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Principal's Comments
Tena koutou katoa – Greetings to you all
Bonus Points Trophies were presented today in assembly.
Congratulations to the following recipients of these
special trophies.
Room 1 Aoife Gordon
Room 2 Rosie Laughton
Room 3 Kadi Cantley
Room 4 Esme Middlebrook
Room 7 Amaya Swale-Jones
Room 6 Matilda Stevens
Room 5 Lilly Roughan
A Hugh Thank You
Thank you to everyone who has made my 15 years at St John’s
and this year specifically, so successful. Everything is a team
effort, so thank you. Thank you for coaching and/or managing
sports teams, for transporting girls, for your kind words and
deeds and for all the many things that you do to support us to
do our job and to support your daughter to succeed.

Christmas Service
Our service to celebrate the birth of Christ was held yesterday.
It was beautiful and can be viewed on our Facebook page.
Mrs Taylor does a lot of work to make this a memorable event.

Prize giving – School only in attendance
The whole school is involved in this lovely event with all girls
going up to receive something. It will be held on Tuesday
afternoon. Unfortunately, it will not be recorded as we need to
use surnames and this breaches our internet procedures.

Year 8 Leavers' Ceremony - Invited guests
Fortunately, we are able to hold a Year 8 Leavers Ceremony
with numbers limited to 50 including the girls. This will not be
recorded as the girls are often emotional.

Emergency Lockdown
We have held three drills over the last two weeks. Hopefully
we will never need to do it for real, but we do need to know
what to do.

Last Day

I value the relationships I have made over the years. We have
many amazing people in our community. Thank you for the
opportunity to get to know you and for your support.

Accounts

Organisational Matters

Please ensure all outstanding accounts are paid up before the
end of term.

Stationery
We have given each girl a copy of the next year’s stationery
list. It on also on our website, under Information for Parents.
This means that you don’t need to worry about misplacing it.
Stationery is purchased online through Office Max.

Dance Sharing - Wednesday 8th December
Each class shared their class dance in front of the school, and
with the St John’s Girls’ School community via Facebook. Log
into Facebook to view the amazing dances.
As always, Miss Gina and the girls did an incredible job. This is
one of my favourite events.

School finishes on Tuesday 14th at 3.00pm

Brenda Mackay
Principal
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BOT UPDATE

Tena koutou
With the end of another school year approaching the Board of Trustees had our final meeting for 2021
that included approving next year’s budget, reviewing this year’s academic achievement along with
planning and preparation for 2022. We are excited looking towards next year.
The girls’ 2021 achievement results remain high and very impressive considering all of the challenges
faced throughout the year. You can all be proud of what your daughter’s have achieved at school this
year.
As a Board we are regularly discussing and reviewing all of the changes that occur, sometimes on a
weekly basis with regards to the Ministry of Education’s expectations and requirements under covid
regulations.
2021 has been another challenging year for the entire school and I would like to thank the wonderful
staff who have been flexible and adaptable, navigating the continual covid affects on school and life.
As a Board we will continue to support the school to provide a positive teaching and learning
environment which is safe, legal and supportive for our girls’ and staff.
Whether you agree or disagree with the regulations, as a Board and school it is our duty to adhere to
these regulations that are provided by the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education. The school will
continue to monitor the Ministries advice and amend our protocols where needed. I thank you all for
your support and understanding during this time.
Farewell to those girls and parents leaving the school, the Board wish you all the best in your future
endeavours and hope that you will continue to support and visit St John’s Girls’ School in the years to
come.
And finally, a special farewell to Mrs Brenda Mackay who is retiring after so many wonderful years
leading our proud school. Brenda has been excellent to work with on the Board and always has every
girls’ learning, individuality and progress at the forefront of her leadership of our school.
Congratulations! Brenda has been a brilliant Principal, and now it's time for a fantastic retirement enjoy!
I wish everyone a safe and happy festive season.
Kind Regards
Mark Billcliff
BOT Presiding Member
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Coming Events
TERM 3

2022 TERM 1

December
13th
14th

February 2022
1st
Teacher Only Day
2nd
Day 1 of Term 1

Prizegiving Practice
Prizegiving
Year 8 Leavers' Ceremony

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Eloise Smith, Charlie Visser,
Grace McLeod-Young, Charlee Miles

Room 5

Janika Stirling, Pippa Keary,
Georgia Buchanan, Sophie Hall

Room 2

Maya Preininger, Lily Malcolm,
Martina Bosma

Room 6

Ada O'Connor, Sienna Pirie,
Molly Stockman, Meg Scott

Room 3

Ava Moore, Alyssa Hamilton,
Mia Reilly

Room 7

Zoe Stockman, Kiahli Brown,
Chloe Taylor, Sophie Baron

Room 4

Matilda Moody, Amelia Reijnen,
Avé Valoa-Jack, Esmé McCleery,
Alysha Jennings

Values
Cup

Nicole Carnie
Ana Packham

[Room 4]
[Room 7]
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Writing
Room 4 have been learning to improve their writing by including language features.
examples of personification, alliteration, similes and onomatopoeia.

Room 4

language fits each sentence.

Here are some

See if you can work out which
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science
We are learning about forces and motion. We are creating marble runs and developing our knowledge of
science concepts that relate to how things move.

There have been many opportunities for problem

solving and some innovative ideas explored. Here are some photos of our marble runs under construction.

Room 4 cont.

We hope to share some videos with you on our school Facebook page when they are complete.

2021

NEWSLETTER
St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

Room 5

Merry Christmas from the Room 5 girls. It's a funny feeling in our room at the moment. With just two days to go, we are feeling
nostalgic, and have mixed emotions. Excitement for what's ahead, and sadness about what is ending. Mr Hughes is feeling the same
as he prepares to leave the classroom.
We completed our teddy bear cushions this week. They are stunning and all of the many hours of blanket stitching made it all
worthwhile. We are very proud of them!
We've been making memory books as keepsakes of our time here. They are full of photos and written memories from our classmates
and the staff. Mrs Dawkins helped us to make some very cool Christmas wreaths to take home too, using just coathangers and
fabric scraps.
Happy holidays to you all. Meri Kirimete!
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eating ............

Room 6

Creating ............

The girls have worked so hard this year and were rewarded by creating Christmas gingerbread
houses. This is a fabulous way to finish the year. We thought we would share our creations with
you today.

Room 6 wish
everyone a
very merry
Christmas
and a well
deserved
holiday.
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WINTER WONDERLAND

Lester House

Matilda, Olivia S, Scarlett, Meg and Holly

Room 6 cont.

☃️ We chose this theme as it is nearing Christmas and we were recently reading a Christmas book with
Mrs Dawkins. The book was called, Narnia! We knew the finer details were going to be hard to excel in
especially in the short time frame. So as a team we compromised and went with a similar topic that was
easier to create – Winter Wonderland. We loved making the gingerbread house and we really think that
we worked well as a team. We were having doubts about it at the start but in the end, we were surprised
with our final creation! We were very proud ☃️

Kiwi Christmas

Alabaster House

Luca, Emelia, Amy, Molly and Ada

We really liked moulding the fondant figures. It was a little challenging, but somethings were easy to
create. Miss Gill was also helpful with all our challenging things, like putting on the icing and assembling
the house. We spent Monday cooking the gingerbread houses and moulding the fondant. We then built
and decorated the gingerbread house on Tuesday. The judges awarded us 3rd equal place. We decided on
a kiwi Christmas theme because we all live in NZ!! It was fun working with everyone in our house and
decorating the gingerbread house.
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Fairy Wonderland

Enderby House

Charlee, Sienna M, Olive, Alicia, Ella and Lily

Room 6 cont.

We made a fairy wonderland gingerbread house because we could make it pretty. The hardest part was
creating the popcorn and fondant trees because the popcorn wouldn’t stick to the icing. We had lots of
fun making the gingerbread house because we were working with sweets and we worked well as a team.
The judges awarded our house first place 🥇. It took lots of hard work especially when the trees kept on
falling over. Our favourite part of making the gingerbread house was when we had to shape and colour
the fondant.

The North Pole

Marchant House

Olivia, Harlow, Nicola, Lucy and Sienna P

We were inspired by a bunch of different ideas including a Santa farmhouse, a snow wonderland and
Santa’s workshop. We merged these ideas together and came up with the North Pole. We were
fortunate enough to be able to bring everything we needed.
We worked together very well and produced an amazing creation. We had a lot of fun and there was a lot
of teamwork involved.
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Room 7

This term we were fortunate enough to go back to table tennis, on Monday afternoons, and
complete our course five lessons. Everybody definitely improved over the time we attended. There
was hot competition to earn the title of “Queen of the Table” each week.

In Maths we spent some
weeks learning how to use
number and symbols flexibility.
We explored patterns such as
Pascal’s Triangle and learnt
how to write mathematical
expressions in a way that
represented specific patterns.
The final challenge was to see
how many numbers from 1100 only using the digits
1492, and the symbols -,+ x
and ÷ . Why don’t you have a
try and see how many you can
make!
We were fortunate enough to
borrow a class set of
Micro:bits this term, courtesy
of the Digital Technologies
Teachers Aoteroa lending
library. We learnt how to
create various programmes
using block code, which we
then flashed to the Micro:bits.
Activities included games like
paper, scissors, rock and step
counters.
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Room 7 cont.

This term we have combined science and writing. We have explored some simple machines. First we made gears from
lids and mints. Then we used rulers to make levers. Finally we used cotton reels and kebab sticks to make pulleys. We
were able to investigate each of these machines and discover the way they make life easier for us. We followed this up
by writing explanations about how each of these simple machines worked.

On Tuesday we made Christingles for our Christmas Service. We felt very festive. The meaning of these was explained as
part of the service.

For inquiry we have been learning about design thinking, iterative process that provides a solution-based approach to
solving problems. Throughout this process students are encouraged to understand their user, challenge assumptions,
and redefine problems. We have completed a variety of challenges in which we needed to create a prototype for a
particular user. One challenge involved making five different prototypes of a chair, using a variety of materials from
popsicle sticks to modelling clay. It has been challenging, but lots of fun too!
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SCHOOL BUSSES

Go Bus will not be operating their normal school run after Friday 10 December. If your daughter
catches the bus to and from school you need to arrange alternative transport for Monday [13
December] and Tuesday [14 December] next week.

NEWS / NOTICES

LOST PROPERTY

We have lots of unnamed lost property in the office. If your daughters are missing anything please get
them to come and see if it is in the pile. Anything not claimed by the end of the year will be donated to
charity.
2022 S TA TIONE R Y

Back to school stationery – order now!
We’ve teamed up with OfficeMax to make getting school ready faster! Your daughter's class list is
available now on the OfficeMax MySchool website – https://www.myschool.co.nz/stjohnsgirls
We encourage you to order early to ensure your daughter has all her stationery requirements ready to
go in plenty of time for the start of Term 1. Don’t wait until mid-January, order now and avoid the back
to school rush.
Laybuy* is also available, so you can pay in 6 weekly, interest-free payments - and still get your order
right away. Or you can pay by internet banking, credit card or debit card.
When you shop on myschool.co.nz you’ll receive free delivery on orders over $46*. You will also help our
school earn school rewards* that we use to purchase much needed extra resources for our school.
* Terms & Conditions apply, see myschool.co.nz for details.
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