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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
We are getting closer to the hall being completed. Throughout the process, the goal posts seemed to have constantly 
moved as issues have become apparent.  We have to keep focusing on the fact that it is going to be a fantastic resource 
which will be there for a long time.  We also have to keep remembering that the building was 100 years’ old which  
has hidden some major issues, such as two walls that allowed daylight through once the internal cladding was removed, 
allowing rain to flow in freely, rotting the timber structure!  The new hall is going to be so much warmer as the old one 
had no insulation!   Hopefully it will be completed by the end of the month. 
The plan is to have a dawn blessing.  Once we know when it will be complete, I will advise the details. 
 
2020 Class Structure 
Planning the structure of the school is different every year, being dependant on class numbers and enrolments.  In 2020, 
the new entrants and Year 1 girls will be in Room 1.   All the Year 2 and Year 3 girls will be together in Room 2 and 
there will be straight classes from Year 4 – Year 8.  This means that each year level from Year 4 upwards, will be a class 
on its own.  
There is space for a couple of Year 5 or Year 6 girls in 2020, if you  know of someone who is thinking about moving 
their daughter.  
 
Private Board required in 2020 
Two of our current boarders require private board, (Monday 3pm till Friday 8.30am), with a caring family, either  
separately or together for 2020.   One student will be in Year 7 and the other, Year 8 next year.  We would love to keep 
these girls at St John’s but without board, that may not happen.  If you are able to help, please contact me asap. 
 
Citizenship Board 
Last year, our wonderful Parents’ Association agreed to donate money towards a Citizenship Board for the hall, to sit 
alongside the Dux Board.  Due to the hall being updated, this was put on the back burner.  I’m delighted to tell you I am 
now in the process of getting it sorted.   The names will go back to the year 2000.  I am very excited about this! 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations to the four girls who have been chosen to represent St John’s at the second round of the Southland 
Speech competition on 22nd August.  We wish you all the very best. 
 
Year 5/6:  Ella Pope, Shikayla Brown 
Year 7/8:  Katie Pope,  Amy Brand 
 
The standard of the speeches and the number of girls who entered  is the highest, it has ever been.  Nineteen girls entered 
and all staff were delighted with the standard.     
 
Have a fantastic weekend.   
 
 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)  
Brenda Mackay 
 
 
 
 



Term 2  

 

August 

23rd  Father/daughter netball 2pm  

28th   BOT meeting 5.30pm 

30th   Dreamweaver 

  Polyfest 2.10pm—ILT Stadium  

Sept 

3rd   BOP meeting 7pm 

5th   Disco  - moved to 12 September 

11th   Christian Education Speeches  1pm  

12th   Rm 4 Speech Exams 

  Disco  

19th   School Photos 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

24th   Dance Exams 

25th   Dance Exams 

27th   Last day Term 3 

 

October 

14th   First day Term 4  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Maya Preininger, Courtney Mackie 
Room 2 Gracie Dennis, Alysha Jennings, 
  Summer Behl, Amelia Reijnen 
Room 3  Lucia Erskine, Zoe Laughton, 
  Bonnie Mcintosh, Clementine Wood 
Room 4 Emelia King, Olivia Gibson,  
  Sienna Macpherson, Hazel Stevenson  
Room 5 Madison Butler, Bianca Collie, 
  Holly Driver, Anita White 
Room 6 Brooke Acker, Tayla Dawson, 
  Laura McDowall, Amy Brand   
Room 7 Lucy Muir, Ella Pope, Sienna Hunter, 
  Grace Pope 
   
Values Cup:  
9.8.19  Mia Padgett  Room 2 
16.8.19  Jessica Hay   Room 3  

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school 
from 3.15 to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or 
permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is  
expected you will pay on the day.  If your daughter 
attends on a regular basis, payment is expected 
weekly. This is an excellent  service offered to the 
school by Mrs Wilson so please use it. 

REPORTING ABSENCES   
Please phone or email the office  before 8.45am if you 
know your daughter will be absent.  Remember to say 
why she is away otherwise she is considered truant.  
Messages can be left on the answer phone. 
 
If you daughter is late to school please remind her to  
report to the office when she arrives. 
 

Lucy Muir’s art was selected for the 2019 ILT Art Awards  
exhibition. Over 80 entries with approximately 60 being chosen.  
Lucy’s art, that she created last year at school was chosen to exhibit 
against all age categories.  
What an honour Lucy. We are all very proud of you. 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be signed out, and 
back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is going to 
leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, coach sport 
etc must also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  



ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

Room 4 have been learning about countries all over the world. The wall is 
filled with amazing questions that we hope to find the answers to. Yesterday 
we GoogleEarthed our way to our country and spent some time strolling down 
the streets. We found many similarities and comparisons with New Zealand.  
 
Molly noticed a vast difference with the parks. Queens Park was lush and 
green and a park in Spain was dry dirt with little grass. 
 
Sienna found out that a lot of people that live in Italy, hang their  
washing out the windows of their apartments instead of a clothes line in their 
backyard. Which made us question the size of their properties. 
 
We are busy finishing out calendar art, here are a few pics of the girls in action. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Winter 

As snowflakes started to appear, 
Mum said school was cancelled for the year! 

Icy cold, 
snow is bold. 

Melting snowmen everywhere, 
 in a cold bitterly atmosphere. 

Winter, winter, 
the snow falls like glitter. 

Would you like to be under a heap of snow?  
All the animals are thinking oh no!  

Mittens on. Sisters squeal, snow ball fight just got real. 
Whoosh, whoosh here they come, 

 my friends are throwing snowballs! It’s time to run. 
 

By Olive 

 
 
 

                     Winter   
 

It’s winter, it’s cold 
and everything’s bold. 

There’s a snowman out, 
but not very many people about. 

It’s almost spring, 
I can’t wait any longer until the blossoms bling. 

I wish the sun was out, 
but it’s not, so I’ll try not to pout. 
I guess the snow’s pretty frilly, 

but it’s extremely chilly. 
The snow’s finally melting, 

but the fire’s sweltering.  
Tomorrow’s another day, 

     so the weather has to pay.  
 

By Nicola  



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

It is full steam ahead in Room 5 so far this term and we are loving all of the structure and routine.  We had a wonderful 
time with Mrs Dawkins while Mr Hughes was away.  Thank you Mrs Dawkins! 
We have our practical hats on in maths at the moment.  We are learning about perimeter, area and volume and to do so we 
are pretending that we are the owners of a home renovation company.  Mr Hughes is the client and our classroom is the 
lounge of his imaginary 'home'.  We have a hands-on assignment that sees us measuring different parts of the classroom 
and calculating costs based on our measurements and providing quotes. For example, for drapes, we need to measure the 
area of the windows, double the width to allow for gathering, add 10cm to the bottom for a hem and then multiply this by 
the fabric price per square metre. Some of us are working with a partner while others are completing the assignment 
alone. We share our understanding of our work via ShowMe vidoes on our iPads with Mr Hughes.  Ask us about some of 
the videos at home so we can show you. 
We are about halfway through our teddy bear cushions and Mr Hughes is thrilled with the quality of our work.  Many 
hours of blanket stitching are ahead of us! Check out some of our progress so far in the photos below.  We can't wait for 
the disco.  We've made many plans. Watch this space! 

 
 
 

ROOM 6 - Year 7 - Ms Hawke 

Wow it is very hard to believe we are in week 4 already!  We have been a hive of activity in Room 6 so far this term with 
our speech exams, speech competition, Smac Maths, novel reading circles, Monday afternoon sport, food  
technology and completion of our Drugs and Alcohol programme. 
We have started a reading novel unit and the girls are really enjoying sharing their reading experiences within their groups 
while developing both their comprehension and vocabulary.  It is wonderful to see the in-depth conversations about their 
novels and their enthusiasm for reading grow. 
We have also been preparing for our speech exams which took place last Wednesday.  The girls had to 
create a speech board and talk about their topic for 3 minutes, read a poem and take part in a  
conversation with their examiner.  This was a new experience for some of our girls and they should 
feel particularly proud of their efforts and achievements in this area.  I would also like to take this  
opportunity to congratulate Amy Brand, Amanda Henderson and Laura McDowall on taking part in 
the St John’s speech competition last week.  This was an optional activity for the girls and was a  
challenge with having their speech exams the day before.  They all spoke beautifully and presented 
their speeches with great confidence.  There were a variety of topics presented which both educated 
and entertained the audience.  Amy Brand was selected to go through to the next round to compete 
against some other schools.  Well done girls!  Good luck Amy. 
 
The girls have been introduced to Smac Maths this term and have thoroughly enjoyed the competitive nature of problem 
solving.  We had a trial last week to develop a team for Year 7 to complete in a Southland wide competition to be held at 
the end of the term.  We will now have weekly practices to work on their knowledge and problem solving skills in  
preparation for this competition.  Congratulations to Millie Cottam, Greer Dawson, Kaitlyn Pirie, Rosa Smith and Amy 
Brand (reserve) who are representing Year 7 for this competition. 
Room 6 are thoroughly enjoying the Ropes Course on Monday afternoons at Adventure Southland.  The girls are  
challenging themselves and working hard to overcome their fears. It is lovely seeing the support and encouragement they 
are giving each other to help overcome some of the scary moments! The first two weeks involved a lot of team building 
activities where the girls were provided a problem to solve together in their groups.  The girls really enjoyed these sessions 
and showed outstanding team work, communication and listening skills.  We are now attempting all the high ropes and 
abseiling activities which can prove to be a real physical, mental and emotional challenge.   

 



ROOM 7 - Year 6 - Mrs Taylor  

This term Room 7 we have been doing lots of interesting and enjoyable things! We are doing a new reading program 
called AVAILL, which is where we read the subtitles of movies and complete tasks, including stick reading and fixing 
muddled up words. It helps us to think on our feet and be faster readers. We are on our third film. 
 
In maths, we are learning to find the volume of objects a certain way. First, we find the depth, the height, and the width. 
We multiply them together to find the volume. Some groups have been making 1 metre cubes out of newspapers and  
estimating how many cubes you would need to fill the classroom, then working out how much you would actually need. 
We estimated about 320m3. 
 
In inquiry, we have been learning about the shaping of New Zealand and why places have the names they do. We have 
looked at names of places that are from other countries, places that Captain Cook named and Māori names. One of the 
most fun bits has been making magazine pages about New Zealand’s historical highlights. First, we chose a  
subject, for example Sir Ed climbing Mount Everest, women’s rights and New Zealand gaining independence from  
Britain. Then we did the research. Finally, we all wrote our information into our own words and put it onto Google slides. 
They look fantastic, just like pages out of a magazine. 
 
In music we have carried on with the pentatonic scales, but now we have split into groups and started writing our own 
music with only five notes. We get different percussion instruments to make it sound beautiful. We all have different  
instruments too. Soon we will be good enough to share with the whole class, maybe even the whole school! 
 
Excitingly, this year we have started sewing! Mrs Taylor has cut out a paper pattern to make a bag. We got the material 
(calico), pinned it down and cut it according to the paper. Also, we have designed and printed little 3D stencils with the 
3D printer. . When the bags are done we will use the stencils to paint a picture (literally). 

 
 
In art, we are preparing for our calendar art. We have a backgrounds that look like a lakeside at night with lots of city 
lights! Now we are doing a lot of practice poppies and I mean a lot. Once our poppies are perfect then we will put them 
on our background and our calendar art is done. ( Yay)! 
 
During writing, we have been creating little characters. First, we made six sentence stories, then turned them into  
comics. After that we added more detail using figurative language, like onomatopoeia, similes, metaphors, and allitera-
tion. We have also tried to use a wider range of punctuation like brackets, dashes, and  
ellipses. Once we had finally finished the stories we published them and we have our story. Luckily they look absolutely 
astonishing.  
 
By Ava and Daisy 
 

 

   

 
 
  





SPORTS NEWS 

RIPPA RUGBY  

NETBALL INC TOURNAMENT 

BADMINTON 

MINIBALL 

TOUCH RUGBY  

WATERPOLO  

 
The St John’s Magic team played in the Year 7/8 tournament on  
Sunday 4th August. They lost the semi-final by 2 points and won the 
playoff for 3rd and 4th 19 - 4. Their coach Shelly Clark said they had a 
had a fabulous day and she is very proud of the efforts. Well done 
team!  
 
 

Registrations are open for Term 4 touch rugby.  Many thanks to those who have already  
registered their daughter/s. Please click the link below if your daughter would like to join a 
team. 
Click here https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272 
 

We have registered two teams in the miniball competition starting on Tuesday 3rd September. 
Many thanks to Hannah Bond and Antoinette Lal who are coaching the girls this season. Also 
a big thanks to Bridgit Crosbie and Suz Middlemass who are the team managers. 

SHUTTLE TIME 
Next term, Badminton Southland will be holding fun badminton sessions in our school hall. 
Any girls who are interested can join these sessions. The sessions will be held on the  
following days from 12:20pm – 12:55pm: 
1st November;   8th November;   15th November;   22nd November;   29th November 

Primary School water polo starts back up on 6th September 2019. 

 
 

The Year 5 girls involved in the Rippa Rugby series have really enjoyed the competition.  Next week is their last game.  

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272


If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

YEAR 7/8 VOLLEYBALL  

COMMUNITY SPORTS NEWS  

Registrations are open for the competition starting on Wednesday 11th September. To register a team, I will need a 

parent to manage the team each week. Please indicate on the registration form if you are able to help.  

Click here to register https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98963  

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either my-

self or  

Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St John’s 

Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  Thank you.   

My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

 

Hockey: Congratulations to the following gir ls who have been selected for  the following teams:  

Collier Representative team 

Elise Hampton 

Anita White 

Madeleine Lawlor 

Sara Reynolds 

Natalia Longman. 

2019 Tournament Dates: 11th August – Gore; 25th August – Dunedin; 14th -15th September – Timaru; 
29th September – Invercargill; 7th - 12th October - Wellington 
 
Festival Girls team  

Asha Dickson 

Tournament dates: 1st September – Dunedin; 7th - 8th September – Timaru; 22nd September – Oamaru; 7th, 8th & 9th 
October in Oamaru for the South Island Festival of Hockey.  
 
Year 5/6 Girls Association team 

Molly Stockman 

Olive Rutledge 

Molly and Olive will play in three one day Southern Regional tournaments during August and September.  

SOUTHERN STARS – INTRODUCTORY 
MARCHING 
Practice: Fr idays 4:30pm 6:00pm at Waver ley Park 
SchoolCompetitions start in November. 
 
For more information, contact Gemma on  
027 817 1039 
 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98963
mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

