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Principal’s Comments     
 

Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 

 

 

Thank you to the Parents’ Association for organising the Arts Festival.  It was a lovely night, bringing the school  

community together.  A huge thank you to the members of the Parents’ Association and to all the girls who helped  

to set it up and who performed as part of the choir and kapahaka.  Thank you, teachers, for your input too, leading  

the choir and kapahaka and sharing your artistic talents. 

 

Christian Education Speeches 

The Year 8 girls are delivering their Christian Education speeches next Wednesday at 10.50am in the school hall.   

You are welcome to come along.  Sorry but no preschoolers. 

 

School Photos 

School photos will be taken on Thursday 22nd October, in the morning.  Each class has a class photo taken plus  

every girl has an individual photo taken.  Sisters at St John’s can have their photo taken together  if 

Mrs McEntyre has received the permission slip by Wednesday 21st.  We also take house photos.   A pack will be  

sent out for you to view before ordering. 

 

Familiarisation Morning - Wednesday 13th November 

Familiarisation morning for the 2021 new girls is Wednesday 18th November. This year there are currently sixteen  

new girls, (excluding new entrants).   All girls spend some time during this morning, in their 2021 classroom with  

their 2021 teacher and classmates.   

 

2021 Start Date 

The Teacher Only Day will be on Tuesday 2nd February. School will start on Wednesday 3rd February. 

 
 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm regards) 
 
Brenda Mackay 
Principal 
 
 
 



A valuable read 
 
Working With Lawnmower Parents 
 
Over-parenting was often called ‘helicopter parenting’, as these parents hover over children to make 
sure nothing goes wrong.  Research shows that today’s parents spend more time per day parenting 
than in the 1980s. 
 
Parents are ;protective by nature but some consistently intervene to help children avoid any kind of 
failure.  Lawnmower parents go to whatever lengths necessary to prevent their child from having to 
face any adversity, struggle or failure.  Instead of preparing their children with the skills to cope with 
the challenges they are likely to face, they mow obstacles down so kids wont face them in the first 
place.  Media often refer to children of such parents as ‘cotton wool’ or ‘bubble wrap’ kids.  In To Kill 
a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch says, ‘There’s a lot of ugly things in this world, son.  I wish I could keep 
‘em all away from you.  That’s never possible.” 
 
Obviously most parents want what is best for their child.  However, by limiting the opportunity that 
children have to respond to difficulties and day to day challenges, they limit their  
development of resilience.  It also limits the child’s ability to cope with the disappointment of not 
getting something they want.  Studies have found negative consequences of over-parenting on the 
child include less autonomy, decreased levels of self-regulation, increased narcissism, attention 
seeking and wanting approval and direction from others. 

 
This type of overbearing parenting seems to be  
increasing.  It may be the result of the parents’ anxiety about    
safety of concern for the future or eagerness to address  
perceived short-comings in their own childhood or an  
over-abundance of misdirected love.  Whatever the reason, it 
isn’t particularly helping the child.  The irony is, when kids are 
micro-managed by their parents, the kids don’t develop the ‘ 
self-controlled skills” that are necessary for achieving long-term 
goals. 
 

It is important that children are allowed to make mistakes and to learn from them.  Obviously this is 
better when the price for the mistake is relatively small.  Because parents intervene  
prematurely, children often miss the unpleasantness of their actions. 
 
Whilst parents mean well, some parents don’t realise what they are doing until it is brought to 
their attention.  It can be helpful to sensitively bring to the parent’s attention that their ‘rescuing’ 
behaviour is not helping their child.  Endeavour to build a partnership with the parent by talking 
about the importance of the child taking responsibility, facing the consequences of their decisions 
and making better choices. If you never trip over untied laces, you fail to see the importance of 
tying them.  These sorts of lessons—painful, uncomfortable, necessary—help children make better 
choices.  Northing modifies a child’s behaviour more efficiently than natural consequences. 
 
Both teachers and parents want kids to develop to be resilient, independent and responsible  
contributors to society.  The only way they can learn that is through experiencing  
disappointment, taking responsibility for their actions, picking themselves back up again, looking for 
a different path or outcome and making better choices.  
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Steve Francis MScM, Bed, DipT                                                                              www.SteveFrancis.net.au 

 

Steve is an expert in school leadership and work-life satisfaction.  Steve was a Principal for 20 years and is 

the author of four books.  ‘Time Management for Teachers’, ‘A Gr8 Life… Live it Now!’,  

‘First Semester Can Make or Break You!’ and ‘Attitude is Everything’.  Steve lives in Brisbane with his wife 

and family but works with school leaders and staff in school across Australia and internationally.  

Kids who receive the best 
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have opportunities to  

practice defeat will later 

struggle when coping with 

life’s messy nature 

 

Jenny Rankin 



TERM 4 

October 

20th   Parents’ Association meeting 7pm  

21st   Christian Education Speeches  10.50am  

22nd   Photos  

26th   Labour Day—No School 

28th   Zone Athletics—8-10 yr olds as at Dec 2019 

29th   Zone Athletics  - postponement date 

November 

3rd   Dance Exams 

4th   Dance Exams 

5th   Greats & Grans 

  BOT meeting 5.30 

6th   Yr 4 Speech Exams  

9th   Teacher Only Day—School Closed 

10th   Science Road Road—Seniors 

11th   BOP Meeting 

  Yr 3 Speech  

12th   Disco  

13th   Secondary School New Entrant day  

14th   Southland Primary School Athletics  

18th   Familiarisation Morning  

20th   2021 House Captains announced 

23rd   Mufti 

27th   Stripes Awarded  

30th   Tabloids 

  House lunches 

December 

3rd  Reports Out  

  Christmas Service practice am  

  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

4th   Christmas Service 1.30pm First Church 

  Bonus Points Trophies  

7th   Aviary Lunch 

9th   Prizegiving practice am 

  Dance Sharing 1pm  

10th   Prizegiving 1.30pm School Hall 

  Year 8 leavers afternoon tea 3pm.  

  Last Day of Term  

 

2021 

2nd  Feb Teacher Only Day 

3rd Feb  School starts 8.45am.  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Leah Hamilton, Sophia Lillo-Dockerty, 
  Ava Amar, Rosie Laughton,  
  Lara Preininger, Madeleine Davison 
Room 2 Evie Erskine, Kadi Cantley, 
  Eilidh Gordon, Gracie Dennis 
Room 3 Kiran Gilmete, Sophia Warbrick-Smith, 
  Sofia Peters,  Lucia Erskine,  
  Alysha Jennings, Ave Valoa-Jack 
Room 4 Claire Morris, Olivia Gibson,  
  Christabel Billcliff, Lucy Middlemass, 
  Chloe Taylor, Kiahli Brown 
Room 5 Louella Mirrielees-Huxtable, Rosa Smith, 
  Brooke Acker, Meila Winsloe-Viel, 
  Sienna Erskine  
Room 6 Lilly Roughan, Janika Stirling,  
  Lucia Hughes, Georgia Buchanan, 
  Harlow Sheehan, Jessica Huang 
Room 7 Sienna Macpherson, Olivia Sorensen,   
  Lucy Watt, Lily Morgan, Alicia Purdon 
  
Values Cup 
 
25 Sept  Sacha McKenzie              Rm 6 
15 Oct  Greer Valli    Rm 1  

            REMINDERS 

Late arrivals:     
All girls arriving at school after 8.45am must report to the 
office before going to assembly, so please remind your 
daughter when you drop her off.   Bus girls are the only 
exception.  
 
Reporting Absences: 
All absences must be reported to the office before 8.45am 
with a reason for the absence.  If you email an absence to 
the class teacher please ensure you include of-
fice@stjohnsgirls.school.nz.    
 
Picking up girls for appointments: 
Please notify the office if you are taking your daughter  
out during class time. Ask your daughter to wait for you  
at the office.  You can drive in the main entrance off Dee 
Street and when your daughter sees your car she can go  
to meet you.   Mrs McEntyre will sign your daughter out 
and sign her back in when she arrives back at school.   
Also inform the office if your daughter is going to be  
late due to an early appointment.  
 
Drop Gear Off  for Girls: 
Anything you need to drop off for your daughter is to  
be left at the office. Mrs McEntyre will contact your 
daughter and let her know it’s there.  
 
Arrival Time at School should not be before 8.15am 
please.   This is for the safety of your daughter as she 
would be unsupervised.  
 

DATE CHANGES 

Was   20th  Yr 8 Self Defence - all day 

          21st  Yr 8 Self Defence - am only  

NEW DATES 

20th Nov  Yr 8 Self Defence - all day 

27th Nov     Yr 8 Self Defence - am only  


