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St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

Greetings from the
Principal
Malo, Ola, Kia ora koutou
I am pleased to be able to report to you that we almost resemble normality
here at school. It really is refreshing. While I appreciate that Covid is still very
apparent in our community, it seems that Omicron delivered its rough recipe
to St John’s last term. Our attendance numbers are almost resembling those
of a typical week and Covid isn’t now the primary focus of our day,
organisationally speaking.
I spoke to the school in assembly on the first day of the term and together we
all made a deal. We decided that Covid would not be what was at the
forefront of our minds this term. Yes we would continue to be aware and
cautious, but we would make our exciting day ahead, our learning and our
relationships our top priority!
Welcome
We are delighted to have Mr Brodie in Room 5. The girls are enjoying learning
about him, as he is them. We have welcomed his wife and sons into the
St John’s family. I know Mr Brodie is looking forward to meeting you all.
Attendance
We are noticing a greater number of absences occurring in relation to long
weekends away, extra-curricular events etc. We understand that sometimes
timings are outside your control but we do ask that you avoid school days
when making plans.
I discovered the information below, recently:
If a student is 10 minutes late to school every day, here is how much valuable
learning time they miss out on:
50 minutes per week
500 minutes per term (that’s almost 1 and a half school days)
2000 minutes per year (that’s more than a week of learning)
At St John’s we value our structed routines, punctuality and high standards.
Please endeavour to have your daughter at school on time each day.

Renovations
We are thrilled to have large bright modern classrooms for Rooms 4 and 7 to
learn in. These projects have now been completed. While living in the library
wasn’t ideal for these classes, it was certainly worth the wait! The majority
of our school now has a brand new roof too!
The additional office that has been built onto the administration block is my
bright new space. We are lucky to now have an extra office for meetings,
interviews, teachers to work in, teacher aide groups etc. Thank you to the
BOP for your involvement in these big projects.
Slide
The progress on our gigantic slide is happening, albeit slowly. As you will
understand there is a huge demand on trade services and supplies. We are
very grateful to the generous families who are helping us to create such a
brilliant piece of playground equipment for our girls. We will celebrate with
you all at the official opening!
Sport
It is exciting to see sports happening again. Thank you to the parents who
are coaching or managing teams this term; your work is invaluable. Some
girls are out of routine with having weekly practices, so please help your
daughter to remember what day she needs gear etc.
Kaiarahi
Whakamihi (Congratulations) to our newly appointed Kaiarahi leaders.
These eight girls will lead projects in the school, provide student voice,
publicise St John’s, act as Cultural leaders and more! 19 high caliber
applications were received from across Years 7 and 8. The standard was
very high.
I am looking forward to working with these girls:
Christabel Billcliff
Sienna Macpherson
Ana Packham
Amy Fieten
Luca Unahi
Meg Scott
Shanna-Beth Smith
Lucy Middlemass
I wish you all a safe weekend enjoying some of the things that ‘fill your
bucket’, whether that be park walks, banter with friends in the maimai, or
just laying down with a good book!

Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal
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Coming Events

TERM 2

July

May

June
2nd

6th
17th
22nd
23rd
24th
30th

Zone Cross Country
Playhouse Theatre
Staff Only Day [school closed]
Zone Cross Country [postponement
day]
Queen's Birthday [school closed]
Southland Cross Country
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Matariki Breakfast
Matariki [school closed]
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]

1st
5th - 8th

Reports Out
Life Education Visit

3rd

Interviews [School closes at 2pm]
Interviews [School closes at 3pm]
Stripes and Bonus points awarded
Last day of Term 2

5th
6th
8th

Mufti-Day
Aerobics Festival
School Swimming Sports
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]

20th
25th
26th

July

TERM 3

July
Day 1 of Term 3
25th
25th - 29th Room 5 Deep Cove Camp
August
9th
10th
11th
12th
16th
17th
17th - 19th
18th

Speech Exams [Yr 8]
Speech Exams [Yr 7]
First Aid [Yr 8]
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/5/6/7]
First Aid [Yr 7]
Speech Exams [Yr 6]
Mufti Day
Speech Exams [Yr 5]
Room 6 Dunedin Camp
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/3/4/8]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Beau McRae-Bothamley, Lucy Dixon-Calder,
Charlie Visser, Grace McLeod-Young,
Penny Sloan, Ava Davies

Room 5

Meg Scott, Harlow Sheehan,
Ada O'Connor, Emelia King,
Olive Rutledge, Amy Fieten

Room 2

Eloise Smith, Emily Mitchell, Lara Preininger,
Mackenzie Brown, Lucy Jenkins,
Lola Rutledge

Room 6

Anna Amar, Shanna-Beth Smith,
Stella Lal, Catlin Brady, Ana Packham,

Room 3

Isla Ward, Meila Greiving, Emily Laughton,
Elizabeth Chong, Ella Calvert, Laura Maxwell

Room 7

Jessica Hay, Leah McEwan,
Esmé Middlebrook, Zoe Laughton,
Lucia Erskine, Kiran Gilmete

Room 4

Zoe McMillan, Abby Unahi, Paige Robertson,
Nevaeh Roughan, Ava Moore

Values
Cup

Sophia Risk
[Room 1]
Kyla-Rose Jarvis-Patterson [Room 2]

ROOM 1
AUTUMN WRITING

“When the leaves fall they flutter
to the ground. They make a
crunchy sound when you step on
them. The leaves change colour to
red, yellow, orange and brown.”
Mayha

It is Autumn. I like when the leaves
change colours to orange and
brown, yellow and red. I like when I
step on the leaves and the leaves
make crunchy sounds.”
Charlie

“Leaves are pretty because they are
Autumn colours. The colours are
brown, yellow and orange, also red.
Leaves are fun to play with because

“Autumn is a lot of fun because

they make a crunchy sound.”

you can jump in the leaves. I can lie

Nina

down in the leaves. I can see red and
brown and yellow and orange. I like
Autumn because I can throw the
leaves up in the air and I like it when
it falls down on my head.”
Ava

ROOM 1
MOTHER'S DAY
We worked hard to make some lovely Mother's Day cards to give to our wonderful Mums who do so much for
us.

PATTERNS IN MATHS
Our big idea for Maths is about seeing and making patterns. We have been looking inside the classroom and

outside to collect the patterns that we can see everywhere. The girls thought is was great fun to notice that we
wear patterns too. We have been practising making repeating patterns with beads and blocks.

ROOM 2
WELCOME TO OUR AUTUMN NEWSLETTER
We have had a lovely start to the term and it is so good to have most of our girls here most days. We have
achieved a lot in the short time we have been back.

Here in Room

We have

2 we have

added our

made a start

holiday

on our

writing to

calendar art

some lovely

with these

autumn

gorgeous

leaves.

pumpkins.

We are well

underway with our

beautiful Pepehas.

A big thank you for

all your help getting
the information for
these to us.

In Science we are beginning to explore our ideas of
what makes a solid, liquid or gas. We know a lot
already! We can't wait to start doing some
experiments,

Another one of our

reading groups have
performed their play

for us. We all enjoyed
their take on

Goldilocks and the
Three Bears.

In Maths we have

been thinking about

how we could find the
answer to a problem
by counting in 2, 5,
10s.

We have so much to look forward to over the

rest of the term with lots of exciting upcoming
events such as: mufti day, the aerobics

festival, cross country and a Matariki breakfast
to name a few.

Nga mihi from all the stars in Room 2

ROOM 3
CELEBRATING EASTER HOLIDAYS
Room 3 are very happy to be back at school and into all our classroom routines and
the timetable. We have been busy celebrating our Easter holidays and have produced
some bunny cards with our Easter hopes, silhouettes and our Easter happenings.

AUTUMN
Autumn is all around us and we have been busy exploring, writing, creating and
drawing. Here are a few examples of what we have been working on; our Autumn
words, Autumn leaf critters, Autumn pumpkins, Autumn Haiku poems and Autumn
leaves.
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AFTER
SCHOOL CARE
Reminders:
Girls are to be picked up from
after school care no later than
5.15pm

NEWS / NOTICES

Permanent girls to have accounts
paid fortnightly
Casual girls to have accounts paid
weekly

SCHOOL SWIMMING
SPORTS
St John's Girls' School Swimming Sports is set to take place at Splash Palace on Thursday
26th May from 9.30- 11.30 am. This event is held for our Year 4-8 girls who have passed
their 200m.
There are two options for our swimmers - competitive and non-competitive.
To run this event, we require a helping hand. If you are available please let the school know.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
Hopefully we have some of the Year 8 parents training hard for the Parents vs Year 8s race!
Parents please let Mrs Russell know if you are keen to jump into the pool!!
Please feel free to come along and support your daughter. There will be spectator seats
available near the shallow end of the pool. Also, please ensure your daughter is not wearing
any jewellery.

