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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 

Polyfest 
The girls are amazing.  They have worked hard and have a polished performance.  I hope you are able to be at the  
ILT Stadium to see and enjoy it.  Ka pai girls, Mr Hughes and Mrs Kelly.  Thank you ILT Foundation and Parents’  
Association for the costumes. 
 
Seats 
Recently some Year 8 girls talked to me about not having enough spaces to sit and chat.  On looking into it, I agreed  
so a group of five Year 8 girls have been tasked with coming up with a proposal for some extra seating.  I will be  
interested to see what they come up with. 
 
Bits needed 
We would love cotton reels, plastic and metal lids, little bits of cardboard and anything else that the girls can use in  
their wood construction.  We have sorted out a supply of small pieces of wood that can be used, but if you have any,  
we would love that too (not plastic coated kitchen joinery as it’s too hard for the girls to get nails into.) 
We would also like a few small lengths of plastic spouting and plastic down pipe; 20cm to 2metres long would be  
ideal.  Any donations would be greatly appreciated.  They can be dropped outside the storage shed, by the hedge off  
Dee Street. 
 
Above and Beyond 
Congratulations to Kobi Harpur and Natalia Longman on achieving another Maths Badge.  Please see the photos  
later in this newsletter.  They have done a lot of work, all in their own time but guided by Mrs Hawke, also in her  
own time! 
 
Parents’ Association Calendar Art Fundraiser 
Mrs Jagoutz has been working with the Parents’ Association to get this organised.  The information will be out today.  
You can view samples of the products in the office.  The girl’s art work is beautiful.   
 
School Stream 
In response to last year’s BOT parental survey, we have signed up for School Stream.  It is early days but we will be  
using this for notifications. It will not replace what we are using already but will be in addition.  If you are already  
using School Stream, just search for the St John’s logo to sign up.  If you have never used it, download the School 
Stream app, find the St John’s Girls’ School logo and you will receive notifications directly to your phone.  Please  
bear with us while we learn how to use it. 
 
Thank You 
Mrs McEntyre and I are most impressed and appreciative of the care you are taking with referencing your payments  
and making sure they are going into the correct account.  This has saved us a huge amount of time so THANK YOU.  
Unless paying by direct debit all payments should be current as of last week. 
 
Have a relaxing weekend.  
 
 

Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)  
Brenda Mackay 
 
 



Term 2  

 

Sept 

3rd   BOP meeting 7pm 

5th   Disco  - moved to 12 September 

11th   Christian Education Speeches  1pm  

12th   Rm 4 Speech Exams 

  Disco 6pm  

19th   School Photos 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

24th   Dance Exams 

25th   Dance Exams 

27th   Last day Term 3 

 

October 

14th   First day Term 4  

 

November 

7th   Greats & Grands—Rms 1, 2, 3 

  BOT Meeting 5.30pm  

13th   Familiarisation Day 

14th   Speech Exams  - Room 3 

28th   BOT meeting 5.30pm  

 

December 

2nd   Tabloids  

3rd   Dance Sharing  2pm   hall  

5th   Christmas Service Practice 

6th   Christmas Service—1pm  First Church, Tay St 

11th   Prize Giving practice 

12th   Prize Giving 1.30pm—school hall 

   Year 8 Leavers Afternoon Tea 3pm—hall 

  Last Day  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Isla Ward, Rosie Laughton 
Room 2 Mia Padgett, Nakaysha Fraser, 
  Kadi Cantley, Mia Reilly  
Room 3  Morgan Lau, Leah McEwan,  
  Sapphira Moncur-Cook, Kiran Gilmete 
Room 4 Lily Morgan, Nicola Schol, Olivia Crosbie, 
  Shanna-Beth Smith 
Room 5 Ella Burdon, Jordan King, Ella Burdon, 
  Holly Driver 
Room 6 Kaitlyn Pirie, Lucy Griffin, 
  Amanda Henderson, Kacee McEwan  
Room 7 Ava Skeggs, Georgia Buchanan, 
  Jessica Huang, Grace Pope 
 
    
Values Cup:  
26 Aug  Olivia Crosbie 
30 Aug  Jessica Huang 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 
3.15 to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent 
basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected 
you will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a 
regular basis, payment is expected weekly. This is an 
excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so 
please use it. 

REPORTING ABSENCES   
Please phone or email the office  before 8.45am if you 
know your daughter will be absent.  Remember to say 
why she is away otherwise she is considered truant.  
Messages can be left on the answer phone. 
 
If you daughter is late to school please remind her to  
report to the office when she arrives. 
 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be 
signed out, and back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is 
going to leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, 
coach sport etc must also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  

SUMMER UNIFORM—Term 4 
As the girls wear their summer uniforms next term please 
check your daughter’s summer dress still fits.  You can 
phone Mrs Lang to make an appointment or email her with 
your daughters dress size and she will send one home for 
you to try.     Email - mlang@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
We also have white socks for sale but remember to add your 
daughters shoe size. 
 
Please do not leave it until the last week this term as this is a 
very busy time. Thank you.  



ROOM 2 - Years 2 & 3 - Mrs Kelly & Mrs Raines 

ROOM 1 - Year 1 - Mrs Jagoutz 

Room 1 have completed their pictures ready for calendar art. The 
girls have worked patiently and carefully to produce their lovely,  
colourful hot air balloons.  They are very proud of the results.  

Over the last few Monday afternoons we have been 
very lucky to host Megan, Lindsay and Katie from the  
Invercargill city library. They have brought tablets and 
robots for us to learn about. We have been  
programming with Lightbot and giving directions to 
our robots from the tablets. It has been lovely to see 
how excited the girls get when they can programme 
the robots to dance, sing and  
make animal noises! 

Our trip to New World and The Pantry has supported our inquiry into ‘Waste Not, Want Not’ 
and we are looking at how much rubbish we have in our lunch boxes each week.  
We are looking into ways to reduce, reuse and recycle, and how this could be applied to  
reducing the amount of wrapping we use each day. We are collecting data each week to  
see if we can reduce the amount of rubbish that needs to be thrown away. 

We have had a very busy time with our inquiry into waste and sustainable practices this term.  Our visit to The  
Pantry in South City was a big success. The girls loved exploring, buying loose products and seeing how taking their 
own container to a shop could help reduce waste and save money. We have been looking at the waste we  
generate in our lunch boxes. The picture below shows two buckets full of plastic that was gathered over three days. 
We have made a graph to show what rubbish we have generated from packaging in our lunch boxes.  We have set a 
goal towards reducing non reusable packaging in our lunch box by the end of the term. To help with this we are 
planning to make beeswax lunch wraps on Wednesday 11th of September starting at 9:10am.  Please contact us if you 
are able to help at any stage throughout the morning.  
 

          
We have been working hard writing our narratives and hope to be sending our published stories home to read in the 
next few weeks. We have finished our calendar artwork and they look great. Look out for copies of our artwork  
coming home for you to order in time for Christmas presents. We have been loving developing our coding skills on 
Monday afternoons with staff from the Invercargill City Library.  We are leaning to use a coding programme called 
Lightbot as well as Dash robots.  



ROOM 3 - Years 3 & 4 - Ms Wilcox-Clarke & Mrs Raines 

Our girls are humming and the classroom is abuzz with new learning. 
 
We have some beautiful new reading books that the girls are really enjoying in their group sessions.  We ask that they 
are looked after very carefully on the trip home to share with our families.  I have been signing girls logs books. Some 
girls have completed 100 nights of reading.  Congratulations. 
 
We have been using lots of materials to help us master our maths topics. We are coming to the end of fraction learning.  
We will assess the girls next week and catch-up with any identified gaps before moving onto our new topic.  Basic facts 
cards have backed up our fraction learning.  Then once these cards are mastered we are back to times tables. 
 
Today the girls were given information on their speech exam which is next term. Please ask to look at her red speech 
folder which she took home today.  Suggesting exciting and original talk topics is something I would like families to 
help us with please. 
 
We have a full jar of marbles and therefore voted on a class treat.  Next Friday we are bringing PJs to school and soft 
toys.  We will eat our lunch together and watch a movie.  Girls will spend the day in the PJs. Girls being dropped off 
and picked up outside school can come in their PJs. If travelling by bus girls come in their uniform and get changed into 
their PJs at school. 
 
We have started designing our recycled milk-top art project.  To agree on the best idea will be our next step.  Soon you 
will be receiving a sample of our cat calendar art to order from. 
 
Ask the girls about todays visitor, Liz Millar—’Dreamweaver’.  We also celebrated cultures at the Polyfest this  
afternoon.  Mr Hughes and Mrs Kelly have been working hard with the kapahaka group 

Kobi and Natalia have both worked very hard on their '3D 
Design' maths badge and this morning we saw the coolest 
creations in assembly. They have set themselves the goal of 
completing one more badge this year, which will earn them 
both a 'super' badge. Well done girls!    



SPORTS NEWS 

TERM 4 SPORTS 

MINIBALL 

INDOOR RIPPA RUGBY 

NETBALL 

Registrations are now open for Touch Rugby.  https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272 
Registrations open soon for the following Term 4 sports: 
Monday  -  Summer Football and Cricket (all grades) 
Tuesday  -  Squash Y3-6 
Wednesday  -  Squash Y7/8 
Thursday  -  Social Volleyball (Years 4-6) 
Friday  -  Spring Basketball League (Years 7/8) 

Pictured is the composite St John’s/Waihopai team who participated in the Indoor 
Rippa Rugby Series held during August. The team were coached by Gina Rutledge. 
Gina said “I had so much fun coaching this great bunch of girls. They were all keen 
to learn and soak up any information I gave to them.” 
Great stuff girls! 
 
From left: Tayla  (Waihopai), Sophia  (Waihopai),  
Matilda, Molly, Emelia and Olive. 
 

The miniball competition is set to start next Tuesday 3rd September. We have two teams competing, 
the St John’s Giants in the Year 3/4 Girls grade and the St John’s Warriors in the Year 5/6 Girls B  
grade.  
Basketball Southland have had an increase in numbers participating in the competition which is great,  
with some schools entering for the first time. 
Most grades will end up split into pools for round robin competition after grading, with the exception  
of the Year 3/4 girls who will go straight into round robin competition.  
There were only three ‘A Grade’ entries, for the Year 5/6 Girls, so A and B teams will be merged into one for the 
grading weeks. The format of this grade will be based on those results. 

The netball season has now come to an end for our four teams. I hope you all enjoyed the season and a huge thank 
you to our wonderful coaches Suz Middlemass, Shelley Clark,  Bernie Pope (who coached 2 teams), and  
Janine Griffin who also helped the A team. We had three teams compete in the semi-finals.  
Those results were: 
Grade 2: SGHS 7A 25 v St John’s Magic 16 
Grade 2: SGHS 8 Swifts 23 v St John’s Steel 20 
Grade 5: JHC 7/8 Scarlett 20 v St John’s Tactix 11 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272


REMINDER 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

WATERPOLO  

TOUCH RUGBY  

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either   

myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 

John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  

Thank you.   

My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

Last year we stopped holding our ‘Thank You’ assembly for coaches. In its place, we write a thank you card to our 
coaches and give a block of chocolate as a small token of our appreciation. Often the older girls will write the card 
out themselves and everyone in the team will sign it. 
We feel this is ‘best practice’ for our school and please ask that teams don’t ask for monetary donations to go  
towards a gift for the coaches. However, I’m sure a personal ‘thank you’ card or letter from the girls would be most 
appreciated. 

There has been a great response from our girls.  
So far we have: 
Year 1/2: 5 girls registered (a few more girls required) 
Year 3/4: 7 girls registered  
Year 5/6: 6 girls registered (a couple of extra girls needed) 
Year 7/8: 13 girls (full team – limited spaces available) 
For further information and to register your daughter, click here https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272 
**Registrations close on Wednesday 11

th
 September** 

Primary School Water Polo Year 2-3 and Year 4-6 competitions will commence again next Friday  
6th September (Week 7), followed by 13th September and 20th September. 
 
Term 4 dates: 18th October, 1st November, 8th November, 15th November, 22nd November. (5 weeks) 
– includes Junior High grades 
 
The 22nd November will be finals night for all grades. There will be no game on 25th October due to 
Labour Weekend. 
I will email out the draw as soon as it is received. 

Congratulations to Lily Morgan who has been selected for the Southland Gymnastics team. 
She will compete at the NZ National Championships in Auckland in October.  

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/98272


 

By Ave (with the help 
of my family). 

   Sylvia Broad 
Who: 
Sylvia Edith Broad AKA Aunty Sylvi 
What: 
My Great Granddad’s cousin. 

Born in Southland in the year 1911 as Sylvia 
Brown. She  grew up on a farm out by Fortrose  
but after during the great depression her  
family left the farm. 
Aunty Sylvi was responsible for getting my 
great grandparents together.  (Mum’s  
grandparents who I am named after, Iris.) 
 
Aunty Sylvi was a passionate piano teacher 
who taught many students including my great 
grandma.   

Aunty Sylvi and her husband John (Jack)  
had no children.  When she died in 2007 
she donated most of her money to  
St John’s Girls School and to the church. 

Some of my families memories  of  her and Jack are of 
them (my family) taking regular Sunday drives to their 
house each week.  
Aunty Sylvi  and Uncle Jack  would come into town 
every Friday for their shopping and call in to visit my 
Nana and her brothers. 
Each year her and Jack would drive to Timaru during 
the Christmas season in their old Holden car, which 
Jack kept in pristine condition. 

Aunty Slyvi is 100 years  
older than me. Mum  
remembers her as a short   
and dumpy lady.  
She is buried at the  
Saint Johns Cemetery.   


