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Principal’s Comments 
 
Tena koutou katoa – Greetings to you all.  
 
Christchurch 
I think we have all been rattled by the appalling events in Christchurch.  It really is too close to home!  From hate, 
has grown incredible support and love, and hopefully in the future, more tolerance shown towards differences of all 
kinds.  
This week, I listened to a student present her news, talking about Holi, an ancient Hindu spring festival, where good 
triumphs over evil.  I thought this was timely!  We need to remind ourselves that we live in an amazing country 
where we are generally protected from the horrors that many others live with every day. 
 
School Aerobics Festival – 2pm Tuesday 9th April at La Muse Dance Studio, 134 Mary St 
All girls are involved in the school aerobics festival.  Rooms 1 – 3 present a class routine.  The senior girls make up 
their own routines and compete for house points in house groups at each room/year level. Parents and grandparents 
are very welcome but unfortunately, space is limited.  The girls have been working hard and are proud of their  
routines.  If your daughter is interested in taking her aerobics further there are two Southland competitions later in  
the year.  You can go online and search, Southland Aerobics. 
 
We are aware that preparing for the Aerobics Festival always poses a few challenges to relationships for the girls but 
it is an opportunity for them to practise being a group member.  The girls who are skilled, have to show tolerance and 
to think about how they can help those who are new to aerobics or who are less able, get up to speed so that the group 
can perform to a reasonable level.  They have to think about how they can do this without putting the other girls 
down or being bossy.   
Those who are less able need to be tolerant of the high achievers who are frustrated by their lack of ability/
knowledge.  They need to listen to advice (when given nicely) and to turn up to practices and to persevere.   
Generally, the routines need to be kept relatively simple so that all can have success.  By working together and  
respecting each other, the results are worth the angst.  With your help and that of the staff, the girls will learn from 
being part of the group.   
The girls will travel there and back by bus.  Parents are welcome to collect their daughter early, from the classroom 
after the festival.   
 
Easter Service - 1.30pm on Friday 12th April at First Church on Tay Street.   
The staff, Mrs Taylor in particular, and the girls have been working very hard in preparation for the Easter Service.  
You are invited, along with your extended family, to join us to share the story of Easter through readings, song and 
prayer.  The girls will arrive by bus and will depart by bus, immediately after the service, which will take  
approximately 45 minutes.   Parents are welcome to collect their daughter early, from the classroom after the service.   
 

Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)        
Brenda Mackay  

WINTER UNIFORMS—Term 2 

Girls wear their winter uniforms next term. 

As Mrs Lang will be at Deep Cove camp next week you only have two weeks to  

purchase your uniform needs.  Please do not leave it until the last few days as they are 

typically very busy.  
 

WINTER KILT  Years 5—8  

Kilts take approximately 8 weeks to make so you should have ordered your daughter’s 

winter kilt by now.   

If you haven’t please do so urgently.  Order forms are available at the school office. 



Term 1 

 

March  

25th-29th  Year 8 Camp—Deep Cove 

25th   BOT Meeting 5.30pm  

26th   Zone Athletics postponement date 

  BOP & Parents’ Assn AGM 7pm  

30th   Southland Athletics  

 

April 

3rd   Mufti 

4th   Production auditions—Yrs 7 & 8  

9th   Aerobics Festival, La Muse Dance Studio 2pm 

10th   Easter Service practice   9am—10.30am  

12th   Easter Service 1.30pm First Church, Tay St 

  Last day of term 1 

 

29th   First day of term 2.  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Saige Geary 
Room 2 Sofia Peters, Summer Behl  
Room 3  Jhordaya Shaw, Clementine Wood  
Room 4 Lucy Watt, Paige Hogan  
Room 5 Ella Burdon, Natalia Longman  
Room 6 Kaitlyn Pirie, McKenzie Bennett  
Room 7 No awards last week—at camp. 
 
There were no awards this week.   
 
Values Cup 
15 March  Avé Valoa-Jack  Room 3  

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

 
Everyone coming into the school must sign in at the office 
please. 
If you’re dropping something off for your daughter please 
do not take it to the classroom or cloakbay.  Leave it at 
the office for your daughter to collect. 
If your daughter is leaving the school for an appointment 
she must report out and back in at the office also.    
 
This is a health and safety matter as we must know where 
your daughter is at all times, and who is on the school 
grounds.     
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis payment is expected weekly. This is an excellent   
service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so please use it. 

                       PAYMENT OF INVOICES 
 
As St John’s Girls’ School has two boards (the Trustees and Proprietors)  please be aware of what bank account you are 
paying into.   
 
At the bottom of all invoices is the account number it should be paid into.   Also remember to reference invoice numbers, or 
‘stationery’ , ‘camp’, ‘uniform’ etc . 
 
If you are paying in a lump sum, please ensure all payments are made by the middle of each term.  
 Payments for uniform, stationery or camps should be made on receipt of the invoice. 
 If paying in instalments, please ensure invoices are paid by the end of each term.   
 Please clearly label your payments to assist BDO to reconcile your payments accurately, e.g. your daughter’s name 

and the purpose of the payment. 
You can access your account in Xero to view your payments by clicking on the link in the middle of the email you receive 
via Xero, the accounting package.   This shows a copy of the current invoice.  To check for any outstanding invoices, click 
on the current invoice, go to the top left hand side noted Outstanding Bills and then follow the  
instructions to create a free login and activate the account so you can clearly see what payments you have made and what 
you have outstanding.   
  
Many thanks 
 

AVIARY EASTER RAFFLE 
The Aviary Committee are  
holding an Easter raffle.   
 
The prizes are three baskets of 
Easter goodies.   
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale in 
Room 5 from 3rd - 10th  April.  
The raffle will be drawn in  
assembly on 11th April. 
 
Tickets are $1 each or 4 for $3.  



 

 
My Home 
 
My home is just perfect for the four of us. We have got an amazing massive 
backyard with a forest at the back. It is such a good feeling to always see 
Walter and Max cuddling into each other in the big green forest, because 
most cats and dogs do not like each other, but my ones do. 
When I step outside I can always hear the birds tweeting. It is just like music 
because it is so peaceful and quiet. 
When I wake up I can smell the pancakes in the pan getting tossed around by 
my mum. They smell delicious. 
I love it when Walter comes back from the farm with a wet, wet black nose. It 
feels so smooth and clean. 
When I eat mashed potato it smells so good and tastes delicious, it is my 
favourite meal. That is what I love about my home. 
 
By Matilda Stevens 
 

ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

Mollie Stockman 



Wassily Kandinsky Art by Room 4  

                         Christabel Billcliff 

                    Niamh Doherty 

                                 Lily Morgan 

                          Sienna Macpherson 

                                 Lucy Watt 

                             Emelia King 



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes  

It was Absolutely Destroyed  
 

That day was like any other day after school. I walked back to my apartment with my best friend Jess through the 
crowded city. When we walked home we liked to chat all the way until we got to Jess’s stop. Then it was just me. I 
always let my imagination run wild while I walked the rest of the way home. When I came to the gigantic building 
where my apartment was I ran inside and zoomed up the steep stairs and brushed through the door, dumping my bag 
on the faded grey carpet.  As I went to the kitchen to get a snack, I noticed on the TV that the news was on and they 
were talking about an earthquake warning. I thought nothing of it because last week there was an earthquake  
warning and there was nothing. I slowly walked into the kitchen and jumped on the old wooden stool next to my 
mother who was trying to calm down my little sister who was screaming, and beside my black lab puppy called Jack 
who was sunbathing in the light that came through the kitchen window. That day went on as normal. I did my  
homework, went to basketball practice down at the courts and had tea and went to bed. 
That night I woke up at around midnight. I felt my heart racing as fast as a cheetah could run. The room was  
shaking. I heard someone yell something. I thought it was a dream but it wasn't. That is when I realised that it was a 
earthquake! So I dashed to my old oak desk. I moved the small chair and crouched down under it and grabbed the 
wooden leg of the desk. I stayed there for a few minutes which felt like an hour. I had a really bad headache because 
I had whacked my head on the desk when I sprinted to it. Then suddenly the earthquake stopped. I raced to see if my 
family and my dog Jack were OK and luckily they were. Then my mum grabbed my little sister and I grabbed Jack 
and we all dashed down the steep stairs out of the building. While we sprinted down the stairs I saw heaps of people 
running and pushing each other out of the way. We finally made it to the crowded streets that had hundreds of  
people. Suddenly the ground started to shake under my feet but even harder this time. I couldn't breathe. I couldn't 
believe what had just happened. The buildings around me were crumbling. We were all scared, we didn't know what 
to do. It was absolutely destroyed. 
 
by Asha Dickson 
 
 
 
 
 

It was Absolutely Destroyed  

 
The day had finally came, it was my time to tell my story.  
Looking back now I wish I never went to that swim meet. My mum had convinced me to go though. It had taken us 
three and a half hours to get to Dunedin. 
We arrived at the pool and all I could hear were voices screaming things like “Swim faster Jimmy!” and “You’ve 
worked so hard for this, don’t let this go to waste! 
I was excited but nervous at the same time. I started my races about 11:40ish so I had time to warm up. 
“Now calling group number 23 to the side of the pool for freestyle!” the man shouted loudly.  
That was my first race and everything went well except for when I was finishing my race, the pool started to rumble 
and some of the plaster from the ceiling fell into the pool. My time keeper mouthed “Could you get that?” “Please?” 
I dolphin-dived down to get it. I piped back up and passed the plaster to the lady and she mouthed thank you back to 
me. 
I did really well in the race, I came second. My next race was about 12 o’clock. I was going to find my mum when I 
heard my name being called. It was my swimming coach. We talked about how I could improve. We talked for a 
while and then I heard “Group 31 to the pool for backstroke.” That was my second race.  
I jumped into the pool. The pool rumbled again but we still swam. My first lap was good, but then I heard someone 
screaming. “Look out!” 
I couldn’t believe what had just happened. One of true support beams had fallen. It had fallen on me! I couldn’t 
breath. I was stuck! Everything started to go black. 
When I woke up I was in the hospital with no legs! My life was absolutely destroyed! 
 
by Sara Reynolds 
 



ROOM 7 

Room 7 went on a trip to Camp Columba. We left at 8:45 am on the 13th of March and stayed for 2 nights. We were 
in 3 cabins and then divided into 2 activity groups, Pūkekos and Kiwis. We went to Camp Columba for three simple 
reasons:   
1. So we could get to know each other out of the classroom 
2. To develop team building skills 
3. Challenge ourselves to do new things. It was an incredible experience I would recommend Camp Columba. I 

would definitely go to Camp Columba again.   
By Janika 
 
Wednesday 13th March was our first day of camp. We had settled in and all the fun began. The first thing that we did 
was a scavenger hunt. We enjoyed it very much. We had to find things like: a hairbrush, fake  
moustache, business card and we had to write what the dog’s name was. Once we had mostly all finished we split into 
two groups. The Pūkekos (one of the groups) did raft building. While the other group, the Kiwis, went abseiling. Half 
way through it started to pour down with rain, we were soaked. When we had finished the activities we switched 
around and the Pūkekos tried abseiling and the Kiwis did archery. It stopped raining and the Pūkekos all got one go 
each down the mountain. Mrs Taylor went down the mountain and so did Yvonne. At archery Ava got two bullseyes. 
In the evening we had fun activities including a game where we had to pass a ball under our chins to the next team 
member and then noughts and crosses with square mats and we were the noughts and crosses. We had a very fun day.  
By Sofia. 
 
On Thursday the people in Kiwi started with rock climbing while the people in Pūkeko did archery. After that came a 
delicious morning tea. Then came flying fox and flying weka for Kiwi and rock climbing for Pūkeko. The rock  
climbing was up a rock climbing wall while others in your group were the belay, the smiler, and the coiler. The  
belayer's job was to make sure you didn’t go plummeting to the ground when you had a rest. The smiler kept a loop of 
rope between themselves and the belayer, while the coiler coiled the excess rope. For lunch, we had a bun with  
various fillings that we could choose from. Flying fox and flying weka or team building came after that. The Pūkekos 
did the flying weka where one person is harnessed to the end of the rope and everyone else pulled her into the air.  
Everyone had a go and it was really fun. Then we had afternoon tea. After that, the Pūkekos had team building and it 
was better than I expected.  
My group got through everything really quickly like a spider web made of ropes that we had to get through.  Dinner 
was next and we had sausages, bakes beans, coleslaw and then a delicious dessert 
By Jessica 
 
On the last day of camp, 15th March,  first thing in the morning we had breakfast. Just looking out the windows gave 
most of us shivers down our spines. In other words, it was freezing!  The first activities for both of our groups was 
down at the pond. Imagine how cold it was going to be. We all put many thermals on under our wetsuits and went 
down to the pond. Kiwi was doing raft building and Pūkeko kayaking. Our first sight at the pond was blurry because 
it was all foggy! The Kiwi group got split up and we had to both make rafts and get them around the whole pond and 
back. Half the group did really well but the other had a bit of trouble.  For Pūkeko (the kayakers) the pond was cold at 
the start but then warmed up. After we had done our activities we all packed up and left and went to the Gore swim-
ming pool. We had so much fun! And then it was back to school. 
By Daisy. 
 
Camp Columba 2019 was great. We learnt many things about working together and gained more friends. I hope we  
all have another great camp like this again but get more sleep next time. Camp Columba was incredible! 
By Di-Anne. 

 
   



SPORTS NEWS 

SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS  

REGISTRATIONS 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

NETBALL 

Registrations are open for the following sports. Click on the registration link below for further information: 

 

Hockey https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/95775  registrations close Monday 25th March 

 
Squash https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96031 registrations close Wednesday 3rd April 

 
Table Tennis https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/95814 registrations close Wednesday 27th March 

 
futureFERNS Year 1-4 netball https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/90240 registrations close Wednesday 3rd 

April 

The swimming results are: 

  

Senior Swimming Champions:  1st        Anita White               15 points 

      2nd McKenzie Bennett    11 points 

      3rd  Lindsay Black              9 points 

       

 
Junior Swimming Champions:  1st=      Grace Pope                 12 points 

      1st=  Emmerson Dickson   12 points 

      1st=  Shakayla Brown        12 points 

 
The final overall swimming house points were collated from all events and are as follows: 

1st   Alabaster  2nd   Marchant  3rd   Lester  4th   Enderby 

We have entered four teams in the Junior High competition held on Saturday mornings, two  
teams in the futureFERNS Year 5/6 competitions held on Tuesdays and we have 12 girls  
registered to play in the Year 1-4 futureFERNS programme to be held on Thursday  
afternoons.  
If your daughter is in Year 1-4 and is keen to join the Thursday afternoon programme,  
please register her on the link above. 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/95775
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96031
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/95814
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/90240


REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  

myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a  

St John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  

Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

Madeleine played touch rugby for Southland during the 2018/2019 season and was 

awarded “Most Valuable Female Player – U12 Mixed Maroon Team” at prize giving. 

Well done Madeleine!  

GO Hockey Expo 
April 5th & 6th at the Invercargill Hockey Turf  
For anyone who needs hockey gear, this will be a fantastic opportunity to view an extensive range. 
STICKS, BAGS, SHOES, GK GEAR & ACCESSORIES all with massive savings! 
Friday, 5th April, 17:00 - 20:00 
Saturday, 6th April, 10:00 - 15:00 
 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

