
St John’s Girls’ School  

Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani  

  Newsletter            22 November 2019 

Principal’s Comments    Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
Farewells    
Another wonderful year is quickly coming to an end.  We have had many lovely moments and celebrations of success.  
We always have farewells to say at the end of the year.  This year, we farewell Mrs Carol Paterson, the manager of  
Gilmour House.  Mrs Paterson has been like a second mother for many of the girls.  We also farewell Mrs Peddie, one of 
our awesome teacher aides.   Mrs Peddie is leaving us to train as a teacher. Due to Gilmour House closing, Ms Hubber,  
a house supervisor is also leaving.  We wish all three, the best for their future and thank them for everything they have 
done for your daughters. 
 
House Captains and Deputies  
The 2020 house captains and deputies were announced in assembly today.  Congratulations to the following girls who 
have been chosen to lead their houses for 2020: 
    House Captain                  Deputy House Captain 
Alabaster House:  Jaylah Harvey-De Clifford  Madeline Lawlor 
Enderby House:  Greer Dawson    Millie Cottam 
Lester:   Kacee McEwan    Hannah Middlemass 
Marchant:    Rosa Smith     Amanda Henderson   
I’m looking forward to working with them and I am certain they will work together for the benefit of the houses.  We are 
fortunate to have so many amazing girls to choose from.   
 
Organisational Matters: 
 
Stationery 
All girls will receive a hard copy of their 2020 stationery list on Wednesday 27th.   If your daughter doesn’t receive one, 
please ask.  Please see the piece on the next page regarding online stationery orders. 
 
Tabloids – Monday 2nd December 1 – 3pm 
This is a house competition where each house is split into two teams.  The teams move around ‘fun’ activities competing 
against teams from the other houses.  You are welcome to come along to watch. 
 
Dance Sharing – Tuesday 3rd 2pm in the school hall 
On Tuesday 3rd December, we have one of my favourite events; each class will share their class dance in front of the 
school and the St John’s community.  You are invited to come and watch.  We start, at 2pm with Room 1.  We move 
through the year groups which takes approximately 40 minutes.  At the end, you are welcome to take your daughter(s) 
home.  Please let the teacher know. 
 
Christmas Service Friday 6th December 1.30pm – First Church 
This will be held at First Church which is located on Tay Street. Everyone is welcome to join us to celebrate the birth of 
Christ through song, dance and drama.  Our services are special due to the work of Mrs Taylor 
 
Prize giving – Thursday 12th at 1.30pm – school hall 
The whole school is involved in this lovely event with all girls going up to receive something.  Everyone is welcome.  
We expect the prize giving to take just over an hour.   
 
Year 8 Leaver’s Ceremony – Thursday 12th at 3pm – school hall 
This follows the prizegiving with a small break between to set up. Parents and grandparents are invited but no siblings 
please.  It takes approximately an hour.  
 
Last Day 
School effectively finishes on Thursday 12th after prizegiving.  This is also the last day for the After School Care  
programme.  The school is officially closed from 1pm on Friday.  
Usually only the Year 8 girls return on the Friday morning, to help clean up and to spend time together before heading in 
their different directions in 2020. 
 
Accounts: Please ensure all outstanding accounts are paid up before the end of the term.  
Have a lovely weekend.  Enjoy the sunshine. 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)                    
Brenda Mackay 



Term 4 

 

November 

25th   Mufti Day - see details below  

26th   Year 8 photo shoot 

28th   Stripes Awarded 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm  

29th   Gym Festival  - seniors 9.30am 

                                   - juniors 1.00pm 

  Everyone welcome to attend.  

December 

2nd   Tabloids  - girls come to school in house  

  colours 

  House shared lunches  

3rd   Dance Sharing  2pm   hall  

5th   Christmas Service Practice 

6th   Christmas Service—1.30pm  First Church,  

  Tay St 

  Reports go out 

11th   Prize Giving practice 

12th   Prize Giving 1.30pm—school hall 

   Year 8 Leavers Afternoon Tea 3pm—hall 

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Emily Bulling, Bailey Cooper, 
  Ava Amar, Meila Greiving 
Room 2 Amelia Reijnen, Summer Behl, 
  Greer Macpherson, Mia Reilly  
Room 3  Lucy Middlemass, Clementine Wood 
  Sophie Purdon, Zoe Laughton 
Room 4 Olivia Sorenson, Paige Hogan 
  Amaya Swale-Jones, Molly Stockman 
Room 5 Lindsay Black, Ella Burdon 
Room 6 Brook Acker, Tayla Dawson, 
  Millie Cottam, McKenzie Bennett 
Room 7 Georgia Buchanan, Di-Anne Keast, 
  Daisy Stewart, Pippa Keary  
     
Values Cup:  
15 Nov  Kaitlyn Pirie  Rm 6  
22 Nov Lindsay Black  Rm 5  
 
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis, payment is expected weekly.   
 
Afterschool care will be available on the last day of 
school—Thursday 12 December. 
 
This is an excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs 
Wilson so please use it. 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be 
signed out, and back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is 
going to leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, 
drop anything in for your daughter, coach sport etc must 
also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  

STATIONERY 2020 
Next Wednesday your daughter will be given her  
stationery list for 2020 plus a pamphlet from  
OfficeMax.  You can purchase your stationery  
wherever you wish but OfficeMax offer an online  
service at myschool.co.nz.  This offers you 3 options: 
Pay and receive in December 
Pay in December and receive in January 2020 
Pay and receive in January 2020 
 
You can opt to have your stationery delivered (orders 
over $46.00) to home or your work or pick up from their 
store in Yarrow Street.  

Art Shirts 
Ms Smillie applied for a grant from the ILT Foundation to 
go towards purchasing art shirts for the whole school.   
Currently classes share two sets.  This creates problems as 
they are used a lot and are often wet from the previous class.  
Yuk!  We are very grateful to receive $2500.  The Parents’ 
Association are picking up the balance of $1400.  A big 
thank you to them too. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB—Reminder 
Ordering your book club books can also be done online. 
Once you’ve ordered them online they get delivered to 
the school and distributed from here. 
Google ‘scholastic parent login’ and you will get the 
Book Club LOOP page where you join up. 
If you are ordering books online for gifts and don’t want 
your daughter to know email  
office@stjohnsgirls.school.nz and let us know.   
Mrs McEntyre will phone you when the order arrives.  

MUFTI DAY               Monday 25 November 
 
2019 is coming to an end so we want to celebrate the fun 
holidays ahead! Your daughter can come to school dressed as 
her favourite holiday e.g Christmas, Easter, Valentines Day, 
or even holidays from other cultures and countries!  
Be creative! Our donations this term will go to an amazing 
cause started by an amazing person, the Blair Vining  
Give-a-little page. Please have your daughter(s) bring a $2 
coin to donate to this wonderful cause, inspired by a great 
man. 



ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

School really is a great place to be!! 
Room 4 enjoying art and cooking. 
 
 
This is the last time we have a piece in 
the newsletter for 2019 so we hope you 
all have a wonderful Christmas holiday  
 
 



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

Room 5 are starting to think about the end of the year already.  It is always a busy time in Term 4 for the Year 8 class 
as they have a song to select and rehearse for prize giving as well as putting together memories for their leavers'  
ceremony.   
 
Jordan and Ella B are organising leavers' hoodies and the class is really grateful that they offered to do so.  
In literacy this term the girls all chose their own novel to read and now they are working through a novel study about 
their books.  The variety of books was great and the content and learning among the stories was amazing. Mr Hughes 
is excited about the quality of the writing that is being produced. Everyone is working really hard to bring their  
writing up to the highest level they can.  Have a look at the two beautiful poems below. 
We are angle and location crazy in maths at the moment and it won't be long until we crank into algebra.  It's not as 
scary as everyone thinks! 
 
 
The Soldier’s Rose 
 
The rose sits on the window sill waiting to be picked. 
When the war begins it fades away,  
With no water from its father, the soldier. 
 
As the war comes to an end,  
The rose grows higher and brighter than it ever has before. 
As the rose knows it has to look its best for the soldier's grave. 
 
50 years later the soldier is remembered. 
As Anzac Day is held. 
Slowly light fades away from the soldier, 
With the roses petals following. 
 
The trenches being filled in, but the history still remains,  
The spirits of the fallen, linger among the battlefield. 
 
Lest we forget the soldier with the rose. 
Who fought for our country, to be free. 
 
By Bellah Van den Beld-Kerr 

 
Strong the Edelweiss stands 
 
A small child, risk and hope held in her hands. 
A tall woman, her skin as pale as snow. 
Hunched in shadow, surrounded by light, 
Strong the Edelweiss stands. 
 
When the humble rose has wilted; 
Murdered by Frost’s ice-cold fingers, 
When Summer’s reign has ended,  
Edelweiss blooms in snow. 
 
Frail and white, blooming bright, 
Strong the Edelweiss stands. 
 
By Bianca Collie 

Our school choir singing at a performance at the Working Men’s Club yesterday.  



ROOM 6 - Year 7 - Ms Hawke  

Wow! Our last newsletter piece for 2019.   
Where has the year gone? We have had an amazing year together and created lots of memories.  Some of our  
favourite moments of 2019 are:  Our Dunedin Camp, Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits Production, Food Technology,  
making our PJs, learning how to tell stories, our novel reading programme, Adventure Southland and lots more.  We 
are sad to be leaving Year 7 but we are also excited for entering Year 8. 
This term we have been involved in a house science rotation learning about magnetism, electricity, sound, light and 
colour.  We have written some acrostic poems to share some of the things we have learnt along the way. 
 

 
      

We are excited about our Gymnastics Festival which is on next Friday at 9.30am.  We have been practising for this 
over the past 4 weeks and we are looking forward to show casing our routines. 
Tabloids is another event coming up that we are excited about as this is an opportunity to be with our houses and play 
fun games.  We are also looking forward to making our Christmas houses with Ms Hawke and Dance Sharing with 
Miss Gina. 
 
We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a wonderful holiday.  We will be reporting back next time as Year 8s.  
 
(Written by students in Room 6)   

Light travels at 300,000 metres per  second and 
It takes 8 minutes for  the rays of light from the sun to  
   reach us. 
Green, red and blue are the only colours our  cones in our   
   eyes can see in the colour spectrum of red, orange, yellow,    
   green, blue, indigo and violet. 
Harm can be caused to your  eyes if you look directly at  
  the sun because the light is too strong for our eyes. 
Transparent objects are things that light can fully pass    
   through. These things are like windows and glass. 
 
And 
 
Colours of the rainbow are called the spectrum which can     
    be seen when sun lights refracts. 
Our  world would not exist because all the plants and  
   animals would die. 
Light travels in straight lines called rays.  When a ray  
   hits something like a person it creates a shadow. 
Opaque objects don’t let light pass through them creating              
   shadows. 
Upside down images are sent to your  brain from our   
   retina then flipped back the right way. 
Rough surfaces scatter  light in different directions  
  whereas smooth surfaces reflects light in straight lines. 



For the past month we have been working on our science rotation. This involved learning about magnetism with  
Miss Smillie, electricity with Mr Hughes, light and colour with Ms Hawke and sound with Mrs Taylor.  The final 
project, led by one of the Year 7 girls, was to create a presentation such as a video or a poster about one of the four 
topics. This let us show what we had learnt and also gave the Year 7s an opportunity to show their leadership skills 
before the house captain and deputy house captain elections. 
 
In English, we have been continuing with our poetry. We have written rhyming couplets, acrostic poems and  
synonym poems. 
 
Two couplets examples:  
For the usefulness of water 
Is worth far more than just a quarter. 
By Pippa Keary  
 
Staff was old and bent, 
With the witch, it went. 
By Sacha McKenzie 
                      
                     

Artist:  Bailey King                                                                        Artist:  Sofia Campbell-Wall 
 

In art, we have been drawing dancers and shading with oil pastels. We used a grid to help keep the dancer in  
proportion. 
We are now looking forward to the end of term and all the fun of Christmas. We have been working hard to learn all 
the words for our Christmas Service, our gymnastic routines and our class dance.  We will need the summer to  
recover.  
 
By Lucy Muir and Bailey King. 
 

ROOM 7 - Year 6 - Mrs Taylor  

Here is a synonym poem: 
 
Delve into it, 
Explore. 
Peruse it and discover. 
Dip into or pore over, 
Study and research. 
Read a book.                    By Jessica Huang 



SPORTS NEWS 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

TOUCH  

TABLOID SPORTS 

JUNIOR HIGH EVENTS _ Term 1, 2020 

MINIBALL  

Information regarding the Otago/Southland Water Ski champs and Southland Triathlon is now  
available on our school website >’After School Sport’ >’Events’ >’Secondary School Events’ 
Registrations for the Triathlon will be open early next Term.   

On Monday 2nd December, at 1:00pm, the whole school will be taking par t in Tabloid 
Sports.  This is a fun afternoon where the girls will be competing in various activities for 
house points.  The girls may wear house coloured clothes suitable for PE and hair ribbons if 
they desire. There is to be no face paint or hair colour.  There will be a house “chant off” at 
2:50pm if time allows. Fingers crossed the weather improves otherwise we will be wearing 
beanies and gloves instead of sunhats and sunscreen! 
You are most welcome to come and support the girls.  

The miniball finals where held last week and our placings are: 
Year 3/4 Girls Grade:  St John’s Giants – 2nd place 
Year 5/6 Girls B Grade:  St John’s Warriors – 7th place  
Pictured are the runner ups in the Year 3/4 Girls competition: 
Back row: Clementine, Kiran, Lucy, Bonnie.  
Front row Jessica and Ave.  
Well done girls! 
 
Many thanks to Antoinette Lal and Hannah Douglas for coaching the girls this 
season and taking weekly practices here at school.  
I would also like to say a big thanks to all the parents who supported the teams 
each week by helping with duty. We really appreciate your support.  
If your daughter hasn’t already returned her laundered singlet, can you please do 
so ASAP. Many thanks! 

The Term 4 touch rugby competitions have been disrupted by the spell of rough weather, with the catch 
up days this week being cancelled too, due to the ground conditions. Hopefully, the weather will   
improve for the Term 1 competition! 



WATERPOLO  

REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 
John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
Anna W competed in the Southland U12 football team who won the South Island tournament in Blenheim. 
Well done team! 

Our Year 7/8 water polo team had their final game last Friday. 
They really enjoyed their season and would like to say a big 
thank you to their coach Mrs Raewyn King for her time and  
expertise during the course of the competition. 
 
 
All outstanding water polo cards are to be handed into the 
school office on Monday please. 

 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

