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Greetings from the
Principal
Tena koutou katoa, Ata mārie, Kia ora

Haere mai ki te wiki o Te reo Māori!
It is certainly hard to fathom that Term 3 is coming to an end.
They do say that time flies when you’re having fun! Please
check the events calendar as we have a busy time
approaching.
Thank you for all of your support with my ‘Rocking with the
Stars’ adventure. It meant the world to look out into the crowd
and see some very colourful handmade signs of
encouragement from our girls. It was nice to be able to give
back to such a worthy cause. My partner Mackensie and I
danced for the girls in assembly on Monday morning. I talk a
lot about challenging ourselves, taking risks, and giving others,
so it was nice to show the girls what I’ve been up to in this area.
After all, the staff are learners too!
Attendance
We are coming to the end of the colder months and are seeing
some of those colds and flus clearing up. As a school
community we need to place an emphasis on having strong
attendance rates.The pandemic has affected attendance and
achievement nationwide. It’s important we understand that
non-essential events taking girls away from school play a
significant impact in achievement, consistency, resilience and
the sense of learning ownership.
We understand that things do arise, and are often out of your
control. Let’s work together to maximise teaching and learning
time.

Dance Exams
Our school dance exams are in the last week of this term. When
we have the exam timetable available we will communicate
what day your daughter needs to be prepared for, and how the
exam will require her hair to be. The girls have worked hard
with Miss Gina and we look forward to them having the
opportunity to demonstrate their talents!
Invercargill Schools Speech Competition
Best wishes to Avē Valoa-Jack and Kiran Gilmete who are
competing at the Southland Grand Final on Monday evening in
Winton. We wish you every success and know that you will do
yourselves proud, regardless of the outcome. Good luck!
Uniform Expectations
At St John’s we are proud of our uniform and wear it with
pride. I reiterated the expectations to the girls in assembly on
Tuesday. We must keep standards high.
Jackets are not to be worn without a cardigan on. The
cardigan is the first thing to be put on if a girl is feeling
cold. They should come to school every day.
PE/dance socks must be the white socks that are folded to
the ankle. Invisible socks are not permitted.
Earrings are small plain gold, silver, navy or clear studs.
I stressed the importance of the girls ensuring they have what
they need for the day ahead. It is not the responsibility of
parents to ensure their older girls have their PE and dance
items of clothing ready. Checking to ensure they are prepared
for the day ahead is a good habit to teach, right from new
entrants. We understand that mishaps happen. If this is the
case, send an email to your daughter’s teacher explaining.
Let’s empower our girls to be independent!

Invoices
A reminder that both BOT and BOP invoices were due mid
term. We ask that these are paid promptly please. Thank you
to those families who have taken care of these already.
The donations that you pay to our school make an incredible
difference. This is what allows our school to be the special
place that it is. Without these contributions, we cannot operate
at the standard we do whilst also providing so many
opportunities.
We are able to provide the very low class sizes as the Board
employs additional teachers above what we are funded for.
Our wonderful teacher aides provide support in most classes,
another cost we are not funded for. All sports registrations,
dance and speech exam costs, performers, field trips,
swimming lessons etc are able to be paid by the school thanks
to the payments that you make.

We look forward to seeing you more on the school grounds
now that the restrictions have eased. We miss the contact with
our girls’ families! Please remember that parents are always
welcome to attend our daily assemblies.
Have a wonderfully restful or productive weekend - whatever it
is you need to fill your cup!
Nga mihi nui
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal

Our school is incredibly well resourced. Our classrooms, hall
and grounds are all owned by the Board of Proprietors. The
girls are so fortunate to work in such vibrant, warm, spacious
classrooms. Our special character, including Christian
Education, is also funded by your donation.

Board Report
A School board’s role is to oversee the governance of its school. We are pleased to announce the 2022 newly elected
St John’s Girls’ School Board Members are:
Nathan Hughes, Sandy Gilmete, Mark Billcliff, Anna Reilly, Kate Brady, Raewyn King (BOP Representative), Tony Miles
and Sarah Jagoutz (Staff Representative).
Our School Board Members have a wide range of skills and expertise which will assist in setting out the overall strategic
direction for the school in the best interest of our students and staff. The Principal is the Board’s Chief Executive and he will
manage the day to day operations of our School to ensure consistency with the Board’s directions and policies. The Board’s
key role is to:
1. Ensure all students reach their highest possible standard;
2. Set the school's strategic direction in consultation with parents, students and the wider school community;
3. Taking care of school staff by ensuring they are equipped with all required teaching resources; and
4. Oversee the management of the school.
We are all parents and understand the importance of our children’s education and wellbeing at our school. In order for us to
learn about each student and their parent’s experience, the Board sends out an annual survey. We value consultation and it
is very important that we collect all feedback and action it as appropriate.
This year the survey was sent out on Friday 9th September and we greatly appreciate all who completed it (the survey ends
at 3pm on 16th September). We the Board members look forward to working with our very experienced staff, students,
parents and the community.
Ngā Mihi
Sandy Gilmete
Presiding Member - St John's Girls' School Board
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Coming Events
TERM 3

TERM 4

September
21st
23rd
26th
27th

27th - 29th
28th

29th
30th

BoP Meeting [5.30 pm]
Gym Festival
[School Closed] Queen Elizabeth II
Memorial Day
7/8 year olds' Running Comp [12.00 pm]
Junior School - Old School Day
Celebration
Dance Exams
SMAC Maths Comp [JHC Senior]
Yr 7 5.00 pm
Yr 8 5.45 pm
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Bonus Points Awarded
Father/Daughter Netball [Yr 8 2.00 pm]
Last Day of Term 3

October
17th
20th

Day 1 of Term 4
Disco
Maori Consultation Evening
Labour Day [Public Holiday]
NZ ShakeOut
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Zone Athletics
Zone Athletics Postponement Day

24th
27th
28th
31st
November
2nd
10th
16th
17th

Fire Art Workshop
Greats and Grands
Familiarisation Morning
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Arts Extravaganza [6.30 pm]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Charlie Visser, Amelia Gladwin,
Amelia Maxwell, Beau McRae-Bothamley

Room 5

Sienna Pirie, Olive Rutledge,
Matilda Stevens, Stacy-Jay Harvey

Room 2

Maggie Mulqueen, Amelia Bosma,
Madeleine Davison, Aoife Gordon

Room 6

Claire Morris, Isabella Moore,
Sophie Baron, Isabella McNamara

Room 3

Leah Hamilton, Elise Davison,
Courtney Mackie, Agnes Russell

Room 7

Avé Valoa-Jack, Amelia Frew,
Libby Hamilton, Alysha Jennings

Room 4

Gwynedd Ryder, Willow Harper

Values
Cup

Millie Dobbie
Liliana Clinckett

[Room 1]
[Room 7]
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Spring is Here!
Everyone is getting
very excited at school
because spring is
coming. We are
starting to see some
beautiful flowers and
trees in bloom, take
the blossom tree for
example, its pink
blossoms are looking
so amazing! We are
expecting to see it
explode with a shroud
of blossoms.

Another sight of
spring is that the girls
have a brand new slide
to have heaps of fun
on, especially on these
sunny days! The girls
are loving to test all of
the ways to go down
it; one of the most
popular ways is the
train.
Sienna, Luca, Shanna-Beth, Amy,
Ana, Lucy, Meg and Christabel

ROOM 1 NEWS
SHAPES
Room 1 have been learning how to
describe the attributes of shapes,
saying the name of the shape, their
size, their thickness and colour whero, kakariki, kowhai or kikorangi
/ kahurangi. We have also been
learning about the different ways
we can sort things into groups.

OLDEN DAYS

To find out more about life in our Great Grandparents'
days we have used books from the National Library
to do some research and we have listened to speakers
who have visited us at school. Aunty Judith came to
see us and talked about what it was like to go to
school when she was young. We are looking forward
to holding our Olden Days School Day.

STORY WRITING
We used this picture as a prompt for
story writing. Here are 2 examples of
stories from Room 1.

Once upon a time a little teddy bear called Olivia went on an adventure
to find a crystal that could turn her into a human, so she packed her
bag for the trip then she went into the forest.
She walked and walked and walked until she came to a cave. It had
crystals inside. Olivia took one, then she walked home. When Olivia got
home she didn’t know how to turn herself into a human. She tried and
tried, but nothing happened. Then a note came flying down. Olivia read
the note and it said “Be kind”, but she didn’t know what it meant, but
she realised she was saying “I wish I was a human”, but Olivia knew
what the clue meant, so she said “I wish I was a human please.” Then
she turned into a human. Then she lived happily ever after.
by Mayha

Teddy was feeling a little tired, so he went to
sleep. When he woke up he was hungry so he
went shopping. Teddy bought a chocolate bar and
chips. After, Teddy ate the chips he was happy,
then he was skipping and played on the slide.
by Eleanor

ROOM 2 NEWS
SEWING
We are making a
class rag doll.
We
have been learning to
thread a needle and
sew a running stitch.
Tying a knot at the
end of the cotton is till
a bit tricky!

SPRING
Spring is here and we
have been making
daffodils to go on our
spring wall display.

MATHS
RUNNING
We had lots of fun
at the try outs for
our
inter
school
running races.

DIGITAL
TECHNOLOGY
We
have
been
enjoying our Digital
Technology
sessions
with Greer from the
Invercargill
Library.
We have had to make
a tall tower and a
bridge that will hold
an egg.

In maths we made a
giant number line to
100 and then solved a
whole
range
of
problems to place on
each number. Lots of
great problem solving
and teamwork..

SPRING
WRITING
We are practising
using a plan to help us
get our ideas in order.

ROOM 3 NEWS
CULTURAL DAY
Room 3 thoroughly enjoyed our Cultural Day. We all loved the opportunity to dress up in
what our culture means to us and share and learn with our classmates about each
others’ culture.
Everyone enjoyed the great activities that our Kaiarahi organised and the chance to be
with their house group to explore each culture and have shared kai together.
The day was a huge success and there is already talk about what cultures they will learn
about next time.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
WITH GREER
We are very fortunate to have Greer join us from the
Invercargill Public Library to teach us a variety of Digital
Technology skills. The last 2 weeks we have had Lego
challenges and the chatter and teamwork in the room has
been amazing. Greer sets the girls a challenge and they
have to work with a buddy and discuss possible solutions
and problem solve together to achieve their goal. One
challenge was to build a bridge over a river to transport a
cow to another field and the other was to build a high wall
and using a pulley to transport a picnic basket over the
wall. There were squeals of delight as the girls completed
their task with success.

MONDAY SPORT
We have been having a fantastic time at the stadium this term developing our miniball
and rippa rugby skills. We are lucky to be able to go to the stadium and have coaching in
a variety of sports and for many girls this gives them a passion to give a new sport a go.
During our sessions we work on skills, drills and have fun playing a variety of games.
“It’s fun!” Evie
“We love all the fun games we play.” Courtney
We can rip and run but we can’t hide.” Rosie
“Sometimes it’s hard but I keep trying.” Morrigan
“Georgia always encourages us and supports us.” Elise
“When I shoot a goal I feel good about myself.” Isla

14 MAY 2021

NEWSLETTER

2022

NEWSLETTER

St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

St John's Girls' School

NEWS / NOTICES

Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

Term 4 is just around the corner, which means the girls
will be wearing their summer uniforms. We strongly
recommend they also have sunhats for the lovely hot
sunny days we will be getting...
These can be purchased from the Warehouse - see the
following link
https://www.thewarehouse.co.nz/p/schooltex-buckethat/R1814172.html

