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Principal's Comments
Tena koutou katoa – Greetings to you all

Reports and Interviews
You will receive your daughter(s) report today instead of next

Ear Muffs
We are going to trial ear muffs for certain girls who find it
difficult to focus for various reasons. This could be beneficial
for several of our girls, especially during writing. I’m not sure
why we haven’t thought of it before!

Friday as planned. This report usually has 2-4 next learning

You daughter's teacher may contact you to discuss this, or if

steps for reading, writing and maths and the detail is discussed

you think earmuffs would be beneficial for your daughter,

at an interview, but this time, because we have changed how

please contact the teacher(s) to discuss.

we are delivering maths, the teachers have written detailed
comments for these areas. You may decide that the report tells
you where your daughter is and what she needs to work on so
you no longer require an interview. This is completely
acceptable and you are not being a ‘negligent’ parent for not
attending an interview. It is totally your choice. If at a later
date you have a concern/query, you are welcome to contact the
teacher(s) to discuss your concern or to make an appointment
to meet the teacher(s) at any time.
However, should you still wish to have an interview in week 10,
you will be able to make an appointment for an interview from
Monday morning on, using the Skool Loop app. Please ensure

Production
I was incredibly proud of the staff and the girls for the show
that they put on. Hours and hours of work went into it, from
every single staff member, especially this year, when our two
lead people were absent at critical times during the buildup.
We did miss them but other staff stepped up and filled the
gaps. I trust you enjoyed it. The link to the photos is on
Facebook. Anyone can go into Facebook to see them, even if
you are not a Facebook user.

Resignation

you have this downloaded onto your phone.

I’ve decided it’s time to retire so I am finishing at the end of this

Go to the App store. Download Skool Loop, then select

part of a great team, (staff, boards and PA) and getting to know

St John’s Girls’ school. You can use the app for more than one
school. We have noticed that the app has to be completely
closed to get notifications.

Parent Interviews
Tuesday 6th July 2.15pm onwards / Wednesday 7th July
3.15pm onwards
Interviews will be 15-minutes with your daughter and her
teacher(s) to discuss her achievement and progress.

year.

I’ve enjoyed my 15 years as principal, especially being

the many girls who have been through the school, and their
parents and grandparents. I think we have all achieved a lot and
have a wonderful school to be proud of.
Have a relaxing weekend.

Nga mihi nui (warm regards)

Brenda Mackay
Principal
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Coming Events
TERM 2
June
25th
28th
29th
July
1st
6th
7th
6-9th
9th

TERM 3
July
Reports Out
Marae Visit [Rooms 5/6/7]
Marae Visit [Rooms 1 / 2 / 3 / 4]

Matariki Breakfast [Rooms 1, 2 ,3, 4]
Interviews [School closes 2.00pm Afterschool Care starts at 2.15pm]
Interviews [School closes 3.00pm]
Life Education Bus
Bonus Points trophies presented
Work / Sports stripes presented
PA USB Fundraiser due in by 3.00pm
Last day of Term 2

26th
August
4th
10th
11th
13th
19th
26th
27th

Day 1 of Term 3

Parents' Association Meeting
[7.00pm]
Yr 7 Speech Exam
Yr 6 Speech Exam
Yr 8 Speech Exam
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
Polyfest [1.20-2.20PM]
Father / Daughter Netball [2.00pm]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Harper Peters, Aoife Gordon,
Frankie Steiner, Charlie Visser

Room 5

Pippa Keary, Riley Morrison,
Sienna Hunter, Meah Somerville

Room 2

Leah Hamilton, Bailey Cooper,
Evie Erskine, Emily Bulling

Room 6

Ada O'Connor, Nicola Schol,
Ella Harvey, Holly Scarlett

Room 3

Willow Harper, Kadi Cantley,
Ava Moore, Nevaeh Roughan

Room 7

Stella Lal, Shanna-Beth Smith,
Zoe Stockman, Camryn Shepherd

Room 4

Esmé McCleery, Alysha Jennings,
Leah McEwan, Nicole Carnie

Values
Cup

Jhordaya Shaw
Amy Fieten

[Room 7]
[Room 6]
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Rock Bottom!!

The lights, the music, the cameras were set in our school hall. We are having a production!!

The music started! The stage is dark like a gloomy cave! I spin around and smile. I dance like nobody has done before! My
heart is racing, pumping. The music stops! The music comes on. I know that it is the music to get off the gloomy dark stage.
My class and I are on with our boss, LADY LAVA!!! We say our lines. I bend down like we are eggheads and act as hard as I can
to put 100% into my part. It’s half time. We have half time for the lovely audience to go to the toilet and chat a little bit.
The stage goes dark again. Lady Lava calls out “Gravel” off stage. She does it out loud, it hurts my ears a bit but I am brave
and persevere. We go on. I act and do arm movements. And then we go back off. We wait in the tent outside on a dark wet
night.

Room 4

I am in the middle of the stage dancing my little heart out. I smile to make the audience feel proud and happy and to make my
class stand out! We finish and run off the stage while the lights are dark and gloomy.
We just finished ‘spell on you!’ It was so fun. We are doing the last and final song now. I feel proud that we have just finished
all the songs and we are doing the bows. I smile so hard I nearly have tears in my eyes. I wave bye. Then I go off stage and
then I run to the warm, cosy classroom. I felt so proud of myself that the production was over. I knew I did good!

By Greer Macpherson

Rock Bottom rocks!
This is the moment of a lifetime, the day everyone has been waiting for! But I am so excited but also nervous at the same
time my heart is racing like a speeding car on a race track. Last night on the 16th of June was the production called ‘Rock
Bottom’. Everyone was getting ready to go on stage. I couldn’t wait to entertain the parents with what we worked so
hard on.
Finally it was exactly 6:00pm and time to go on the stage. I was so excited but so nervous at the same time. When I
finally had the guts to go on stage, two really bad things happened you will never guess. First one is… for some reason
Miss Smillie’s laptop decided to do a 35 minute update 30 minutes before the production and she controls the sound
effects and music! So she couldn't help us put on our bald caps and help us get ready before we have to go on. Second
was when we were walking on stage I heard a big BANG! It was the sound of the rock that someone accidentally knocked
over. Not saying anyone in particular! But everyone makes mistakes.
The production is about going back in time to see what it was like in the stone age but the story is fiction. The main
characters are Bobby Cobblestone and Lady Lava! But personally my favourite character was Juan 3 because she made
lots of jokes that made my voice box nearly explode with laughter. My class acted as eggheads. We were the smartest
people in the stone age but we were used as Lady Lavas servants! Lady Lava had locked us in the lava labrinth so we
were stuck! She used us to make her young again because we had found something in the mountains to keep her young.
Lady Lava wants Bobby to keep her young because the eggheads failed her. But this was Bobby's dream but he found out
that Lady Lava wasn't a kind celebrity, she was a witch!
But he became a step ahead of Lady Lava and Bobby had made a drink called a clock tail to keep her young. But Lady
Lava drank too much and turned into a baby!
Well that was the production on Wednesday. I can’t wait to do it again on Thursday!

By Avé Valoa-Jack
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Marae Visit Prep

Room 4 cont.

We have been preparing for our marae visit next week and made some games to help us learn about the marae. These games
teach us about the parts of the wharenui (meeting house), Maori vocabulary, what the patterns in tukutuku and kowhaiwhai
represent and the process of a powhiri. The girls enjoyed sharing their learning with the Room 2 girls on Wednesday and are
excited to visit Room 1 and 3 too.
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Room 5

Glistening Autumn
Hot sun, reds and bright ginger oranges.
Birds chirping bravely in the morning sky.
Movements of leaves in the dark black blanket.
The empty swings with thick dew settled and still.
Cold sunny mornings.
Till the last day of Autumn when the leaves are all shed
covering the glistening grass.
Warm hot chocolate and toasty warm fire burning.
The hot smell of spicy pine cones settling throughout the house.
Chocolate chip cookies warm from the oven.
Winter is coming and it's coming soon.

by emmerson dickson

Autumn

Autumn Harvest

Scarlet, crimson and maple leaves
twist and turn in the winter breeze.

I can see the crisp sunburnt leaves
dancing in the breeze.
The sweet smell of the pumpkin soup in the
air.

Leaves gently layering the cold dark ground
The birds go quiet, they don't make a sound.
Insects scurry beneath the frosted ground
Their homes below, never to be found.
The sun peeking through, the trees glistening
and sparkling in the Autumn breeze.
Mushrooms and fungi suddenly appear,
they seem to have come from nowhere.
The wind whistles through stark bare trees
preparing themselves for the winter freeze.

by Riley Morrison

Leaves are saying soft good-byes
as they come floating down
to make a nature's carpet
of yellow, red and brown.
Autumn is a show of Spring
when every coloured leaf
like flowers, blooms in the
Golden sky.
The frost said goodbye as the
Sun gleamed up above.

by Sienna Hunter
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Winter Warmth
When the raindrops are falling.
The grey sky releases its tears
and muddies the land.
We hibernate indoors.
Hot chocolate by the fire.
Woolly socks warming me inside and out.
The windows gathering drips
and misting my view.
Winter warmth ….

by Meah Somerville

Winter's Embrace
Winter's sleep so close to death
piercing with his arctic breath.
Shimmering lakes of silvery ice
Hills adorned in lacy white.
Polar pillows full of snow
hover over valleys low.
Peaks meeting sky comes down
To wear a white, shiny crown
Grass sleeps under the shimmering cushion
Waiting to rise, holding spring's vision

by Pippa Keary
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Acrostic Poems

Room 6 have been writing cinquain and acrostic poems about our producation and our health
topic. We thought we would share some of our writing with you. Enjoy!

Production
Wow, what a busy however rewarding
term. We have been so incredibly busy
preparing

for

production
presenting

our

and
it

to

‘Rock

Bottom’

thoroughly
you

all.We

enjoyed
were

all

very nervous leading up to the show
but

now

we

performances.

are
We

so

proud

enjoyed

of
it

our
and

Room 6

hope you did too.

Heath - Drugs and Alcohol Education
Room 6 have been learning about smoking and vaping recently within their Drugs and Alcohol
Education health programme. This programme provides the girls with knowledge and skills, so
they can make informed choices to be hopefully, drug free in the future.

Smoking
Smoking.
Unhealthy, cancerous.
Disgusting, addictive, expensive.
Killing with every puff.
Emphysema.
By Meg Scott

s moking is something that the government is trying to stop.
by
Scarlett Warnock
m ore than one in 6 people will die of smoking in New Zealand.
o ver 19,000 people start to smoke each year.
k ids can be influenced by their parents (role models) and friends to smoke.
i t has over 4,000 bad chemicals in a cigarette (like rocket fuel and poison from the gas chambers).
n icotine is a very addictive drug which causes death.

g ive up before it gets you!
by
Olivia Sorensen
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Production
Production
Room 7 loved being Mini Miners
in

the

was

production.

so

pleased

Mrs

with

Taylor

the

way

the class worked that she made
a

chocolate

cake

for

morning

tea on Monday.

Shopping Bags
Room

7

will

be

making

shopping bags this term. So far
everyone has used a pattern to
cut

out

the

fabric.

The

3D

printer is now busy printing the
personalised stencils, which the
girls have designed. These will
be used to decorate the bags

Room 7

once they have been made.

English
In English the girls have
been exploring
persuasive writing.
They started by
persuading the reader
to buy fries, a flexible
ruler or a light bulb.
Then they research the
advantages and
disadvantages of the
Covid-19 vaccine.
Finally, they are
creating
advertisements for
Bobby Cobblestone’s
crazy inventions
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English
Continued

Room 7 cont.

Light up now!
Sick of the dark? Buy
a lightbulb and you
will see the difference.
This lightbulb can
change colour any
colour you want.
You can now read
your book without
getting up in the
night.
Having a BBQ? Need
light? Light up your
outside now!
How can you not live
without light for once.
This lightbulb will
change your life.

by Nieve

French Fries, French Fries, French Fries.
The crispy golden fries are only the start!
They make you and your tummy happy!
And they are completely organic and made locally in NZ!
Your tummy must already be rumbling, but now you're going to be
slobbering too! It is $1.50 now!
Only bought in stores.

by Olivia
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