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Greetings from the
Principal
Tena koutou, Konichiwa, Bula Vinaka

It sure is nice to be enjoying a milder day after the stormy conditions
we have managed in the past week! The general well-being of our
girls lifts when they are outside in their break times, exploring
imaginative play and creativity with their peers.
I want to make special mention of our Care Committee, and their
volunteers. This dedicated team of St John’s parents works diligently
behind the scenes to ensure that those in our school community who
are facing difficult times, are shown kindness and offered support.
There are no accolades for this job, just that genuine warmth that
people feel whey they can lighten people’s loads. To you all, thank
you!
It has been a demanding week here at school for both the staff and
the girls. The joys of Covid saw us having to condense three major
events into just one school week. It was a challenge and the
St John’s whanau is tired, but what a success all three events were!
A highlight of every year is the Aerobics Festival. There are so many
skills and qualities that are developed throughout this journey; more
than most people realise.
Collaboration – the senior girls build their routines together, a
culmination of different minds!
Patience – not everyone learns an aerobic routine at the same pace.
This fosters tuakana/teina, the notion of someone more experienced
supporting someone less experienced.
Negotiation – all of the girls have different ideas and of course they
can’t all be included! Team work is about giving and taking.
And of course, let’s not forget about the excitement of the house
competition! There is house pride at stake!

Kia ora Miss Gina for your dedication to helping our girls to shine.
For those of you who ventured out to our Cross Country – you were
brave! The weather looked promising over the lunch hour but like
the true Southland toughies that the girls are, they ran through the
teeming rain and howling wind. The determination and grit on
display was really impressive. There was some real resilience shown
on Thursday and the girls did themselves proud. Every house point
counts!
Yesterday saw us cheering on the girls in our annual Swimming
Sports. What a slickly planned event! Our value of perseverance was
certainly on display. There was some outstanding swimming and
some girls really surprised themselves by achieving new personal
best times! Ka pai to you, Mrs Russell, for a very busy week of events.
It was smooth sailing all the way thanks to your eye for detail!
Have a wonderful weekend with your families. Do something nice
for yourselves.
Nga mihi
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal
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Coming Events
TERM 2

TERM 3

June
2nd

Zone Cross Country
Playhouse Theatre
Staff Only Day [school closed]
Zone Cross Country [postponement
day]
Queen's Birthday [school closed]
Southland Cross Country
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Matariki Breakfast
Matariki [school closed]
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]

3rd

6th
17th
22nd
23rd
24th
30th
July
1st
5th - 8th
5th
6th
8th

Reports Out
Life Education Visit
Interviews [School closes at 2pm]
Interviews [School closes at 3pm]
Stripes and Bonus points awarded
Last day of Term 2

July
Day 1 of Term 3
25th
25th - 29th Room 5 Deep Cove Camp
August
9th
10th
11th
12th
16th
17th
17th - 19th
18th
23rd
24th
25th

Speech Exams [Yr 8]
Speech Exams [Yr 7]
First Aid [Yr 8]
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/5/6/7]
First Aid [Yr 7]
Speech Exams [Yr 6]
Mufti Day
Speech Exams [Yr 5]
Room 6 Dunedin Camp
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/3/4/8]
Speech Exams [Yr 4]
Speech Exams [Yr 3]
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Millie Dobbie, Lorelai Stirling,
Lucy Dixon-Calder, Beau McRae-Bothamley

Room 5

Charlee O'Connor, Lucy Watt,
Olivia Sorensen, Sienna Pirie

Room 2

Maggie Mulqueen, Hannah Sloan,
Amelia Bosma, Ashlyn Shepherd

Room 6

Camryn Shepherd, Jhordaya Shaw,
Chloe Taylor, Isabella Moore

Room 3

Evie Erskine, Emily Bulling, Mia Preininger

Room 7

Amber Behl, Libby Hamilton,
Alysha Jennings, Avé Valoa-Jack

Room 4

Nakaysha Fraser, Alyssa Hamilton,
Drew Peddie, Mia Padgett

Values
Cup

Nicole Carnie

[Room 7]

Pink Shirt Day

On Friday 20th May our school
took part in Pink Shirt Day.
Pink Shirt Day is a national
fundraising day raising bullying
awareness. It was started when
a young boy at his school was
being bullied for wearing a pink
shirt. As a result many of his
friends and classmates wore the
colour pink to show their support
for him.
In total we raised $321.00.
On behalf of the School, we the
Kaiarahi would like to thank you all
for your support.
Meg, Lucy, Christabel, Amy, Ana,
Shanna-Beth and Sienna

Room 4
It's all go in Room 4 this term! We are having so much fun learning!

Kitchen Chemistry
Our kitchen chemistry has been
fascinating. We have been learning
how molecules diffuse through
balloons; how rock salt lowers the
temperature of ice; how carbon
dioxide molecules attach to Mentos
and what non-Newtonian fluid does.

Cycling Safety
Our Cycling Safety programme has
been a huge success. Our lovely
instructors, Tommo and Nicola, have
us learning through cycling games
and challenges.

Art Projects
We have two art
projects on the go at
the moment.
Our
mixed media selfportrait collages are
nearly all complete. It
has been so much fun
experimenting
with
different textures and
materials.

Landscapes
We have just started our soft pastel
landscapes. Here is a sneak peek of
a few.

Room 5
This Term Room 5 has welcomed Mr Brodie into class. As he is new to the
Southland region we were asked to write an information report about some of
Southland's finest activities to go and explore. Mr Brodie is excited to get out with his
family and experience some of these amazing opportunities over the coming
months.

Room 6
Written by Christabel, Lucy and Shanna-Beth

Sewing
At the very beginning we picked our fabric. Some of
us found it tricky as we are very indecisive. The first
learning curve for Room 6 was to learn how to
thread a sewing machine and wind a bobbin. It was
a bit of a challenge but after a while we got it with
perseverance and determination.
Before we could even start our pyjamas, we had to
get our sewing licence. We practised by sewing on
paper and we soon found out we weren’t as good as
we thought we were. After a lot of resilience, we
graduated and achieved our sewing licence.

We cleared the floor area, so we could set out our
material and start pinning the patterns onto the
fabric and cut out our pyjama pants. As you can see
it looked like a battlefield had struck Room 6.
We were busy on the machines trying not to rush,
otherwise people got friendly with the quick
unpicks.One of the hardest parts in making our
pyjamas was accurate pinning, otherwise our sewing
would go off track and we would meet the quick
unpick once again.

The road to success isn’t straight,
there is a curve called threading machines,
a loop called learning how to sew,
speed bumps called pins,
red lights called DANGER,
caution lights called cords.
You will have flat tyres called unpicking,
but if you have a spare called perseverance,
an engine called resilience,
a driver called Miss Gill,
you will make perfect pyjama pants!
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We can't forget our beautiful wheat bags, drawstring bags and our adorable Mother's Day hand warmers for
our amazing Mums!

Room 7
At the end of term 1 we were able to return to our refurbished classroom. We are loving all the
light from the new extended windows. We are so blessed to have such wonderful classrooms
at St John’s.

Maths
In Maths, we have been exploring how
we see and connect growing patterns
through a variety of representations.
We have made the patterns,
represented them in colours, written
them as expressions, made tables and
graphs. Some of us have accepted the
challenge of finding the “nth rule”,
which lets us find the total for any
case number in the pattern, even the
millionth. We would never have been
able to make the millionth pattern!!

Cooking
One very popular topic has been our cooking
technology lessons. We have made snacks
and desserts and even a vegetarian main
course, which most of us liked!!

Following
Instructions
Both the science and the cooking this
term involves following instructions,
so we have been learning to write a
detailed procedure. We started by
following instructions to make a pirate
hat.

We then proceeded to create
instructions to make a jam
sandwich. We could not
assume that the person
would understand the jam
needed to be taken out of the
jar before being spread! So
of course, we had to test run
our instructions. We really
enjoyed eating the
prototypes!! [Well, most of
us did!]. We did discover
ways we could make our
instructions clearer.

Chemistry in the Kitchen
For our inquiry this term, the girls have been
exploring chemistry in the kitchen.
We have learnt all about atoms, the states of
matter and have even explored the periodic
table.
We have completed hands-on experiments,
including making oobleck to explore the
properties of non-Newtonian fluids. We have
been focusing on making hypotheses, observing
experiments carefully and writing detailed
results.
Lots of learning and fun to be had!
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NEWS / NOTICES

Staff Only Day
Just a reminder that we
are having a Staff Only
Day on Friday 3 June so
there will be no school
for the girls on that day.

Important Notice
Street Light Replacement / Road Works
On Thursday 2nd June, or
potentially on any other
day the following week, the
street light poles are to be
replaced outside 345 Dee
Street which will impact
access to the Dee Street
school entrance.
Provisions have been put
in place to ensure vehicle
movements in and out of
the driveways are
maintained. However, it
may be best to avoid this
entrance. Traffic
management personnel
will be present to ensure
safety.
The bus stop location will
be moved forward 30m
from the current location.
The works are proposed to
be undertaken between
10.00 am and 4.00 pm
[approximately].
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