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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
Teachers Strike - Wednesday 29th – School closed      
We greatly appreciate the community support that we have already received following the decision by teachers and 
principals to strike on Wednesday 29 May.  
 
The decision to take further strike action was not taken lightly by any of us. For the first time, both primary and  
secondary teachers are striking together because the crisis in education hits us all very hard and we need the  
Government to understand how serious it is. 
 
Schools are grappling with the fallout of a 40% nosedive in the number of people training to be teachers between 
2010 and 2016.  While the situation improved a little last year and the Government has announced an urgent $95m 
package to recruit teachers, this is not sufficient to address the crisis.  Schools struggle daily to find enough teachers 
to meet their relief teacher needs and this will worsen as winter approaches.  
 
There is also a desperate need for more support for children with additional learning needs.  The 600 new SENCO 
roles announced recently, will not address this.  These are administrative positions and will deplete our existing 
teacher numbers even further.  Most schools would have preferred an additional staffing allowance that could be used 
to meet specific needs. 
 
The fact is that teaching is no longer considered an attractive profession due to long-term under-funding of the  
education sector. A significant pay jolt is part of the solution, alongside significant improvements to our heavy work-
loads. Otherwise our schools will end up with larger class sizes and more teachers leaving. 
 
I know that closing the school is an inconvenience but we have to do something to safeguard your children’s future 
education.  Without increased remuneration and improved conditions, we will not attract or retain teachers.  There are 
other issues that need to be addressed too, such as increased provision for the children with learning and behavioural 
difficulties but having a high calibre teacher in the class is the number one priority. 
 
What can you do to make a difference?  Please email the local members of parliament and the Minister of Education, 
Chris Hipkins. 
 
Labour: Liz.craig@parliament.govt.nz 

Labour: chris.hipkins@parliament.govt.nz 

National: sarah.dowie@national.org.nz  

NZ First: Tracey.Martin@parliament.govt.nz 

 

Production 
Hopefully everyone has received an email and a Facebook notification that we are holding our production at Verdon 
College on Rockdale Road (not Racecourse Road as I put in the email!) We look forward to seeing you there.  It is 
very entertaining!  Lots of laughs. 
 
Year 7 Speech Exams 
These will be postponed until next term, probably week 3, with the date to be confirmed.  Mrs Kelly realised that the 
girls had missed several lessons as they have speech on Wednesday so they would not be as prepared as we like them 
to be.  We like people to succeed. 
 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)        
Brenda Mackay  
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Term 2Term 2 

 

May 

27th   Strike Day—school closed 
31st   Young Leaders—Dunedin 
 

June 

4th   BOP Meeting 7pm  

5th   All Saints Cross Country  10 & 11 yrs olds 

  Speech Exam Year 7—postponed, new date 

                                                   to be advised 

6th   Speech Exam Year 8 

7th   Speech Exam Yrs  5 & 6 

  All Saints Cross Country postponement 

11th   Mufti Day  

17th   BOT  Meeting 5.30pm 

19th-20th School Production 

21st   Reports Out 

  Southland Cross Country 

25th   Sthld Cross Country postponement  

26th   Interviews - start 2pm School closes 2pm. 

27th   Interviews - start 3pm  

 

July 

5th  Last Day Term 2  

22nd   First Day Term 3  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Meila Greiving, Emily Bulling-Clearwater, 
  Bailey Cooper    
Room 2 Sophia Warbrick-Smith, Summer Behl, 
  Gracie Dennis, Willow Harper, 
  Ingrid Fleming, Esmé McCleery 
Room 3  Lucia Erskine, Meila Spain, Morgan Lau, 
  Isabella McNamara, Jhordaya Shaw, 
  Camryn Shepherd  
Room 4 Christabel Billcliff, Olivia Gibson, 
  Lily Morgan, Olivia Sorenson, 
  Olivia Crosbie, Chloe Taylor 
Room 5  Holly Driver, Bellah Van den Beld-Kerr, 
  Elise Hampton, Eva Sexton 
Room 6 Louella Mirrielees-Huxtable, Lucy Griffin, 
  McKenzie Bennett, Kacee McEwan, 
  Greer Dawson, Anna Williams  
Room 7 Grace Pope, Janika Stirling, Lucy Muir, 
  Shakayla Brown, Bailey King, 
  Georgie Buchanan 
 
Values Cup 
10 May Molly Stockman           Room 4 
17 May  Eilidh Gordon         Room 1 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

 
Everyone coming into the school must sign in at the office 
please. 
If you’re dropping something off for your daughter please 
do not take it to the classroom or cloakbay.  Leave it at 
the office for your daughter to collect. 
If your daughter is leaving the school for an appointment 
she must report out and back in at the office also.    
 
This is a health and safety matter as we must know where 
your daughter is at all times, and who is on the school 
grounds.     

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected 
you will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a 
regular basis payment is expected weekly. This is an  
excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so 
please use it. 

SCHOOL CAR PARKS—REMINDER  
Please do not use the school car parks for picking up and 
dropping off your daughters unless you are a boarder  
parent. 
Please remind grandparents and caregivers who also drop 
off and pick up girls. 
 
We also ask that you are considerate of neighbours and 
don’t park over, or too close to their driveways. 
 
Thank you.  

BOT NOMINATIONS 
We are delighted to receive 7 nominations for the Board of 
Trustees, who have a good mix of skills. 
Voting papers will be out soon.  Read the blurbs carefully 
to ensure we have a great team who all promote our school 
positively in the community. 
It is important that you use the enclosed envelope to return 
your voting papers.  Only one voting paper per envelope. 
 



SPORTS NEWS 

CROSS COUNTRY  

WESTPAC SOUTHLAND PRIMARY SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY  

ALL SAINTS ZONE CROSS COUNTRY  

SOUTHLAND JUNIOR FUTSAL COMPETITON  

We had a great afternoon for the school cross country with all the girls running down Coronation Avenue (centre 
lane through Queens Park) and finishing at the band rotunda. This was great for the spectators. 
Well done to all the girls who participated.  Thank you to all the wonderful parents and staff from Sports Southland 
who helped marshal the course. Your assistance is greatly appreciated by the students and teachers.    
It was wonderful to see the girls support each other. This was commented on by the Sports Southland volunteers, 
who were very impressed with the level of support the girls gave each other. 
Congratulations to the following girls: 
  
Year 0-1:    
1st  Saige Geary  2nd Danielle King  3rd Eilidh Gordon 
Year 2-3:  
1st Jessica Hay  2nd Liliana Clinckett  3rd Amelia Frew 
9 Year Olds:  
1st Olivia Sorensen  2nd Morgan Lau;  3rd Lucy Middlemass 
10 Year Olds:  
1st Molly Stockman; 2nd Olive Rutledge; 3rd Jessica Huang 
11 Year Olds:  
1st Grace Pope  2nd Sofia Campbell-Wall 3rd Ella Pope 
12 Year Olds:  
1st Anita White  2nd Elise Hampton   3rd Greer Dawson 
13 Year Olds: 
1st Amanda Henderson 2nd Sam Schol  3rd Lindsay Black 
House Points:   
1st Marchant   2nd Enderby      3rd Lester      4th Alabaster 
 
Senior Cross Country Champions:  
1st Anita White     2nd Elise Hampton    3rd Greer Dawson 
 
Junior Cross Country Champions:   
1st Grace Pope          2nd Sofia Campbell-Wall  3rd Ella Pope 

The zone cross country is to be held on Wednesday 5th June 2019, at Elizabeth Park.  
Our top 10 year olds and 11 year olds will compete against other schools in our zone.  
 
10 year olds: Molly Stockman and Olive Rutledge 
11 year olds: Grace Pope, Sofia Campbell-Wall and Meah Somerville 
 
A parent letter will be emailed out next week with further details. We will need parents to help transport the girls 
to the event and to be marshalls. Please email me if you are able to help sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
 

This event will once again be held at the Field Days site at Waimumu, on Friday 21st June (postponement Tuesday 
25th June). Further information can be found on our school website. I will send out a parent letter with further details 
closer to the time. 

This competition starts on Monday 29th July and runs for 9 weeks finishing on Monday 23rd September. 

For further information and to register your daughter please click the link below, visit our school website 

or download the SPORTY NZ app. https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/97077 
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REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

WATERPOLO 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

INDOOR BOWLS (Years 7—13) 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a  
St John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

SOUTHLAND SCHOOLS’ ORIENTEERING CHAMPS 

Pippa was placed 4th at the champs on Sunday 12th May at Sandy Point. 
This was a pretty good result, as most of the entries in her section were teams.  
It was a very wet day and she competed in-between two netball games. Well done Pippa!  
 

Registrations are now open and close on Wednesday 29th May. If your daughter has expressed an  

interest in playing, please register by clicking here https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96898  

Please keep your water polo cards in a safe place or return them to Mrs Smith for safe keeping until  
the season starts up again.  
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