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Greetings from the
Principal
Dobry wieczór, Boa Tarde,

下午好

I hope you all had the opportunity to spend Labour weekend
relaxing with those who are important to you. This week in
assembly I spoke to the girls about having fun that doesn’t cost
money. I heard about beach swimming, fishing, park
adventures and lounge huts made from blankets and chairs.
Imagination is the best way for our tamariki to explore and
create, from within their own minds and personalities. When I
reflect upon my own childhood I remember those days when I
was ‘bored’. My mother’s standard response was to ‘go for a
bike ride’, which seldom solved the problem. It was when the
idea was dressed up that it became exciting! With a little more
buy-in from my parents, there would be a route mapped out, a
school bag filled with lunch and snacks and the old film
camera to snap landmarks on the journey. Oh, and my brother
tagged along too.
The world can be scary in the present day. It is important that
we let our girls take risks, and give them opportunities to prove
that they can be trusted. Adventures are fun, and they are free!
Fire Spinning Workshop
On Wednesday we are lucky enough to be hosting a team of
talented fire-spinning artists, courtesy of the Aotearoa
Community Wellbeing Trust. This event is funded and we are
very grateful. The classes will take part in a non-fire spinning
class during the day. We would love to see you all at the
community event held on the school grounds between 7pm
and 8pm where there will be real fire! Be sure to bring a chair
or picnic blanket!

Māori Consultation Evening
Last Thursday we held a consultation evening with our Māori
whanau about our school’s growth in cultural responsiveness,
and what our plans for the future are. We had lots of wonderful
feedback and the evening was a great way to put people
together. Thank you to those who attended, and for your
fantastic input.
Kiwiana Disco
Tino pai tō mahi, akomanga rima! Well done to Room 5 on an
incredible disco. Together the girls worked tirelessly, under the
direction of CEO Charlee O’Connor, to create a fantastic
evening for the school to enjoy. The disco is a huge event and it
wasn’t until Mr Brodie said ‘it wasn’t a disco, it was more like a
ball’, that I stood back and took it all in, after having my own
class plan it for the last ten years. The school contributes no
money to the disco. The Year 8 girls have to budget based on
their predicted sales. This includes working with external
providers. We are eternally grateful to John and Sue Fenton
from Plants Plus for their generosity and time for many, many
years.
University of Otago Studens
Nau mai, haere mai to our University of Otago students who
are carrying out their 2nd year practicum placements at St
John’s over the next three weeks.
Mikayla Ferguson
Chelsea O'Connell
Olivia Burns
Samantha Bowden

Room 1
Room 4
Room 6
Room 5

Stripes
At St John’s Girls’ School the Year 7 and 8 girls have the
opportunity to earn stripes throughout the year. These are
presented twice yearly after two terms of hard work and
perseverance. The girls proudly wear these on their uniforms,
and many also wear them on high school uniforms! The girls
have access to the full criteria in their classrooms. We are
excited to be introducing a cultural stripe next year to
recognise all that the girls do in the arts and the contributions
they make towards our Special Character.
Work Stripes
Green:
Awarded to girls who work to their full potential and who put
in maximum effort in all learning areas. Must have ‘consistent
application’ on report.
Red:
Awarded to girls who have been identified as having academic
ability in Maths and English, one year above expectations, and
who put in maximum effort in all learning areas. Must have
‘consistent application’ on report.

It is possible to earn a green stripe at the end of Term 2, and
then a red stripe at the end of Term 4.
Sports Stripes [adjusted for 2022 from four sports to three, to
reflect Covid cancellations]
White:
Awarded to girls who put in maximum effort in all areas of PE,
sport and dance, who display fairplay and who have
represented St John’s in at least three sports.
Gold:
Awarded to girls who show excellence in a number of sports
played for St John’s, and who put in maximum effort in all
areas of PE, sport and dance, (attend practice, do duty if
applicable etc) and display fair play.
Must have represented the school in at least three sports
Two of these must be at a higher level

Board Report

Calendar of Events
Many of you will have our upcoming events on your calendar,
as there are many! Please note down which of the events on
the school calendar relate to your daughter. The weeks are
disappearing quickly!

We welcome you to attend:
Fire-spinning community show
Arts Extravaganza
Dance sharing
Tabloids
Christmas Service
Prizegiving
House Team Bonding Day
We were disappointed when we had to cancel our exciting day
at Camp Taringatura, back in Term 1. We are excited to tell you
all that it is back on! We will be having our action-packed
waterpark and mudslide day on Tuesday 6 December. More
information will come home closer to the time.
Leadership Roles
Our Year 8 girls are very busy across the school leading,
organising and carrying out dedicated acts of service. These
girls play a pivotal role in ensuring that our school runs like
clockwork, and by creating recreational activities for the
younger girls. From librarians, house captains, rec shed
co-ordinators to kaiarahi, photographers and PALs, the girls’
contribution really is significant and relied upon.
This year all roles will be announced prior to the end of the
year, so that our current Year 7 girls go into next year knowing
what they are committed to, and with exciting plans in mind.
Ms Gill has explained the process to her class. Current Year 6
girls are encouraged to apply for the role of Kaiarahi also. We
look forward to receiving applications!
Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to new students Aliviah and Lilly
Giles who come to us from Australia . We are delighted to have
you and your family join the St John's Girls' school community.
If you are traveling this weekend, be safe and enjoy a sleep in if
you’re able.
Nga mihi nui
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal

Kia ora St John’s Girls’ School Community
Welcome back to Term 4 which is a shorter term filled with loads of work before the end of the school year. It has been nice to
see all the children in their Summer uniform and using their sun hats.
The School Board would like to thank you all for completing the School Board of Trustees Community Survey. We had in total
70 responses – 30 parents who have children in the junior school; 35 parents who have children in senior school and 5 parents
who have children in both parts of the school. We as the Board were delighted with how positive the survey results were, and
your comments are testament to the dedication of the staff. We have looked at all the comments and suggestions provided and
will action these as required through the next 3 years. We value your comments and suggestions as this gives us a broader
picture of how the children are doing at school and what we need to incorporate to provide better opportunities. We have also
shared your responses with the staff.
Ngā Mihi
Sandy Gilmete

Presiding Member - St John's Girls' School Board
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Coming Events
TERM 4
November
2nd
7th
10th
11th
16th
17th
18th
21st
23rd
December
1st
2nd

Fire Art Workshop
Christian Education Speeches [Yr 7/8]
Greats and Grands
High School New Entrant Morning
Familiarisation Morning
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Arts Extravaganza [6.30 pm]
PA Sausage Sizzle
Year 8 Photo Shoot
Dance Sharing [2.00 pm]

December continued
Tabloids
5th
House Bonding Day - Camp
6th
Taringatura
Bonus Points Awarded
9th
PA Sausage Sizzle
Reports Sent Home
Christmas Service
12th
[First Church - 6.30 pm]
Prizegiving
14th
[First Church - 1.30 pm]
Leavers Function
[School Hall - 3.15 pm]

Choir visit to IWMC
PA Christmas Social
Stripes Awarded

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Mahya Gilmete, Mackenzie Smithies

Room 5

Charlee O'Connor, Sienna Pirie

Room 2

Kyla-Rose Jarvis-Patterson, Lucy Jenkins

Room 6

Christabel Billcliff, Lilly Giles

Room 3

Evie Erskine, Maya Preininger

Room 7

Esmé McCleery, Amelia Reijnen

Room 4

Gracie Dennis, Nakaysha Fraser

Values
Cup

Harlow Sheehan

Principal's Award Harlow Sheehan [Room 5]

[Room 5]

FROM YOUR KAIARAHI
Sienna, Luca, Shanna-Beth, Amy, Ana, Lucy, Meg and Christabel

KIWIANA DISCO!
Last week St John’s had their annual disco. The
theme this year was Kiwiana. All the girls dressed
up and the costumes were amazing. The disco
included, a photo booth, a Kiwiana style dairy and
fun activities. A big thankyou to Plants Plus and
all of the people who helped make the disco look
amazing. Room 5 and Mr Brodie worked very
hard to make this year's disco a success. We hope
everyone enjoyed the disco and are looking
forward to next year's.

ROOM 1
Diwali

At the weekend it was Diwali.
We lit Divas and made some
Divas. My friends came over
and we played hide and seek.
[by Mahya]
Mahya's Mum also came to
school to talk about Diwali and
to share some lovely Diwali
treats. We shared a big book
about Diwali and learned all
about this special celebration.
Saal Mubarak means Happy
New Year.
Room 1 tried on special clothes
on our Cultural Day.

Room 1 and the whole school took part in the National
ShakeOut on Thursday at 9.30am. We all practised what
we need to do if there was an earthquake. Room 1 did
their DROP, COVER, HOLD so well that Mrs Jagoutz
couldn't see them!

Little Garden

We have been planting the Little Garden plants as the starting point
to have a Little Garden League in Room 1. We will be learning to look
after our plants, what our plants will need and why we grow
vegetables. We are learning to work together as a community and
take responsibility, haepapa.

ROOM 2
Term 4!

Well here we are in Term 4 already!
This is always an exciting fast paced
term with an event happening most
weeks. Wednesday was the Avairy
Talent show and we loved seeing all

the confident and talented girls who
entertained us.

This term we have shared our holiday stories via text
accompanied by a selfie. No text abbreviations here
though, and we drew the photo ourselves!

Science
We have had the first of our science
presentations. It is fascinating to see the
different experiments that the girls come
up with and the confidence they show
when presenting. They learn so much
through these experiences. Already this
week we have talked about liquids, solids,
gases, molecules, melting and dissolving
to name but a few.

Maths
In maths this week we are exploring fractions. We have been
enjoyed finding 1/2s and 1/4s of shapes and sets. Lots of
cutting, gluing, sorting, shading and playing games.

In other science news, we have been experimenting with
growing peas in plastic bags on cotton wool. We are monitoring
how long it takes for these to germinate and observing the
different stages of a seed's development.

Spring
Our spring display is
continuing to grow with
poems, daffodils, lambs and
blossoms. Enjoy the spring
weather and the last of the
blossoms on the trees.

ROOM 3

Gym
Festival

The Gym Festival was a huge success.
We were so proud of the mahi that all
the girls displayed on the day. It was a
fun filled morning of practised and
polished routines. Check out some of
the Room 3 girls in action.

Old School Days
So much fun was had learning about life in the olden days. The
girls loved dressing up and taking part in the singing, games
and learning opportunities. We thought Mrs Raines looked
fabulous and is way too kind to be a stern teacher!

Queen Elizabeth II
We were sad to learn about Queen Elizabeth II passing. We discussed
how she influenced and impacted our lives and the footprint she left
behind. We then decided to honour her by drawing her and writing
what we will remember about the Queen.

Spring is Here
Spring is such a fun season to explore. The change in our environment,
the new life on farms and the warmer days bring many opportunities to
create. Room 3 wrote these wonderful Spring diamante poems.
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