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Greetings from the
Principal
Malo, Konichiwa, Tena koutou

Again we have come to the end of another very busy term,
which has had so many reasons to celebrate. I cannot thank
you enough for your patience and understanding with the
Covid restrictions that we faced. While we will always need to
be careful, it is heart-warming to have our girls’ whanau onsite
before and after school. We are a community and you are all a
big part of it.
SMAC Maths
Congratulations to the Year 7 and 8 girls who competed in the
annual SMAC Maths competition on Wednesday night. The
girls enjoyed the experience and gained a lot from the journey.
A special thank you to Ms Gill for all of your lunchtime training
sessions.
Year 7 Team
Amaya Swale-Jones
Christabel Billcliff
Camryn Shepherd
Isabella Moore
Chloe Taylor [reserve]
Shanna-Beth Smith [reserve]
Year 8 Team
Ada O'Connor
Charlee O'Connor
Molly Stockman
Meg Scott
Holly Scarlett [reserve]
Luca Unahi [reserve]

Lit Quiz
Last Thursday we had a team of Year 7 and 8 girls fiercely
competing at the Kids’ Lit Quiz in Gore. All things literature
were on the table and the questions were tricky indeed. Our
team performed admirably. Thank you to Mrs Smith for
accompanying the girls - Sienna Pirie, Amy Fieten, Holly
Scarlett and Isabella Moore.
Arts Extravaganza
In Term 4 the Parents Association is holding a special Arts
Extravaganza which will feature wonderful performances from
our girls. In Week 1 of next term we will talk to the girls about
auditioning for this special night. We are looking for singers,
dancers, musicians, poetry etc. We will keep you updated with
more information!
Dangerous parking when dropping off and collecting girls
We have a number of parents who are continuing to park on
the yellow lines and across private driveways when collecting
their girls on Avenal Street after school. This is dangerous and
inconsiderate, and makes it difficult for the teacher on duty to
get the girls across the road safely, given there is no pedestrian
crossing. Even if it seems like a one off, if we have several
parents doing this every day we have a real safety concern. The
same applies at the very corner of Dee Street and Wellesley
Avenue. The police have made contact with us after having
reports of near misses.
Farewell
This week we farewelled Amber and Summer Behl whose
family have ventured North to Auckland. We wish them every
success in their next exciting chapter.

Dance Exams

Father / Daughter Netball

This week’s exams were such a display of high standards,
deportment and dedication. We were all very proud to watch
our girls enter the hall looking stunning. Thank you for the
effort you made at home. While the exams are a closed door
experience, we have heard from the girls that they were
enjoyable. There were lots of smiles and giggles as they
emerged at the end!

As I write this, I am thinking about the outcome of tomorrow's
netball match! First played in 1927 and still with the original
trophy, the competition is hotter than ever. It really is one of
our most enjoyable traditions. The girls will be a formidable
force tomorrow and I know they are very excited about
winning… well so they hope! Thank you to the special
significant men in the girls’ lives to step in when their dad’s are
not able to. May the best team win…. As long as it’s the girls!

Gymnastics Festival
Again, our girls have blown us all away with their talent, drive
and determination to succeed. Last Friday was such a
showcase of skills and values. Tino to mahi, nga kotiro!
Bonus Point Trophies and House Order
Ka pai to the following girls who have worked hard all term.
They have received the Term Three Bonus Point trophies:
Room 1:
Room 2:
Room 3:
Room 4:
Room 7:
Room 6:
Room 5:

Mahya Gilmete
Mackenzie Brown
Bailey Cooper
Gracie Dennis
Kiran Gilmete
Ana Packham
Meg Scott

House Order:
1st - Enderby, 2nd - Alabaster, 3rd - Lester, 4th - Marchant.

I hope you are all able to enjoy some quality time with your
girls over the upcoming fortnight. They are tired and a few
sleep-ins are in order. Let’s hope for more sunshine.
We will see you back shortly for Term 4!
Nga mihi nui
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal
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Coming Events
TERM 4
October
17th
20th
24th
25th-26th
27th
28th
31st
November
2nd
10th
16th
17th
23rd

Day 1 of Term 4
Disco
Maori Consultation Evening
Labour Day [Public Holiday]
Talent Show [lunch time]
NZ ShakeOut
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Zone Athletics
Zone Athletics Postponement Day

December
2nd
5th
6th
9th
12th
14th

Fire Art Workshop
Greats and Grands
Familiarisation Morning
BoP Meeting [5.30pm]
Arts Extravaganza [6.30 pm]
Dance Sharing [2.00 pm]

Stripes Awarded
Tabloids
House Bonding Day - Camp
Taringatura
Bonus Points Awarded
Reports Sent Home
Christmas Service
[First Church - 6.30 pm]
Prizegiving
[First Church - 1.30 pm]
Leavers Function
[School Hall - 3.15 pm]

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Millie Dobbie, Lorelai Stirling,
Heidi Lawson, Grace McLeod-Young

Room 5

Charlee O'Connor, Lucy Watt,
Molly Stockman, Ada O'Connor

Room 2

Lara Preininger, Ashlyn Shepherd,
Maggie Mulqueen, Hannah Sloan

Room 6

Chole Taylor, Stella Lal,
Nieve Peddie, Amaya Swale-Jones

Room 3

Agnes Russell, Eilidh Gordon,
Emily Bulling, Maya Preininger

Room 7

Meila Spain, Leah McEwan,
Matilda Moody, Kiran Gilmete

Room 4

Aida Chamberlain, Mia Padgett,
Paige Robertson, Martina Bosma

Values
Cup

Emelia King
Alyssa Hamilton

[Room 5]
[Room 4]

FROM YOUR KAIARAHI
Sienna, Luca, Shanna-Beth, Amy, Ana, Lucy, Meg and Christabel

SMAC MATHS
On Wednesday, 27th of September, St John’s
Girls’ school competed in the SMAC Maths
competition. We had two teams, one year 7 and
one year 8!

GYM FESTIVAL
On Friday 23rd of September we had our
annual gymnastics festival! Everybody was so
excited to score more points for their house,
especially the juniors. Year 7 had a very
important job to choose our stretches and Jump
Jam to get us warmed up! The teachers loved
joining in with the girls as Jump Jam is a very
energetic warm up! We loved to see
everybody’s skills on the equipment that they
have learnt over the past term!! We caught
some awesome pictures of girls showing their
routines!! The girls in room 3, year 4 were
excited to join in with the big girls as they are
finally old enough! It was an awesome Gym
Festival!

The year 7 team included Amaya, Camryn,
Christabel and Isabella Moore. The year 8 team
included Ada, Charlee, Meg and Molly Reserves
were: Chloe, Shanna-Beth, Holly and Luca.
We are so proud of them for competing and for
all their effort and commitment.

ROOM 4
INDOOR BOWLS
Room 4 have absolutely loved the opportunity to learn the sport of bowls. We have quite a few skilled
players already. With the four lessons we had, the progress was amazing.

INQUIRY
Our inquiry this term has been finding out how technology
has changed throughout history.
We have been learning about washing machines, bath tubs,
showers, toilets, clocks, irons, milk, ovens and TV’s.
Our presentations are close to finishing to share with
other classes.

EMMA & NEVAEH

KADI & WILLOW

GRA

CIE

ROOM 5
Disco Prep
Room 5 have been working hard since week 6 to make this
year's ‘Kiwiana’ themed disco the best it can be. We all have a
special part to play in organising it, and we are working in
committees focused on food, advertising, music, decorations
and tickets. We also have our own Disco CEO, Charlee, who
oversees everything and keeps us all on track. The
decorations group and Room 5 are going to be working with
Plants Plus to help us make sure the hall looks amazing on the
night! Tickets have been on sale this week and last chance
tickets will be available the first week back next term.
SOME OF OUR ORIGINAL PLANNING

TRACK CYCLING
For school sport the Year 8’s have been going to the
Velodrome at Stadium Southland for Track Cycling.
We have learnt a lot about the bikes and how they work.
The bikes are very different to any other bike because
there are no brakes and the tyres are narrow and inflated
to a high pressure to reduce rolling resistance. When you
ride a track bike it feels very light and when you turn the
handle bar it doesn’t move very much.
Everyone's confidence has grown lots from it because it
has pushed us out of our comfort zone. We even have
some people going to out of school classes now! Fergus
(our instructor) has taught us so much about track cycling
and we are very thankful for his help.

FATHER/DAUGHTER
NETBALL
The Year Eights are training for this year's game of
Father-Daughter Netball. This year the girls are more
competitive than ever and ready for a fun afternoon of
netball this Friday.
The girls will all be playing against their father or a male
figure in their life. We have our teams and positions all
sorted and we are now just getting ourselves amped up
for the game. We can’t wait to have a good time and
some friendly competition against the men!!

SEWING
In room 5 we have had lots of fun starting to create our teddy bear cushions. For a few days in week
8 and 9 we were fortunate enough to have Mrs Dawkins come in and share her expertise. Sewing the
cushions hasn’t been an easy ride.
First we had to pick out fabric and make sure that our bear looked great. Then we had to cut out the
vliesofix and iron it onto the fabric. Soon enough it was time to start the blanket stitching, this was
rather difficult.
Once we are finished blanket stitching we will start sewing on the borders and our beautiful cushions will
be complete.

ROOM 6
We have come to the end of another busy yet productive term. The girls have been creating beautiful
spring artwork, practising for their gymnastics festival and dance exams, and developing amazing cooking
skills in food technology. We are now all looking forward to a restful holiday in preparation for another
busy term ahead.

ART
The beautiful spring flowers have inspired our latest
artwork. The girls sketched their daffodils and applied
a pva glue outline to their picture. When this dried, they
applied chalk pastels to add the colour. A specific focus
on the blending technique allowed us to capture the
light and darker areas of the pictures. They all look
amazing and the girls are extremely proud of their final
products.

WRITING
Room 6 have been creating amazing pieces of writing this term. We have been working hard on our
narrative writing however our Dunedin Camp inspired a lot of outstanding diary entries and recounts. The
girls wrote their fabulous diary entries about a day in the life of an early settler travelling by boat to New
Zealand. They now have a greater understanding of the stressful and emotional journey this would have
been for their ancestors. We would like to share one of the many fabulous pieces of writing with you…

I am beginning to doubt my
chances of survival, even
though we are drawing
closer to land. My Papa’s the
captain now and of the 40
people who boarded at
Scotland’s shores there are
only 6 left. I have to help
with the sick and weak.

The drunkards are getting
drunker and one yelled at me
the other day. I no longer
share a bed with Cassy and I
didn’t get to say goodbye
when they threw her
overboard. I just want it all
to end. I feel so sick, but I’m
not allowed to complain. This
may be my last entry. I feel
the ocean is calling me.
Isabella Moore

DANCE
This week the girls have participated in their dance exams.
They have been practising extremely hard for this all term
with Miss Gina and were happy with how they all went.

FOOD TECHNOLOGY
The girls have been cooking up a storm in Food Technology this term. They have made savoury scones,
apple crumble and custard, tomato soup with cheese pastry twists, and sausage rolls. Their cooking skills
have improved considerably throughout the term. They have enjoyed both making and eating their
creations!

ROOM 7
WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING?
This term we have been working on our inquiry topic which is “Technology Over Time”. Our class has
focused on radios. We all had to practise how to make a bibliography before we started our research. We
are all researching different things about radio communication. When we had practised we got to choose
if we wanted to work by ourselves or have a buddy to present our work. Finally we will be making small
radios. [By Avé]
The book the class has been reading this term is “Counting in 7s”,
by Holly Goldberg Sloan. There is a girl that loves plants. Her name
is Willow Chance. Her parents are killed at the start of the story
and Willow is cared for temporarily by friends that later adopt
her. She get permission to plant some flowers in her apartment
complex. She started planting sunflower seeds, which made us
want to plant some sunflower seeds. So we made it a
competition. After two weeks of them being planted we got to
take them home. When it will be a proper flower we will measure
it and take a photo of it. But for now it is too small. Some of our
flowers already have leaves. Hopefully they will grow tall. Would
you like to win a sunflower competition? [By Meila & Sophie]
When Mrs Dawkins said we were going to do daffodils for art, the
whole class was VERY excited. First Mrs Dawkins taught us how to
draw daffodils on the white board. After that we drew our own
daffodils. It took us about four tries to draw our flowers, but we
got there in the end. After we had drawn our daffodils we started
pasteling. The most common colours were yellow, mustard, and
green. After we had pasteled our daffodils we went up to
Mrs Dawkins and asked if we could dye. When people went to dye
our background people were saying, “Noooo don’t die!” But of course
we didn’t! There were different colours to choose from. We had
purple, dark blue, light blue, green or yellow. We dyed our
backgrounds with sponges or brushes. That’s how we made our
daffodils!. [By Lucia]

MATHS
For the past week in Maths we have been exploring
“The Unit You”. Which is when you get your
partner, measure them and find what is 10x, 100x
and 1000x bigger than them, 1000x,100x and10x
smaller. For some of us it was a lot easier to find.
So how did we find the 1/100, and 1/1000? Some of
us found a tenth of their buddy and then we
found a tenth of that tenth. For the thousandths
we found a tenth of the hundredth. For the +100
and +1000 we found how tall they were and times
them by 100 or 1000. So for Kiran my buddy, 1000
times bigger was 1.5km and 100 times bigger 1.5m.
So we used the measuring tool “My Maps” to
measure these distances. We made posters to
show our findings. Here are some examples…
[By Amelia F and Liliana]

BADMINTON
In room 7 on Mondays we have been learning to play the
sport badminton. This takes a lot of fitness, eye
coordination and feet movement. We go to the badminton
club near the stadium. The first thing we do is run twice
around the four badminton courts to get our heart racing.
Then we practise our leg and feet movement to make sure
we can lunge when the shuttlecock comes our way. This is
because some of us think that the shuttlecock will just
come towards us without any trouble! One of our
favourite games is “King of the Court”. In this game you
go against one person and the first to 12 points moves up
the court, while the person who loses moves down the
court. We have been practising for 5 weeks and most of
us want to call ourselves professionals as we have
improved so much over the past half term. We’ve really
enjoyed playing badminton! [By Kiran, Libby, Sofia]

14 MAY 2021

NEWSLETTER

2022

NEWSLETTER

St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

St John's Girls' School

NEWS / NOTICES

Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

14 MAY 2021

NEWSLETTER

2022

NEWSLETTER

St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

St John's Girls' School
Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

NEWS / NOTICES

SUZUKI VIOLIN
TUITION AVAILABLE
A child orientated aural,
kinesthetic method of
musical development and
playing. Experienced
teacher. Some instruments
available to hire. For more
information plesae
contact:
ingridlindsay00@gmail.com

SUMMER UNIFORM IS TO BE WORN NEXT TERM - ALSO A GREAT
TIME TO GET A HAT TO PROTECT FROM THE WONDERFUL
SOUTHLAND SUN!
HTTPS://WWW.THEWAREHOUSE.CO.NZ/P/SCHOOLTEX-BUCKET-HAT/R1814172.HTML

