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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 

 
Another busy term is coming to a close!  I think everyone at St John’s, students and staff alike, are ready for a holiday!  
    
Welcome/Farewell 
Welcome to Courtney Mackie and her family.  Courtney has joined the girls in Room 1. We look forward to Greer Valli 
joining Room 1 after the holidays. We bid farewell to Saige Geary and her family.  Saige is transferring to Windsor 
North School.  We wish Saige all the best. 
 
Enrolments 
I have started doing the enrolments for 2020. If you have a younger daughter who is not on the waiting list, please fill in 
an Application for Admission asap to ensure she is allocated a space.   
If your daughter will not be here, or may not be here, in 2020, please let me know asap so that I may allocate the space to 
someone else.  We never like to see ‘our’ girls leave but realise that things change and we will support your decision.  
This is particularly important if your daughter is a current Year 6 girl as we have many enrolments at the Year 7 level 
which I cannot accept until I know what spaces are available.  
It looks as though the school will be fairly full again next year, except in Year 6 where there may be space. 
 
Uniform 
We are proud of our uniform and how the girls wear it.  For this reason, we are particular.  As we have all but sold out of 
the wonderful junior navy coat, we have moved to a PLAIN BLACK jacket for the juniors to bring them in line with the 
senior girls.  Please note, this is a plain, black jacket.   No colour at all.  This includes zips and hoods.  Thank you for 
your co-operation around this.  We want our girls to look smart so do not allow for any deviation from the uniform code.   
 
Accounts/Financial Matters 
Please have all accounts up to date.  Unless paying by automatic payment all accounts should have been paid by the  
middle of the term. 
 
BDO – please do not contact BDO for  any financial matters as we get charged.  Contact Mrs McEntyre in the 
school office. 
 
Technology 
The rapid nature of the changes in technology create many issues in schools.  Cyber bullying is rampant in many schools 
and does a lot of damage to relationships.  We don’t have many problems in this area due to the intimate nature of the 
school but it is still a good idea to check what your daughter is posting and what she is receiving.   
We are having problems with smart watches.  These fall into the same category as cell phones.  The girls are not allowed 
their cell phone in the classroom so please do not send your daughter to school with a smart watch.  We find the girls 
fiddle with them and are quite distracted.  If your daughter does have one, it remains in her bag, for her to check at  
interval and lunchtime, the same as for cell phones. 
 
I wish all girls and those of you who are able to take a few days’ holiday, a relaxing break.  Thank you for your  
support over the last term.  It has been a wonderful term. 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
Brenda Mackay 



MUFTI DAY  
 
A few weeks ago we had a mufti day to fundraise for the Southland Children’s  
Ward at Southland Hospital. We had a wonderful day of dressing up with fake  
injuries, blood etc. Thank you for all your support, with the total of $304.00 
going to the children’s ward. It was a great experience to give the Children’s  
Ward this amazing amount of money to go towards buying new games for the  
ward.   
Congratulations everyone on another great community effort. The Children’s  
Ward are very grateful and look forward to playing with the new games.   
 
Thank you everyone for your outstanding efforts.  
 
By Sam Schol  

CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Bonus Trophies were presented last week.  
 
Bonus Points Trophies Term 2  
Congratulations to the recipients of these special trophies. They will have their photos put on the Bonus Point Trophy 
Award board in the office. 

Room 1  Meila Greiving Room 2 Sophia Warbrick-Smith 
Room 3 Amelia Frew Room 4 Molly Stockman 
Room 7 Shakayla Brown Room 6 Amanda Henderson    
Room 5 Eva Sexton 
House Order – Lester, Marchant, Alabaster, Enderby 

 
Stripes                  
We also had great pleasure in presenting the mid-year stripes last week.  Congratulations to the following girls: 
 
Work Stripes were presented last Fr iday. 
Green Work Stripe:  
Amy Brand, Jaylah Harvey-De Clifford, Abigail Hunter, Kacee McEwan, Hannah Middlemass, Kaitlyn Pirie,  
Lindsay Black, Madison Butler, Jordan King, Natalia Longman, Katie Pope, Samantha Schol, Eva Sexton,  
Ivy Turner, Lilyana Ultee 
 
Red Work Stripe:   
Millie Cottam, Greer Dawson, Amanda Henderson, Rosa Smith, Samara Beck, Asha Dickson, Kobi Harpur,  
Sara Reynolds  
 
Sports Stripes  
White Sports Stripe: Amy Brand, Laura McDowall, Hannah Middlemass, Anna Williams, Asha Dickson,  
Elise Hampton 
 
Gold Sports Stripe:  Anita White 
 
I wish all girls and those of you who are able to take a few days’ holiday, a relaxing break.  Thank you for your  
support over the last term.  It has been a wonderful term. 
 

OUT OF SCHOOL MUSIC 
Music Awareness:  Now taking enrolments for Term 3.  This class is for students 5-6 years old and is a great  
introduction to music. Classes run from 27th July—21st September at Southland Girls’ High School, Saturday 
9.30am—10.25am, $25. 
Leave message on Deborah’s answerphone (2165137) or email admin@osmc.co.nz or Facebook Out of School Music.  

DRAMA HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 15-19 July 
Gillies Creative drama holiday programme is back for students aged 8 to 13.  For one week students have the chance to 
be immersed in all things theatre including playwriting, performance skills, improvisation, props, music, costumes and 
more as you explore what makes theatre great, and what makes great theatre. 
The programme runs from 10am—3pm daily and costs $150 for the week.  Enrol now by visiting 
www.gilliescreative.com/holiday-programme or connect on Facebook.  
 



Term 2  

July 

22nd   First Day Term 3  

30th   Parents’ Association meeting 7pm  

 

August 

6th   Mufti Day 

7th   Yr 7 speech exam 

15th   Disco 

22nd  BOT meeting 5.30pm  

23rd  Father/daughter netball 2pm  

30th   Dreamweaver 

  Polyfest 2.10pm 

Sept 

3rd   BOP meeting 7pm 

11th   Christian Education Speeches 

12th   Rm 4 Speech Exams 

19th   School Photos 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm 

24th   Dance Exams 

25th   Dance Exams 

27th   Last day Term 3 

 

October 

14th   First day Term 4  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Maya Preininger, Courtney Mackie, 
  Saige Geary, Peyton Cornish  
Room 2 Aaliyah Jack, Sofia Peters, 
  Kadi Cantley, Mia Reilly    
Room 3  Esmé Middlebrook, Kiahli Brown 
  Amelia Frew, Sophie Purdon 
Room 4 Olive Rutledge, Niamh Doherty, 
  Molly Stockman, Alicia Purdon  
Room 5 Sacha McKenzie, Kiri Paitai,  
  Samantha Schol, Kobi Harpur 
Room 6 Tayla Dawson, Meila Winsloe-Viel 
  Kaitlyn Pirie, Holly Keary 
Room 7 Samara Beck, Madison Butler 
 
Values Cup 
24th June Natalia Longman  Rm 5 
5th July  Olivia Sorenson   Rm 4 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Everyone coming into the school must sign in at the  
office please. 
If you’re dropping something off for your daughter 
please do not take it to the classroom or cloakbay.  
Leave it at the office for your daughter to collect. 
If your daughter is leaving the school for an appointment 
she must report out and back in at the office also.    
 
This is a health and safety matter as we must know 
where your daughter is at all times, and who is on the 
school grounds.     

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis payment is expected weekly. This is an  
excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so 
please use it. 

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The newly elected Board of Trustees (BOT) met on 24th June with our four re-elected trustees along with four newly 
elected trustees.  Once again, we are lucky to have an enthusiastic BOT who have a wide range of skills and expertise that 
will be beneficial in guiding and setting the strategy goals of the school now and into the future.   

The BOT comprises: Brenda Mackay, Mark Billcliff, Ange Pope, John Schol, Sandy Gilmete, Anna Reilly, Phil Muir 
(BOP rep) and Nathan Hughes (Staff rep). 

The role of the BOT can be broken down into four key areas: 
1. Looking forward – designing the future and school’s direction. 

2. Looking backwards – being accountable for the school’s performance. 

3. Looking out – acting on behalf of the board’s stakeholders. 
4.   Looking in – being a good employer and providing appropriate teaching resources. 
 
As part of our role as trustees we value consultation and an important way to collect feedback and information is via our 
annual Board Survey.  As parents ourselves, we understand how important your children’s education and happiness at 
school is.  The feedback last year was very beneficial, and it helped set strategic plans and understand what we are doing 
well and were we need to improve.  The survey will be sent out via email (monkey survey) on 29th July.   We appreciate 
if you could take the time to complete the survey.    

The BOT value your feedback to improve the girls’ learning.     

I look forward to working with our fantastic staff, leaders, trustees, parents and community in the chair role. 

Mark Billcliff 
Chair 



ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

Wow - what amazing talent our girls show under Miss Smillie’s  guidance!!! 



ROOM 6 - Year 7– Ms Hawke 

ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes  

It is a real privilege to be asked to relieve in Mr Hughes Year 8 class for two weeks.  What a great group of girls! 
In writing we have looked at different forms of figurative language and been inspired by Joe Bennett’s wonderful  
descriptive writing.  We can identify the use of imagery, metaphors, similes and personification.  We are learning to 
apply these features to our winter description. 
In maths we are working in groups on problem solving challenges.  I am impressed with the range of successful  
strategies being used. 
In cooking the girls made a delicious vegetable bake.  This recipe required a roux sauce and all groups nailed it, and 
without lumps!!! 
It has been such a busy term with many challenges and great achievements.  Who will ever forget the fantastic  
production, Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits!   
Wishing you all a well deserved and happy holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winters are the cold, depressing three months of the year. 
It is chilly and unfriendly.  No one dares to linger, outside it’s like Antarctica. 
The word Winter isn’t big enough to describe it all.  It’s a sharp as a knife and as thin as 
paper.  You can’t go anywhere secretly, you will always have a trail of footprints until 
Jack Frost comes once again to cover them up.  
You can hear the snow falling delicately on the roof as if they’re dancing a ballet. 
The snow is as light as a feather, covering the ground like a thick white carpet. 
I can hear the fire roaring like a lion, it gives me the shivers right up my spine.  I can hear the mice and rats scurring 
across the wooden ceiling seeking warmth.  Hail cracks the windows like shotguns in the distance.  Winter reminds 
me of the contrasts and how much we appreciate our warm home. 
By Sara Reynolds  

Room 6 have worked extremely hard this term and are now celebrating their successes in fabric technology, statistics 
and production.  A lot of effort was placed into these areas and their hard work has now been rewarded with an  
outstanding production performance and stunning results in their statistical investigations.  It was wonderful to see the 
girls persevere through the challenges and step out of their comfort zones.  They should all feel very proud of their 
achievements in these areas. 
Room 6 are very excited about the pyjama pants they have created in fabric technology.   Some girls have also  
managed to complete a drawstring bag to store their pyjamas and a wheat bag.  We have learnt all about the sewing  
machine and are now able to independently thread the machines.  They have completed a number of tasks to obtain their 
sewing machine drivers licence and have really enjoyed applying these sewing skills and knowledge into the creation of 
their pyjama pants.  It is wonderful to hear the girl’s enthusiasm about using these skills to create further garments at 
home. 

 
 
Our drug and alcohol health education has also been a great focus in class this 
term.  The girls have been developing an awareness of drugs and alcohol and  
hopefully will be able to make informed decisions about this area in their future.  
We have thoroughly enjoyed our visits to the Life Education Bus this week as this 
has helped to reinforce our learning about drugs and alcohol. 
 
We hope you all have a lovely holiday break where you can rest and recover from 
a very busy, yet rewarding term. 
 



ROOM 7 - Year 6– Mrs Taylor  

Technology  
In food technology we were learning about cooking. The skills we used included folding, microwaving, grilling,  
whisking, blending and roasting. We’ve made cheese straws, stewed apples with custard, chocolate pudding, banana 
muffins, macaroni cheese and potato wedges. They were yummy!!!!!    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
In maths we are learning about 3D shapes and what their names are. First 
we explored how many faces, edges and vertices each shape had. Then we 
had a problem showing a cuboid, built from small coloured cubes, at all 
different angles (perspectives) and we had to build the shape using plastic 
cubes with the exact same colour in the right place. We needed to check it 
to make sure it is right. We then made our own cuboid and coloured in the 
drawing on a new sheet and gave it to  
another group to build.  Some of us forgot to make sure every face was 
shown somewhere on our sheet. This meant the others couldn’t build our 
shape completely. It was much harder than it looked to start with. 
 
Class Story 
This term Mrs Taylor has been reading a book called “One Half From The East” by Nadia Hashimi. It is set in  
Afghanistan and is about a girl whose family made her pretend to be a boy. It is so unfair that boys and girls are  
treated so differently in that country. We realise how fortunate we are. 
 
Puberty   
We have been to see Harold (he is a giraffe) and Teressa in the Life Education bus this week. We talked about puberty 
and how this makes changes to our bodies, like getting more emotional feelings and the physical side to it, like  
developing breasts and starting periods. We mostly talked about being different, unique and special.  
 
End of Term Reflections   
As it is the last week of term we have been looking back over everything we have done this term.  First we self-assessed 
our development of the key competency of “Participating and Contributing”. We realised we have participated in lots of 
situations, such as team sports, maths problem solving groups, cooking groups, and of course the wonderful Ali Baba 
production. Then we went back and looked at the goals we set for this term. Some we have achieved, others we are not 
there yet, while some have been abandoned as a lost cause. (Perhaps they weren’t such great goals after all!) Then we 
updated our vision boards, which we put on the lock screen of our iPads. Mrs Taylor hopes we will notice them every 
time we open our iPads!  Finally we have used a new app called Flipgrid and made short videos sharing how we feel the 
term went for us. 
 
We are all looking forward to the holidays and a well earned rest then we can return ready for the challenges of next 
term. 
 
By Bailey, Sarah, Lucy, Meah and Mrs Taylor 



SPORTS NEWS 

CYCLING 

MINIBALL 

SOUTHLAND JUNIOR FUTSAL (Indoor football) 

WESTPAC SOUTHLAND PRIMARY SCHOOLS’ CROSS COUNTRY 

  Good luck to Lucy G. who will be competing at the South Island School Road  
 Championship to be held in Christchurch during the July school holidays.  We wish you well. 

We have entered a Year 3/4 team in next term’s Monday afternoon competition. Many thanks to  
Mrs Nic Macpherson who will be managing the team each week. 
 
  

Congratulations to the following girls who competed on Friday 21st June, at Waimumu. Congratulations to Anita 
White who was placed 6th in the 12-year-old girls section. Well done! 
 
Special thanks to the parents who transported girls out to the event and for supporting and encouraging them. 
 
Results: 
13 Year Olds:   Amanda Henderson 25th, Lindsay Black 28th, Samantha Schol 30th and Bellah Van den Beld-Kerr 31st  
12 Year Olds:   Anita White 6th, Elise Hampton 23rd, Natalia Longman 33rd  
11 Year Olds:   Grace Pope 16th, Sofia Campbell-Wall 17th, Ella Pope 46th  

                                                                                                                             

Registrations are now open for Years 3 – 6. The competition is held on Tuesday afternoons.  
Click below for further information and to register: 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/97795 

 
Registrations close: Wednesday 31st July (Week 1 of Term 3). 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/97795


REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please  
remember to inform either myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can 
acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St John’s Girls’ School sports 
team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.   
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
 

futureFERNS NETALL 

TABLE TENNIS 

HOCKEY 

The Primary School ‘Hunting and Fishing’ themed day will be on Wednesday 31st July (Week 2 of 
Term 3). 

The Year 5/6 netball season is now finished. I would like to thank Mrs Trudy Brown and  
Ms Amy O’Meara for coaching the girls, taking weekly practices and for encouraging each 
week.  
 
Final standings: 
St John’s Diamonds Year 6 (Section A) – 4th 
St John’s Shooters Year 5/6 mixed (Section A) – 10th 

Term 2 Year 7/8 Table Tennis team 
Well done to our two teams who played in the Tuesday night competition. 
 
Placings: 
St John’s Spinners: Abigail and Sara 4th 
St John’s Topspin: Asha and Lindsay 3rd 
 
Well done girls! We hope you enjoyed the competition. 
 

Anna W has been selected in the Southland U12 Girls football team. The team will 
compete at the South Island tournament to be held in Blenheim, during October.  
Well done Anna! 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz


COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

Cycling Southland are now taking registrations for  the Term 3 Learn to Ride Track Block, for 2019. 
This offers beginner children, aged 10 and up, an introduction to track cycling. Minimum height restriction 130cm. 
Starts Wednesday 24th and Friday 26th July, from 4.00-5.00pm, and runs until the end of school term. Select either  
a Wednesday or Friday but not both. 
$85 fee includes, track hire, bike hire, coach and water bottle. 
Phone 03 219 9325 or email office@cyclingsouth.org.nz to register now with your child’s name, age, your cell 
phone number and email. 
 
Southland Basketball Association will be running a one-day holiday programme on Friday 12 July for  
Years 3 - 6. Spots are limited to the first 50 registered. 
 
For more information please visit  
www.basketballsouthland.co.nz/holiday<http://www.basketballsouthland.co.nz/holiday> 
 
Southland Badminton Association 
Southland Badminton Association will be holding a two-day badminton training course on the 10th July and 
11th July. The details are as follows. 
Time: 10.30 am-12.00 noon 
Charge: $10 per person per day 
Interested students are invited to register via email. 
email:  crystal.badmintonsouthland@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:office@cyclingsouth.org.nz?subject=Learn%20to%20Ride%20Registration%20-%20Term%203%202019&body=Week%20day%20-Wednesdays%20or%20Fridays%3F%0AChild(s)%20name%3A%0AAge%3A%0AParent%2Fguardian%20name%3A%0ACell%3A%0AEmail%3A
http://www.basketballsouthland.co.nz/holiday
http://www.basketballsouthland.co.nz/holiday
mailto:crystal.badmintonsouthland@xtra.co.nz

