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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
The exciting thing about working at St John’s is that nothing remains static.  There are always exciting new projects  
happening or things being tweaked to improve them. 
 
This term, the senior classes are having a good look at physical science, sound, light, magnetism and electricity, with  
lots of hands on experiments.  They are doing this in house groups rather than in separate classes.  The girls are very  
engaged.  Science is going to be one of our focuses for 2020. 
 
The art throughout the school is of a high standard.  The teachers are always looking for new ideas, such as Room 2/3 
bottle lid art.  If you get a chance, call into your daughter’s classroom to have a look at the great art on the walls.  I was 
impressed by the calendar art that went home.   
 
The play area outside Room 1/2 has been slowly evolving over the last year, with funding from the Parents’ Association 
and a lot of help from Russell Peters, a grandfather in the school who has recently built the sand pit and the storage shed. 
This area is very popular at interval and lunchtime, with some amazing construction happening.  Four senior girls are 
designing a water area to add to this.  I’m looking forward to seeing what they come up with.  Some other things are  
being planned for this area too. 
 
There is also another play area being developed by a group of girls.  This one is aimed at creative play, during breaks, to 
make huts or whatever appeals to the girls.  To make all of this happen,  
 
We need your help! 
 
Can you supply any of the following? 
A normal sized kitchen sink (and drainer) that is no longer required x2 
Any length of plastic spouting/plastic down pipe 
Manuka (or any other tree) sticks, between 2 m – 5m, suitable for building tepees   
Planks, 2m – 5m.  Perhaps these were used for painting but are now no longer used or are warped.  We are not fussy! 
 
Uniform – a heads up. 
It is our intention that the junior PE uniform will be the same as the senior one.  This will make life easier for you as you 
won’t have to organise a new PE uniform when your daughter moves into Year 5, and your daughter will not have to 
make do with a uniform that is too small for her when she is near the end of Year 4.  This change will be phased in over 
a couple of years.  Please don’t rush in to get the new one yet as Mrs Lang is still in the process of organising the smaller 
sizes.   
 
Smart Watches 
Technology is exciting and offers so much but it also causes issues.  Please do not send your daughter to school with a 
smart watch.  The girls are not allowed their cell phone in the classroom and a smart watch is really the same.  The issue 
with them, particularly for the junior girls, is that they are a distraction.  We want your daughter to achieve to her full 
potential so want to eliminate anything that might stop her doing so. 
In anticipation, thank you for supporting us.   
 
Enjoy the long weekend. 
 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)  
Brenda Mackay 



Term 4 

 

October 

28 Oct Labour Day—no school 

 

November 

7th   Greats & Grands—Rms 1, 2, 3 

  BOT Meeting 5.30pm  

11th   Teacher Only Day—school closed 

13th   Familiarisation Morning 

14th   Speech Exams  - Room 3 

25th   Mufti Day 

26th   Year 8 photo shoot 

28th   Stripes Awarded 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm  

29th   Gym Festival  - seniors am 

                                   - juniors pm 

 

December 

2nd   Tabloids  

3rd   Dance Sharing  2pm   hall  

5th   Christmas Service Practice 

6th   Christmas Service—1.30pm  First Church,  

  Tay St 

11th   Prize Giving practice 

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Courtney Mackie, Leah Hamilton, 
  Evie Erskine 
Room 2 Ingrid Fleming, Esmé McCleery, 
  Aaliyah Jack, Alysha Jennings   
Room 3  Ana Packham, Avé Valoa-Jack,  
  Kiran Gilmete, Amber Behl  
Room 4 Matilda Stevens, Chloe Taylor 
  Olive Rutledge, Zoe Stockman 
Room 5 Elise Hampton, Natalia Longman 
  Asha Dickson, Sara Reynolds 
Room 6 Jaylah Harvey-De Clifford,  
  McKenzie Bennett, Holly Keary,  
  Abigail Hunter   
Room 7 Lucia Hughes, Riley Morrison, 
  Lilly Roughan, Ella Pope 
     
Values Cup:  
25 Oct Gracie Dennis Rm 2 
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis, payment is expected weekly.   
 
Afterschool care will be available on the last day of 
school—Thursday 12 December. 
 
This is an excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs 
Wilson so please use it. 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be 
signed out, and back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is 
going to leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, 
drop anything in for your daughter, coach sport etc must 
also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  



ROOM 4 -  Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

   
 
 

I can’t believe it’s only Week 2. We are off to a flying start and have achieved so much already.  
 
The senior end of the school are half way through their science rotations. Each house group spends 5 hours a week 
learning about magnetism, electricity, sound or light. In Room 4 we have been learning about the magnet, what is 
magnetic and how we can use magnetism by making magnets, electromagnets, magnetic slime and many more  
experiments.  

 
 
 
 



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

Late last term Room 5 entered the 100 Word Story Competition.  Check out a sample of our creative writing! 
 
Escape 
My heart was pounding, they should have caught me by now.  I looked around, everything was the same, each door 
opened to a room identical to the last.  Maybe I had been going around in circles, over and over through the same 
doors.  But I wasn’t, every so often I’d pass small cages, each housing different animals.  This was horrible.  Turning 
a corner, another door swung open, this room was different.  I was free!  Then huge hands reached through the door, 
they grabbed me and pulled me into the open.  A voice thundered around me.  “Ah, the runaway lab mouse”. 
By Bianca Collie 
 
Murder House 
I was locked to the black leather chair.  I could not move!  The bright light was beaming in my face.  People were 
looking at me.  It felt as if everything was closing in on me.  There were so many metal contraptions coming in at 
full speed to my face.  I have to escape, but how?  I was pinned down by a person.  I closed my eyes and clenched 
my fists and slithered my way out of the chair.  I ran for the door but suddenly I felt a pinch in my mouth and my 
poor wisdom teeth were yanked out.  
By Lindsay Black  
 
The Attack 
My eyes were wide with terror as Mum slowly opened the door.  There she was.  I dashed down the corridor into my 
room.  “Come back!” Mum yelled.  Had she been turned into a mindless zombie?  The door creaked open as the 
monster came towards me with her long arms outstretched.  I huddled into a ball in my bed.  The covers pulled back 
and she wrapped her arms around me in a tight embrace.  I watched in slow motion as her head came towards me.  
Her lips squished against my cheek.  I had once again been attached by Grandma’s sloppy kisses. 
By Samara Beck 
 
Kidnapped! 
I woke up to creaking floor boards.  I suddenly opened my eyes, it was  pitch black. I could see a figure next to me.  
It grabbed me and pulled me out of bed.  The man hushes me as he hauled me out the broken window.  My bare feet 
frozen when I touch the concrete, I glanced at my watch.  It was 12 o’clock.  The man started squeezing my arm 
tighter, I was terrified, who was he?  I needed to escape.  I yanked my arm from him and ran next door while the 
man drove into the distance. 
By Madison Butler 

Room 6 are thoroughly enjoying the Science rotation this term.  In their house groups, the girls are learning about 
electricity, magnetism, sound, light and colour.  They are carrying out numerous experiments and developing a good 
knowledge and understanding of science in the physical world.     

 
         
 

 

   

 

 
The Gymnastics Festival is approaching fast.  The girls are practising their routines for the floor, vault, beam, bar, 
trampoline, skipping and hoops.  Both their confidence and skills are developing nicely.  It is lovely to see the girls 
step outside of their comfort zones and challenge themselves further.  We are looking forward to show casing their 
talents on Friday the 29th of November.  Parents and caregivers are welcome to attend and support the girls. 

   

 

 

 

 

ROOM 6 - Year 7– Ms Hawke 



ROOM 7 - Year 6 - Mrs Taylor 

In the senior end of the school, we have been exploring science with the help of our teachers. Each teacher does  
something different with the students. Mr Hughes leads electricity, Ms Hawke teaches light and colour, Miss Smillie 
takes magnetism and Mrs Taylor is doing sound. We learn a lot in these sessions, which are happening two mornings 
a week.  We get to use a lot of materials like brain boxes (electricity kits) and light boxes. These classes are running 
for five weeks and we go around them in our house groups.  
In the light group, we drew around our shadow in the morning with chalk then again later in the morning and then one 
last time at lunch and we found out that the further into the morning you are the shorter your shadow becomes.  In 
Mr Hughes’ class we learned about the series circuit and the parallel circuit. Then we got to experiment on our own. 

 
For maths in Room 7, we have been learning about patterns and how they grow. We have made two patterns that are 
similar.  Other people had to try and work out how they are similar and answer all the questions we created about our 
patterns. We are finding out easier ways to know what the next pattern in our sequence will be. We are now  
showing patterns in 3 ways; with pictures or materials, in a table and with a line graph. When we have to work out a 
problem we work in groups because then we hear other people’s ideas and this helps some people who might get stuck 
on something. 
 
Mrs Taylor has started reading a new class novel, called ‘The Ruins of Gorlan’. It’s the first from a series called ‘The 
Rangers Apprentice’. It is set in medieval times, so things are very different from the world that we live in. The hero is 
a boy called Will who want to go to Battleschool but instead has been sent off to become a ranger. 
 
In English, we have started writing poetry. Our first poems have been descriptive poems based on a picture  
Mrs Taylor picked. Here is some of our work. 
 
Rain fell down,  
his world turned upside down. 
As it got colder  
The petals, falling 
down, one by one. 
Was she ever going 
to come back? 
Or was it just a dream? 
Tears ran down his face. 
Memories slipping away. 
Was love a dream  
or was it real? 
By Sarah and Lilly  
 
The Seat Beside Me 
One frosty winters eve, 
The wind was picking up, 
The snowflakes were getting bigger,  
Still, a sign of hope was ringing from the tulip. 
 
Hope began to fade, 
The world was becoming smaller. 
The tulip lost hope, 
The petals began to fall off, 
The petals falling to the crisp, white ground. 
By Sofia and Grace. 
 
Dim lights flickered. 
Unique snowflakes drifted. 
The wind laughing. 
Slowly he removed the timeless beautiful flower. 
Remembering Winter’s hope. 
By Ava and Emmerson  

A Symbol of Spring 
The bleak coldness of Winter encloses him, 
A ceaseless, relentless winter. 
The cold, melancholy glow of the lamps flicker, 
Reminiscences engulf him. 
Flower’s fragrance reaches him, 



SPORTS NEWS 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

WATERPOLO 

MINIBALL 

BADMINTON 

SCHOOL SWIMMING LESSONS TERM 1, 2020 

VOLLEYBALL 

Next Friday lunchtime we have Crystal from Badminton Southland holding Shuttletime sessions in our school hall, 
at lunchtime, from 12:20pm – 1.00pm. She will be here each Friday in November and all girls are welcome to join in 
these sessions.  The dates are: Friday 1st November; Friday 8th November; Friday 15th November;  
Friday 22nd November;  Friday 29th November. 

The miniball competition is now midway through the competition.  The full draw for the remainder of the 

competition is available at   

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec5df2_19420f4606824b39ab0dd2358332a417.pdf   

This term I will start to collate the information I require to get school swimming lessons set up for 
Term 1, 2020.  If your daughter has attended private swimming lessons between Term 1 2019 and 
now, and has received her 200m certificate, please forward a copy of the certificate to me as soon 
as possible. Email:  sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz  
I require this so I can arrange the correct groups for girls who require lessons. Girls in Years 4 - 8 
who have obtained their 200m certificate will remain at school for PE. If you do not forward a 
copy of this certificate, your daughter will be assumed to have not passed her 200m and will require the school 
swimming lessons next year. I only require 200m certificates that were obtained in 2019.  Thank you 

Our Year 7/8 volleyball team has been playing in the Wednesday afternoon social grade.  

The competition finishes next week. Many thanks to Janine Griffin for managing the girls on game 

days. Good luck for your final game. 

The Year 7/8 competition started up again on Friday 18th October. The 22nd November is ‘finals night’ 

for all grades. 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 
John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
Anna W competed in the Southland U12 football team who won the South Island tournament in Blenheim. 
Well done team! 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ec5df2_19420f4606824b39ab0dd2358332a417.pdf
mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz


COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

Anna W competed in the Southland U12  
football team who won the South Island  
tournament in Blenheim. Well done team! 

Over the October school holidays 
Emmerson D attended the New 
Zealand National Artistic  
Swimming Competitions in  
Dunedin. She was representing 
Southland and her Artistic  
Swimming Club Phoenix,  
competing in the Under 12  
Section. 
Emmerson did very well coming: 

 1st in 12 Under Duet 

 1st in 12 Under Team 

 2nd in 12 Under Figures 

 3rd in 12 Under Solo 

 5th in Open Combo 
 
Well done Emmerson! 

Pictured is the Invercargill Collier Girls who went to 

Wellington in the second week of the school holidays 

to play teams from all over NZ. 

Elise H, Anita W, Sara R, Natalia L and Madeline L 
from St Johns’ were in the team. 
The team enjoyed playing some great hockey and  
displayed awesome sportsmanship. 
Elise H captained the team and Anita W was  
awarded the MVP of the team.  This photo is after a 
win against South Canterbury. Well done girls on a 
successful tournament. 

SUMMER FOOTBALL 
Sign up using the Southland Football Individual Registration form and 
Southland Football will help get you organised with a team! 
Click Here to sign up now! 
  
Starting: Monday 4th November! 
Time: 4.00-6.00pm 
Where? ILT Football Turf, Turnbull Thomson Park, Invercargill! 
For kids aged 4-14 Years old! 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. 
SOUTHLAND FOOTBALL, ILT Football Centre,  
199 Islington Street,  
 
Phone: 03 2177900 
 
Email: admin@southlandfootball.org.nz 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtYQPlKMi-ZkWIQxmtjqPqTDhtuRfbY9qPVSVtOu29QYYp7A/viewform
mailto:admin@southlandfootball.org.nz

