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Te Kura Kōtiro ō Hato Hoani

Greetings from the
Principal
Talofa lava, Güten Abend, Ahiahi marie

I’m thrilled to report that we have officially entered the warmer half
of the year, albeit somewhat difficult to believe! I even discovered a
small daffodil poking its head up from within the remnants of the
Autumn leaves this week. This was just the sign I needed! It has been
encouraging to see warmer days as the girls are at their best when
they can run and play outdoors, using their imaginations. Encourage
your daughter to bring both her cardigan and coat to school every
day as we are having as many ‘outside days’ at interval and
lunchtime as possible. The fresh air is really important particularly for
so many of the girls and staff who have worn masks all morning. We
are grateful for this.
Parents' Association
We are incredibly fortunate to have, and always have had, a
dedicated group of parents who work tirelessly in our school to
fundraise money for extra equipment and opportunities for the girls
that we otherwise are not be able to provide. The Parents’
Association is often at school events connecting people, providing
cups of tea and cakes, and working hard to help our school in any
way possible.
This week at the group’s AGM, Louise Purdon stepped down from her
role as Chairperson; a position she has held for more than 6 years.
Fortunately she remains on the PA in a supporting role. Louise is a
passionate advocate and supporter of St John’s and we will be
eternally grateful for the many hundreds of hours that you have put
into leading a great team with a common goal; to provide the best for
our girls and their families. With sincerity from our school
community, Louise, we applaud you.
Thank you to Jo Stockman for taking on the role of treasurer for the
past 2 years.
Leading the charge going forward is Jen Gordon, who many of you
will know. Jen’s daughters Eilidh and Aoife are in Rooms 3 and 2,
respectively.

Newcomer Alana Dixon, whose daughter Lucy is in Room 1, is the
new secretary and Kelly Jennings, a long standing member and
mother to Year 6 daughter, Alysha, has taken up the role of
Treasurer. Sarah Jagoutz is the staff representative.

Looking Ahead to 2023
We are rapidly approaching the time of year where preparation for
the following year begins, in particular class rolls and enrolments. If
for some reason your situation is changing next year, please make
contact with me directly. We never like to see our girls leave us,
however we do appreciate that different opportunities arise.
Aerobics
A massive mahi pai [great work] to our many girls who competed at
the regional aerobics competitions last weekend. It was exciting to
hear that we have a huge contingent competing at the upcoming
national competition.
Active Participation and Following Through
This week I have been talking to the girls in assembly about the
importance of committing wholeheartedly to the extra opportunities
they raise their hands for. Right across the school we have girls who
have responsibilities, from sandpit monitors, aviary committee
members to kaiarahi and house captains. With these responsibilities
comes more than just a title. There is a commitment to a role and a
continued act of service.
We see extra opportunities arise often. The announcements are often
met with enthusiasm and chatter. The area we need to focus on with
the girls is following through and getting stuck in to achieve such
opportunities. I used the Interschools' Speech Competition and the
40 Hour Famine as examples in assembly.
We’ve used the keywords of ‘doers’ and ‘gonnas’. The people who
follow through, take part, learn and achieve from new opportunities
are the winners who have really gained. This takes time, effort,
sometimes frustration and a few tears. These people are ‘doers’.

‘Gonnas’ make a big noise, get excited for a period of time and then
fizzle out. Their achievement is zero, and in some instances their
integrity is questioned.

School Events Calendar

Help us to drive a school of revved up ‘doers’ who beam with pride.

Enjoy your weekend ahead. I plan on tidying up the garden and
watching far too many hours of the Commonwealth Games.
Whatever it is that you choose to do, enjoy it!

Hair and Uniform

For 105 years St John’s has had a strong reputation for impeccable
presentation. This is something we need to continually work on to
keep the standards high. Please regularly check your daughter’s
uniform to ensure it is looking sharp. Pinafores and kilts need to be
below knee level and the tops of kneehigh stockings should not be
visible.

There have been some changes to our school calendar so please
check your diaries to make sure you have the correct dates noted.

God bless.

Nga mihi
Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal

I reminded the girls to keep their hair tied back neatly, with no hair
hanging on the face. Any bobbed haircuts should sit well above the
shirt collar please.
Earrings may only be small plain gold or silver round studs, or the
navy blue stone in the same shape and size. Ordinary hair ties may be
navy blue or brown, and scrunchies, bows or ribbons in navy blue
only.

Board Election Results
St John’s Girls’ School Board Elections
Parent Election Results Declaration [no voting election required]
At the close of nominations, as the number of valid nominations was
equal to the number of vacancies required to be filled, I hereby declare
the following duly elected:
Mark Billcliff
Kate Brady
Sandy Gilmete
Tony Miles
Anna Reilly
Nic Roberts
Returning Officer
St John’s Girls’ School
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Coming Events

TERM 3
August
2nd
3rd
9th
10th
11th
12th
16th
17th
17th - 19th
18th
23rd
24th
25th
26th
30th

Parents' Association Meeting [7.00 pm]
BoT Nominations Close [12.00 noon]
Speech Exams [Yr 8]
Speech Exams [Yr 7]
First Aid [Yr 8]
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/5/6/7]
First Aid [Yr 7]
Mufti Day
Speech Exams [Yr 6]
Speech Exams [Yr 5]
Room 6 Dunedin Camp
First Aid [Yrs 1/2/3/4/8]
Speech Exams [Yr 4]
Polyfest [12.20 pm]
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Cultural Day
Speech Exams [Yr 3]

September
7th
15th
21st
23rd
27th - 29th
29th
30th

BoT Election Day
Disco
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Gym Festival
Dance Exams
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Bonus Points Awarded
Last Day of Term 3

TERM 4
October
17th
19th
24th
27th
28th

Day 1 of Term 4
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Labour Day [Public Holiday]
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]
Zone Athletics

Awards
Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1

Millie Dobbie, Heidi Lawson, Sophia Risk,
Ava Davies

Room 5

Ella Harvey, Amy Fieten

Room 2

Scarlett Anderson, Kyla Howden,
Eloise Smith, Laura van Westrenen

Room 6

Christabel Billcliff, Kiahli Brown

Room 3

Morrigan Parsons, Peyton Cornish,
Greer Valli, Bailey Cooper

Room 7

Liliana Clinckett, Greer Macpherson,
Nicole Carnie

Room 4

Isla Patterson, Nakaysha Fraser,
Emma Visser, Nevaeh Roughan

Values
Cup

Aida Chamberlain
Ava Amar

Principal's
Chloe Taylor
Award

[Room 4]
[Room 3]
[Room 6]
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Mrs Dennis is our new Sports Coordinator
at school. Mrs Dennis started working at
St John’s at the start of the term.
Here are a few fun things to know about
her!
Mrs Dennis’s favourite sport is
tennis.
She was a farmer for 23 years and
she chose to work here at school
because she wanted a change.
Her favourite place that she has
travelled to is Rome.
She has 2 dogs and lots of sheep.
Her favourite food is all types of
sandwiches.
Mrs Dennis also worked as a House
Mistress in Gilmour House, our
former boarding hostel, for multiple
years.
Welcome to St John's Girls’ School,
Mrs Dennis. We look forward to getting to
know you more and we all appreciate the
organising that you do here at school.
Sienna, Luca, Shanna-Beth, Amy,
Ana, Lucy, Meg and Christabel

Meet
Mrs Dennis

Room 4
Writing
We have been learning to plan our writing
visually. We created the setting by drawing
a forest and adding some features in our
forest. We invented our characters and gave
them personalities. We added objects that
may feature in our story.
We explained why our characters were in
the forest, and came up with 3 potential
problems that may occur throughout our
stories.
With our ideas sorted, we then began to
plan our individual narrative stories on a
structured plan.

The Dentist
I walk into the creepy dentist with the clock ticking
in the distance. I’m full of terror I say to myself in my
head. The reception lady gave me a fright when she
softly said “your dentist is ready’’.
I jump off the uncomfortable couch with a squeak.
Now everybody is staring at me.
When I walk into the dentist room the floor
begins to creek. When the dentist turns around on her
chair my eyes are even more full of terror.
The dentist says ‘come sit down on this chair’’.
My brain is filling up with too much thinking.
The chair is beginning to move.
The dentist mysteriously stares down at me ,
I try not to look but it's hard because you never know what she is going to do to you.
She is covered up in all of these types clothes,
looking like the baker down the road but in the
inside it's the complete opposite.
She is starting to tug at my tooth. The tug gets stronger, every time it gets stronger and stronger.
Pop! It flies out and hits her
right in the eye.
It's my time to escape. Little did I know nothing can
stop her. “Not too fast ‘’ the dentist snapped at me.
She rips out the other teeth. It's time to go, she quickly said.
I rush out the door thinking I’m never going there
ever again.

by Drew Peddie

Matariki Landscape Scratch Art
The girls made their own scratch art boards by rubbing multiple colours of oil pastel over the entire
piece of paper. They then applied a thick layer of black acrylic paint over the pastel. Once the paint
was dry, they could begin scratching their landscapes and the nine stars of matariki with a bamboo
skewer.
It was exciting to see all the surprise colours coming through during this process.

Room 5
Deep Cove Camp
In week one of this term, the girls in Room 5
had the most amazing experience in the
depths of Doubtful Sound at Deep Cove. The
weather played its part with the sun shining
bright and a couple of overcast days [the
rain saved itself for our return], meaning we
were able to get out and experience
everything that camp could offer.

Fishing
One of our many memories of camp was
fishing! On Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday we went fishing either down at the
wharf or on the Stabicraft. Fishing like pros,
we caught a grand total of 19 sharks,
meanwhile our fish count was a lot higher
catching a stunning 98 fish [only 2 were
keepers for eating - the rest had to go
back!]. We can’t forget Stacy’s one metre
long shark!! Overall we had a great time
catching many slimy fish.

Tramping
Another of our highlights was tramping.
We did four walks, some being very long and
one being just thirty minutes.
We had to have suitable and warm gear so if
it got cold, we were prepared. The walks
were Brassel Point, Helena Falls, Old
Doubtful and Hanging Valley. The longest
walk was FOUR HOURS LONG!!!!! But saying
that, even though some walks were hard we
still persevered and the view at the top was
definitely worth all of our hard work.

Cruise
On Wednesday we went on a 3 hour
luxurious cruise. There was so much to see.
There were bushy mountains and if you have
never seen a waterfall well you will in Deep
Cove! There was a lovely commentary along
the way that tells you the historic facts. As
we ventured closer to the Tasman Sea we
saw cute fur seals. The majority of us had
never seen a seal before. We also had a
little Q&A about things we had learnt at
Deep Cove. We all got amazing photos and
wish we could do it again!

Camp Life
Deep Cove is a very isolated place with no
internet connection at the hostel. One of our
favourite memories is the swimming hole,
apparently it was freezing! The bunk rooms
were pretty good and the showers were
great. There was plenty of space in the
hostel to play fun games with our friends as
well.
It was a truly majestic week. We would
like to say
thanks
to our 5 amazing
parents: Vicki, Lucy, Calvin, Glenn and
Luke for their assistance across the
week, to Mrs Bradshaw for coming along as
second teacher and showing Mr Brodie
where everything was, and to the school
board for supporting us on this amazing
adventure!
We had the best time!

Nightline
We went on a nightline walk and screamed to our hearts' content as it was pitch black and there
were lots of obstacles in the way [such as tree branches and rocks]. All we had to keep us on the
right path was a small blue rope in our hand. Many of us were scared out of our minds at the start
but afterwards we felt we had overcome that fear. Overall the nightline was super fun and we
would definitely do it again. 10 star recommendation!!!
Charlee, Ada , Luca and Olivia.S

Room 6
Monday Afternoon
Sport - Track Cycling
Room 6 are enjoying the Track Cycling on
Monday afternoons at the Velodrome. The
girls are challenging themselves and
working hard to overcome their fears. Some
of the girls are particularly proud of their
progress so far.
The majority of the class were very nervous
about taking part in this sport and had to
step outside of their comfort zone. We are
looking
forward
to
building
greater
confidence on the track and taking part in
our next sporting option – wheelchair
basketball.

SMAC Maths
Year 7 competed in the Smac Maths
problem solving activity this week. The girls
are trialing for a place in a team of 4 to
compete against other schools within
Southland. This will take place on the 28th
of September and is a lot of fun. Teams will
be announced next week and then practices
will begin.

Art
In Art, Room 6 made their own scratch boards by covering paper with oil pastel and painting
black acrylic over the top. They then scratched the Matariki stars in a landscape. This was a fun
activity and their completed scratch boards look fabulous!

Room 7
Maths and Measurement
At the end of last term and the start of this
term
Room
7
has
been
exploring
measurement. We started by trying to
discover if we are squares or rectangles. We
used a variety of ways to measure our
heights and our arm span. Some groups
used the measurement tool on their iPads,
others metre rulers or tape measures, while
others used non-standard units such as a
glue stick. We felt that the tape measure
and
ruler
gave
the
most
accurate
measurement. How tall you were didn’t
appear to affect whether you were a
portrait, landscape rectangle or a square!
We then measured what fraction of the
Southland Express was news, adverts,
sport, images, weatherand puzzles. This is
what we learnt. Don’t read the Express if
you want to find out the news!
Following on from length we worked on perimeter and area. We used lolly sticks to represent fences
and discovered that the same perimeter in different rectangles could give completely different
areas. Most of us would choose the biggest area, but Sophie sometimes preferred the second
biggest as she likes rectangular rather than square paddocks!

Measurement Continued
We then turned our attention to mass. We made 1kg, 500g and 250g benchmarks and used these to
estimate the mass of objects around the room.

Most recently we undertook an experiment to measure the temperature of ice as we heated it. We
had a few surprises. According to our thermometers our water boiled at around 85oC. Can this be
right?

Sport
Monday afternoons this term have found us heading down to Southland Indoor Bowls, where David
Ross and his wonderful helpers are teaching us to play indoor bowls. After only 2 weeks we can see
an improvement in our skills.
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St John's Girls' School Parents' Association

NEWS / NOTICES

As usual there was a lot of great discussion and planning at the meeting and
hopefully now in Terms 3 and 4 we can get back to supporting the school with
social and fundraising activities.
If you haven’t done so already please have a look at the wonderful artwork which
the girls have created for the Calendar Art fundraiser. There is a great selection of
items to order and they are all of a very high quality, and make great gifts for family
and friends. This year it is all available online to order which makes it even easier.
The link is http://www.kidsartworks.com/
All monies raised from this fundraiser will go towards the fantastic new slide which
has been built just in front of the office. The grand opening of the slide will be in the
next couple of weeks, and I know the girls are very excited about having a go on it. I
also know some parents are looking to try it out!
We also had our AGM and we are extremely fortunate to have some fantastic
parents who have stepped up and are filling the following roles:
Chairperson - Jen Gordon
Secretary – Alana Dixon
Treasurer – Kelly Jennings
We are a very fortunate Parents’ Association with the wonderful school community
that we have and our three new officers and the committee are really looking
forward to working with you all and enjoying your continued support.
The SJGS Parents’ Association

Calendar Art
Fundraiser

Your daughter’s art work is now ready to order online as a
calendar, cards, diaries, mouse mats or sketch pad. Please go to
www.kidsartworks.com and enter your daughter’s unique entrance
code to view, then place your order. The code is on the notice that
was sent home last week. Orders will be open until Tuesday 16th
August. This is a Parent’s Association fund raiser. Thank you for
your support.
www.kidsartwork.com

