some of us have been learning how to be
safe around dogs. We had visits from the fire service and the police dog handler.

Reading Group Plays
We have continued with our reading group plays on Thursdays and our latest group
performed a hilarious version of The Little Red Hen.

Cross Country & Aerobics
We felt proud of our participation in cross country on such
a cold and rainy day and our aerobics festival went off
without a hitch.

Digital Technology
We have started our digital technology programme with Lindsay from the Invercargill Library on
Wednesday afternoons. He has been teaching us how to problem solve by using games. We join up with
Room 3 and it is a great time to make new friends and reconnect with our buddies.

As you can see we
have been busy little
bees and we can't
wait to tell you more
about it at our
parent interviews.

ROOM 3
Super busy 2 weeks!
Wow! What a busy 2 weeks we have had in Room 3.
Pink Shirt Day, Aerobics Festival, Cross Country and
Swimming Festival. Last Thursday we enjoyed the
Playhouse Theatre Company performance of the
Emperor's New Clothes and we were well and truly
ready for the long weekend!
The girls have embraced all these fun opportunities and
we are so proud of their mahi. It is fantastic to be
greeted every day by this fun loving bunch of girls who
make learning life in Room 3 fabulous!

Maths
In maths we have
been exploring
fractions. We often
work collaboratively in
teams, sharing our
ideas and questioning
each other's findings.
Here we are working
together and sharing
our ideas.

Room 3 looking fabulous for
Pink Shirt Day

Aerobics Festival
Thank you to Miss Gina for helping us create our
fantastic Dinosaur Dance. We were very pleased with
the end result!

WILD WET WINTERY WEATHER WRITING
We have been exploring how we can use
descriptive language in our writing such as
alliteration, similies, adverbs and adjectives.
Agnes wrote a great description of our Wild
Wet Wintery Weather Writing.
Our Cross Country Recounts described how
we felt and what we enjoyed about the
Cross Country. It was a fun day and we
were very proud of the girls digging in and
trying their best in the stormy conditions!

"Storming, roaring, calling,
thundering down onto the roof
tops. Children snuggling up
into their beds. The fires
burning as the rain keeps
coming until it's morning
time"

by Agnes

SO MUCH ACTION IN ROOM 3!!!

Speech Exam Preparation
We have been working hard to prepare for our speech exams next
term. They are sounding fantastic! Here we are learning our group
poetry. We are working on using expression in our voice to create
excitement. We have to work collaboratively and cooperatively.
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