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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
We welcomed Greer Valli and her family at the beginning of the term.  Greer is a new entrant. We also welcomed  
Bianca Collie and her family.  Bianca has joined the girls in the hostel and the Year 8 class.   
 
Thank you for  the care you are all taking with referencing your  payments.  Most payments are now paid to the 
correct board and into the correct account and are referenced with the invoice number and your daughter’s name.  This is 
saving BDO time, and us money as we pay for their time!  I know that having different accounts is frustrating but the 
two boards have totally separate responsibilities and there are Ministry of Education guidelines that we are required to 
follow.  I really appreciate the effort you have made with this. 
 
Ski Trip 
Due to the increased Health and Safety rules, the school is no longer holding a Year 5 – 8 family ski trip.  The Parents’ 
Association were going to pick it up, but they have discovered that doing so is not as easy as it used to be so the ski trip 
is no longer happening.  Historically, this was a great day for building confidence.  Girls who had not skied before left 
for the ski day feeling very anxious but generally, came back beaming, proud of their achievements.  We can offer other 
activities that will achieve the same thing without the personal liability for me and secondly, the hours of  
administrative work that sat in behind the day.   
Unless things have changed, groups of 10 or more can still get the discounts that we were given. 
 
Private Board required in 2020 
Two of our current girls require private board, (Monday afternoon to Friday morning), with a caring family, either  
separately or together for 2020.   They are currently boarding in Gilmour House.  One student will be in Year 7 and the 
other, Year 8 next year.  We would love to keep these girls at St John’s but without board, that may not happen.  If you 
are able to help, please contact me asap. 
 
Polyfest - 2.10pm on Friday 30th August at the ILT stadium   
Our kapahaka group are performing at 2.10pm on Friday 30th August at the ILT stadium.  Mr Hughes, Mrs Kelly and the 
girls are putting a lot of work into preparing for their performance so it would be fantastic if you could be there to  
support them.  Entry is a gold coin donation.  The whole school is going to watch, leaving school at 1.30pm and  
returning by 3pm.   
 
Father/Daughter Netball – 2pm 23rd August – all welcome! 
This is an annual battle between the Year 8 fathers and the Year 8 girls.  The game is played on centre court at school, 
with the whole school watching and is officiated by a totally unbiased umpire!  
 
Science 
At the recent Board of Trustees meeting, we talked about science and realised that many girls and parents don't realise 
how much science is being taught because it is integrated into the term's topic or inquiry.  E.g. in term 1, Room 1 looked 
at 'What Makes it Go?"  This involved looking at electricity, movement, friction and forces. 
In term 2, Room 2 looked at the changes that happen in autumn and also continued with their inquiry into how things 
move - magnets, push, pull and friction. 
In term 1, Year 7 looked at "How things move" but through the lens of things to do with their cultural camp in Dunedin - 
how an albatross moves, how some of the sea critters they came across at the aquarium move. 
In term 1 the Year 8 girls looked at aspects of Fiordland as part of their Deep Cove study - landforms and how they were 
formed.  While at camp, the girls carried out detailed scientific experiments around the fresh water layer in the cove. 
Science teaching is about investigating, understanding and explaining our natural, physical world and the wider  
universe.  We want the girls to think like scientists- to generate and test ideas, to gather evidence, to make observations, 
to communicate and debate their findings and to be inquisitive.  Some of this is also covered each day during newsboard/ 
current events.  The amount of science covered varies from year to year, depending on the topics being investigated.  The 
class newsletter that goes out in week 1 each term will give you an indication of what is being covered.  Science is no 
longer taught in isolation. 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Brenda Mackay 
 
 



Term 2  

 

August 

6th   Mufti Day 

7th   Yr 7 speech exam 

15th   Disco  moved to 5 September 

22nd  BOT meeting 5.30pm  

23rd  Father/daughter netball 2pm  

30th   Dreamweaver 

  Polyfest 2.10pm 

Sept 

3rd   BOP meeting 7pm 

5th   Disco  

11th   Christian Education Speeches 

12th   Rm 4 Speech Exams 

19th   School Photos 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

24th   Dance Exams 

25th   Dance Exams 

27th   Last day Term 3 

 

October 

14th   First day Term 4  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Greer Valli, Elise Davison  
Room 2 Nevaeh Roughan, Aaliyah Jack, 
  Gwynedd Ryder, Pippa Jamieson 
Room 3  Jessica Hay, Meila Spain, 
  Lucy Middlemass, Sophie Purdon 
Room 4 Zoe Stockman, Olive Rutledge,  
  Christabel Billcliff, Molly Stockman 
Room 5 Samantha Schol, Lilyana Ultee, 
  Bellah Ven den Beld-Kerr, 
  Samantha Schol, Ivy Turner 
Room 6 Molly Cole, Meila Winsloe-Viel, 
  Sienna Erskine, Madeleine Lawlor 
Room 7 Riley Morrison, Pippa Keary, 
  Daisy Stewart, Lucia Hughes  
 
Values Cup: 
26 July Maya Preininger   Room 1  
2 August Sophie Purdon   Room 3  
  
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school 
from 3.15 to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or 
permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is  
expected you will pay on the day.  If your daughter 
attends on a regular basis payment is expected 
weekly. This is an excellent  service offered to the 
school by Mrs Wilson so please use it. 

REPORTING ABSENCES 
With many illnesses circulating at the moment we have 
numerous girls off school each day.   Please phone or 
email the office  before 8.45am if you know your  
daughter will be absent.  Remember to say why she is 
away otherwise she is considered truant. Messages can 
be left on the answer phone. 
 
If you daughter is late to school, or leaving early,  please 
remind her to report to the office when she arrives/
departs. 

CALVES FOR HOSPICE 2019 
This fundraiser was last run in 2017 and thanks to 
generous farmers across Southland $55,000 was 
raised to help Hospice continue their work in your 
community.  Thank you,. Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  
That’s the difference of having another nurse in 
your community. 
All you need to do is commit to rearing a  
calf which will be weaned before the sale date.  
Preference is for beef cross or straight Fresian 
calves.  This year the sale day is set for  
10th December and calves will be picked up from 
your property to day before. 
If you would like to support Hospice with calves, 
please visit the 
link below and 
complete the 
form online. 

www.calvesforhospice.org.nz  

Congratulations to our 
amazing 40 Hour Famine 
girls. You’ve done it! You 
have changed the lives of 

children in South Sudan by 
to feed 24 families for a 

month. 

      You have raised $2479 



ROOM 2 – Years 2 & 3 - Mrs Kelly & Mrs Raines 

ROOM 1 - Year 1 - Mrs Jagoutz 

Room 2 have been busy little bees.  We have started our inquiry unit ‘Waste Not, Want Not’ and have just begun to look 
at some of the issues around waste and think of some questions we would like to research. We are planning a class trip to 
The Pantry and New World supermarket in South City with a focus on packaging. A notice will be going home today. 
  
We have been working hard on our multiplication strategies and we are getting very good at solving problems.  
In writing we have all written and published our holiday writing. First we drew 3 snapshots from our holiday and then we 
wrote about each one.  We got to share our writing with the rest of the class and loved hearing each others’ stories. We 
have also been writing lovely, descriptive, winter poems together. Here is our class poem. 

 
 

Room 1 has grown and we welcome Courtney and Greer.  
We have been learning about position and orientation. We have learnt left, right, up and down and have been giving 
our buddies directions to complete a maze. We have been learning how to give instructions so that our buddies go in 
the right direction. 
 

   

 

For the letter ‘t’ last week we 
made some turtles and learnt a 
turtle song.  
 
Eilidh and Maya have been  
working hard to complete their 
pictures of  gingerbread houses. 
We used different shapes to  
complete the houses.  
A busy start to Term 3! 

Icicles 
 

Frozen icicles  
Glittering in the sun 
Crash to the ground 
Smash and shatter 

Diamonds 
Diamonds 
Diamonds 

 
by Room 2 



ROOM 3 - Years 2 & 4 - Ms Wilcox-Clarke & Mrs Raines 

The Room 3 girls are on fire!  Rest and relaxation over the holidays must have 
helped. 
We are excited about learning fractions and we enjoy using the fraction boards.  
Jessica and Zoe wrote a fractions quiz in their lunch hour for us to work out.  
This is our last week on Brain Box reading.   
Next week we will be reading journal stories.   
Thank you to our three teacher aids who support us everyday in Room 3.  This 
helps to ensure everyone is learning at her own level. 
We have an exciting trip planned in Week 4 to extend our thinking on ‘waste’.  
A notice will be going home to ask for parent’s help.   
Coats are needed every day so that we keep healthy and well. 
Our holiday writing ‘2 truths and a lie’ is displayed in Room 3 as well as our 
penguin winter art.   
 
Feel free to come and visit us.  

 

       SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Orders will be taken in Room 5 at morning tea on  
 
Monday 12th August 
Tuesday 13th August 
Wednesday 14th August 
 
Gluten free options available. 
 

The Aviary Committee is holding a  
Sausage Sizzle on 16th August 2019 
 
Sausages $2.00 

Muffin    $1.00 

Additional sausages $1.00 



SPORTS NEWS 

CYCLING 

HOCKEY 

TERM 3 SPORTS 

RUGBY SOUTHLAND INDOOR RIPPA RUGBY SERIES 

Congratulations to Lucy G who competed at the South Island School Road Championships 
held in Christchurch during the July school holidays and came away with medals in both  
the events she entered.  
U13 Girls Road Race – Bronze 
U13 Girls Time Trial – Bronze 
 
Fantastic results Lucy! Well done.  

The Year 3 girls had a lovely time at the stadium on  
Monday afternoon learning to march with Gemma, from 
Southern Stars Marching. 
They have 3 more sessions and then will swap over with the 
Year 4 girls who are learning all about netball with Jodie 
the netball development officer at Invercargill Netball  
Centre. 

 

We have joined with Waihopai School and entered a composite girls team in the Year 5/6 
grade. This series will be played on Thursday afternoons at ILT Stadium Southland. We wish 
Olive Rutledge, Matilda Stevens, Emelia King and Molly Stockman a great competition. 

MINIBALL 

PRIMARY SCHOOL HOCKEY -  COLOURING COMPETITION 
This year IHA have a colouring competition. 
There will be 3 sections Year 1&2, Year 3&4 and Year 5&6, with prizes for the winners of each section. 
Colouring competitions are available from the Hunting & Fishing Store on Leet Street, anytime. 
Once you have created your master piece, pop it back into the shop to enter. 

We have entered two teams in the term 3/4 competition. 
Year 3/4 girls - coach Vijai Lal 
Year 5/6 girls B - grade - coach to be advised. Managers – Hannah Bond and Bridgit Crosbie 
 



If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

WATERPOLO 

RIPPA RUGBY  

SQUASH—WHACK n RUN  

BADMINTON  

TABLE TENNIS  

Rosa Smith has entered the Secondary Inter Schools badminton competition to be held on Thursday afternoons. 
Good luck Rosa! 
 
SHUTTLE TIME 
Next term, Badminton Southland will be holding fun badminton sessions in our school 
hall. Any girls who are interested can join these sessions. The sessions will be held on the 
following days from   12:20pm – 12:55pm: 
1st November; 8th November; 15th November; 22nd November; 29th November 
 

We have entered a team in the Indoor Rippa Rugby Series held on Thursday afternoons at the stadium. We joined 
with Waihopai to form a composite team and the girls had their first game yesterday. 

Sarah Hartstonge is playing in the Primary School competition which started on Tuesday 30th July. 

We have registered the following teams. 
Primary School competition:  Jessica Huang  
Years 7 – 13: Lindsay Black and Asha Dickson 
 

Primary School water polo starts back up on 6th September 2019.  



REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please  
remember to inform either myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter.  
If they participated in a St John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates 
and for Y7/8 stripes.   
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

Anna has been selected in the Southland U12 girl’s football team to participate in the 
South Island tournament in Blenheim, during October 2019. 
 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

