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Principal’s Comments    Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
     
It has been a lovely start to the year.  The girls seem settled and happy.   
 
Meet the Teacher Evening                                                                                         
It was great to see so many parents at this evening as it was terrible weather. We enjoyed catching up with existing  
parents and getting to know new parents to the school.   I realise that you didn’t have much notice of this meeting. We 
will advise you of the date for the 2021 Meet the Teacher evening at the end of this year so you have plenty of notice. 
 
The school Google calendar is on our website.  It is the best place to keep up to date with what is on.  Once we have all 
the 2020 information in, I will share it with you so you can put it on your phone.  This way, you will receive updates as 
they are made. 
 
Parent Association Meeting Tuesday 11th February 7pm in the staffroom.  
Everyone welcome.  This is an opportunity to get to know other parents and to be involved. 
 
Dropping off and Picking up Your Daughters 
We need your help to keep your daughters safe at the back gate.  We have already had some problems with people  
parking in the wrong place. 

 Please do not double park. 

 Do not park between the signs as you block the ‘teacher on duty’s’ view. 

 Other than for After School Care, after 3.30pm, do not use the school driveway.  The girls are collected on Avenal 
Street. 

 
We also need your cooperation when dropping girls off/collecting girls on Dee Street. 

 Please do not park over the school driveway of other people’s driveways 

 Do not park on yellow lines.  They are there for a reason. 

 The Police will be monitoring the situation over the next few weeks. 
 
Please pass this on to anyone picking up your daughter(s). 
 
Have a relaxing weekend. 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)                    
Brenda Mackay 

Coronavirus guidance – Ministry of Health                                    
If we all take care, we can minimise the risk of spreading/contracting this virus.  If you feel unwell, seek medical help or 
if have been in contact with anyone who could have been exposed to the virus, self-isolate for 14 days. 
 
Preventing the risk  
Everybody should follow the following basic principles to reduce the risk: 

 regularly wash hands (for at least 20 seconds with warm water and soap and dry thoroughly) 

 cover your mouth and nose when you sneeze, preferably not with your hands 

 stay home if you are sick 

 avoid close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms 

 if you feel unwell you should avoid public gatherings and events 

 clean surfaces regularly (when infection is suspected). 

  
Signs and symptoms 
Symptoms include fever, coughing and difficulty breathing. Difficulty breathing can be a sign of pneumonia and  
requires immediate medical attention.  

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/novel-coronavirus-china-2019-ncov


Term 1  

 

February 

11th   Parents’ Association meeting—all welcome 

19th   Family Fun Night 5.30pm at school 

20th   BOT Meeting 5.30pm 

27th   House Bonding morning 

 

March 

4th   Mufti Day 

5th  Health Nurse Visit 

   House Bonding morning postponement  

11th   Cyber Safety 

  Interviews start from 2pm 

  School closes 2pm 

12th   Interviews start from 3pm  

18-20th  Year 6 Camp 

23rd—27th  Year 8 Camp  

24th   BOP—Parents Assn  Annual Meetings 7pm 

25-27th  Year 7 Camp  

 

April 

8th   Easter Service practice am 

  Aerobics Festival pm 

9th   Easter Service 1.30pm First Church, Tay St 

  Everyone welcome to attend 

  Health Nurse Visit 

  Last Day Term 1 

 

Term 2 starts Tuesday 28th April.  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Ashlyn Shepherd, Scarlett Anderson 
Room 2 Sophie Crosbie, Drew Peddie 
Room 3 Kiran Kilmete, Pippa Jamieson 
Room 4 Lucy Middlemass, Nieve Peddy 
Room 5 Brooke Acker, Louella Mirrieless-Huxtable 
Room 6 Binne Lenihan, Aniya Hamilton 
Room 7  Lily Hillman, Charlee O’Connor  
 
Values Cup 
7 Feb   Rosie Laughton                 Room 1  

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis, payment is expected weekly.   
 
This is an excellent  service offered to the school by  
Mrs Wilson so please use it. 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be 
signed out, and back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is 
going to leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, 
drop anything in for your daughter, coach sport etc must 
also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB—Reminder 
Ordering your book club books can also be done online. 
Once you’ve ordered them online they get delivered to 
the school and distributed from here. 
Google ‘scholastic parent login’ and you will get the 
Book Club LOOP page where you join up. 
If you are ordering books online for gifts and don’t want 
your daughter to know email  
office@stjohnsgirls.school.nz and let us know.   
Mrs McEntyre will phone you when the order arrives.  

St John’s Girls’ School Parents’ Association 
 
Wow, the first week of term is already over, and hopefully you are all settling back into the school routine again. 
The Parents’ Association had a great year last year and really enjoyed helping the school with various fundraising and  
social events. 
 
We would love NEW MEMBERS. We have four meetings per year and an AGM. Our meetings last about 1 hour and our 
AGM is usually 10mins. 
 
We organise fundraising activities to purchase as many items as possible from the school wishlist. All of these items  
enhance our daughters’ learning or playing environments. Examples of items we have purchased are Chromebooks,  
playground  
equipment, iPads, library furniture, art smocks, Kapa haka uniforms. 
We also help the school with various social events throughout the year. 
 
Our first meeting this year is Tuesday 11th February at 7pm in the school staff room. We would love to see you there. 

KILT ORDERS must be in as soon as possible as they 
can take up to 8 weeks to make.  There are no second 
hand kilts available.  

Order forms are available at the school office or you can 
order online at Tudor Clothing Schoolwear. 



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

ROOM 6 - Year 7 - Ms Hawke  

Room 5 has had a wonderful start to the school year and in just 6 school days we have achieved so much already! It is 
always exciting to begin a new school year and to look forward to all of the upcoming events. Year 8 is a special year 
at St John's and although we've heard lots about the extra things we organise around the school, apparently we don't 
quite realise yet just how busy we are going to be! We can't wait. This week we have been sharing lots about  
ourselves, what we love and what we value.  Because each of us is unique, the perfect way to describe our personal 
writing is in the shape of our thumbprints. Watch this space! Mr Hughes asked us to have a think about what it was we 
stood for as a class and rather than write rules, or 'do nots', we have come up with the 10 'must dos' to make Room 5 a 
safe and exciting place to learn and grow. We are putting them together as a big puzzle with pieces each representing a 
'must do'. 
 
Mr Hughes has been inundated with parents offering to come to camp! We are all pretty excited to learn about 
Fiordland and then go there! 

OUT OF SCHOOL MUSIC 
Enrolments are still open for 2020.  Classes to 
suit children 5 years and up.  Very reasonable 
prices. 
Saturday mornings at Southland Girls’ High. 
Contact Deborah 216 5137 (answerphone), 
email: admin@osmc.co.nz or Facebook Out of 
School Music.  

Yr 8 HPV Vaccine 
The HPV vaccine is funded for everyone aged 9-26 years with 
all students in Year 8 able to have their vaccination at school. 
All Year 8 girls have been given a form to take home which  
includes detailed information about the immunisation.  Please 
complete the form, either consenting or declining the school 
based immunisation programme and return it to school before 
Friday 14th February.  
The first vaccine will be administered at school on 24 February 
and the second and final vaccine will be 6 months later. 
If your daughter is absent on the vaccination day the HPV team 
will revisit school on a later date. 
Further information  about HPV and the vaccine are available at: 
Www.health.govt.nz or www.immune.org.nz or you can phone 
0800 00 249.  

We are very lucky to have 2 new girls join Room 6 this year.  Our room is looking very colourful at the moment.  
The girls have been creating portraits, wanted posters and other activities which have enabled the girls to learn about 
one another in Room 6.  

We have started testing and will continue to do so over the next couple of weeks.  This information will be invaluable 
for the planning of our programme.  The girls are getting used to our classroom routines and on a whole are stepping 
up to the increased expectations of the Year 7 programme.    

Thank you for your support with returning all the notices as promptly as possible.  I realise there have been a lot of 
paper work recently and now our camp notices are about to be distributed.   We are going to Dunedin for our school 
cultural camp this year on the 25th to 27th of March.  This camp enables us to focus on the Treaty of Waitangi, (the 
settlement of New Zealand), especially in the Otago and Southland regions.  We will also be looking at our family 
heritage, and explore the scientific ecology of the albatross, squid and the other wildlife of the Otago Peninsula.  
Camp at this time of year is such a valuable exercise as it helps to develop friendships and builds a strong class spirit.  
It gives the girls the opportunity to get to know students who are new to the class as well as ones they may not  
ordinarily spend time with.  We look forward to sharing our experiences of camp with you in the near future. 
 

                    

 



ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie 

Room 4 have had a great start to the year. 

We have been learning new activities, getting to know each other and setting up new routines.  

As part of our ‘All About Me’ we are creating self-portraits and have made personalised t-shirt designs. The girls are 
making observations of shape, line and proportion to draw themselves. Watch this space to see them finished. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

We have started our unit on New Zealand Disasters and created a timeline from 1855 to now. Our next task is to 
choose one disaster each to research and present. During this unit we will also explore our readiness for disasters and 
make sure we are prepared. 

 

 

 



ROOM 7 - Year 6 - Mrs Taylor & Mrs Raines 

What a busy week we have had in Room 7.  We have been spending time getting to know one another. This is really 
important as we have five new members to the school in our class. The posters we made with Mrs Raines, “all about 
ourselves”, are already brightening our classroom. The class has also discussed how we need to behave to be great 
class members. The expectations that were agreed have been added to our class waka. When we all stand strong for 
what we believe in and respect others and their views, our mana will increase. Our classroom will also be a nicer, 
more pleasant place. You can see everyone paddling together in our class waka. This will shortly be displayed in a 
prominent position on the wall in our room as a reminder of our responsibilities.

 
 
Next week we will be starting to tune into our first inquiry of the year. There are a lot of changes happening in and 
around our city and seemed an appropriate time to explore some of the history of Invercargill. The first activity will 
be a guided walk through the city centre with Mr Lloyd Esler on Wednesday morning. The following afternoon the 
research librarian from Invercargill Library is bringing some resources to share with us. She will also help us  
develop effective questions, as we decide what aspects of the city’s history we investigate further. Invercargill may 
only be 164 years old, but it has undergone many changes in that time. 
 

 



SPORTS NEWS 

SPORT REGISTRATIONS  

The following sports will be available during Term 2, 2020. Information will be updat-
ed on our school website, as it is received.  
 
 
 
 

Monday Indoor Bowls (Year 7-13) 
Tuesday Basketball (Year 7/8 - continuation from T1)  
Tuesday Table Tennis (Year 7/8) 
Tuesday  Squash (Year 3-6) 
Tuesday futureFERNS netball (Y5/6) 
Wednesday Squash (Year 7/8) 
Wednesday Hockey (New Entrants – Year 6) 
Thursday  futureFERNS netball (Year 1-4) 
Thursday  Hockey (Year 7/8)  
Thursday  Table Tennis (Year 4-6) 
Thursday  Badminton (Year 7/8) 
Saturday  Netball (Year 7/8)   
 
** REGISTRATIONS WILL BE TAKEN ONLINE THROUGH OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE, VIA THE SPORTY 
APP + OUR FACEBOOK PAGE**   

Registrations close today for all after school sports. We have full teams in the following sports and 
grades. 
Basketball (Year 7/8) – 8 players 
Touch Rugby (Year 7/8) – 11 players 
Volleyball (Year 7/8) – 8 players 
Water Polo (Year 7/8) – 9 players 
Water Polo (Year 4-6) – 11 players 
 
I will be busy next week checking that we have coaches and will send out emails to the parents requesting help, 
where required. Once I have coaches confirmed, ‘team confirmation letters’ will be emailed out to parents and to all 
girls who have a school email address. Hard copies of confirmation letters will only be sent home on request.  
I will also pop around the classrooms to see if we can get a few more players for the following sports/grades. If your 
daughter has expressed an interest in joining any of the following sports, please register them asap. 
Cricket (all grades) 
Futsal (not enough interest in any grades) – composite teams only 
Rippa Rugby (Year 5/6) – 2 players confirmed (3-4 more players required) 
Touch Rugby (Year 5/6) – 6 players confirmed (1-2 more players required) 
Touch Rugby (Year 3/4) – 5 players confirmed (3 players required) 
Touch Rugby (Year 1/2) – 2 players confirmed (6 players required) 
Water Polo (Year 2/3) – 2 players confirmed (6 players required) 
If you indicated on the registration form that you were happy for your daughter to play in a composite team, I will do 
my best to find them a team with another school if I can’t find enough interest to form full teams.  
 
Please see below for the registration forms. 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116796 Badminton 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116780 Year 7/8 Basketball 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116815 Cricket 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/117021 Summer Futsal 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116776 Touch Rugby 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116444 Volleyball 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/113408 Water Polo 
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/102054 Rippa Rugby 
 
The registration forms are also available on our school website, via the SPORTY NZ app and Facebook page. 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116796?fbclid=IwAR3U_LrI5yNoolTyziqSwooGwFhB_nfFKJuXKer_MWiDxnt3QNP3B4GOZGM
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116780?fbclid=IwAR1e4zn4kk3Uc1J2V1uYCE4JYB1M01g953-rdJojj0gDdfsMyvRAEmRRVCE
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116815?fbclid=IwAR2AVkDyeN5EtKYwHX4Daek6_Sr0SMZkjeyz4IXVE3hYYXXrqjF7w8zDeOE
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/117021?fbclid=IwAR3vQv6tnwAdAA0P3QXqwDgM45PI78KK5xD-PlbOauYKbAvmPon_JWGAhMA
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116776?fbclid=IwAR1e-LLIuaDSlWoCY2LZedutR3XXSikInJuy-YO-GhFC6dWFSzI8_2Jth64
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/116444?fbclid=IwAR2kFEdNr4WrbgL86fIo1fjfiFatG5xp_z89U2HXlggjO4CVZQwmqNZLhuQ
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/113408?fbclid=IwAR2YC-fsNvHwidyvC5LvKKRLLuTKLpaFhngGUImOInkc2SFG8wXpZpuXmKI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sporty.co.nz%2Fviewform%2F102054%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3yDxz1VfOKCuhOEb5Tc8KEubWZXK2heLJ6qHDyX2jQWNBP3DZSWwA9OZU&h=AT3uh2qhOl5NR4Xxn8JrfoqCSh2-AWwIoXkaV6w1OlcIpC1tSUjehrjvk04F5KrD6pP-aJtShDFWoa0BuV2gE68JdLO5t12f8gWarm


NETBALL 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

SOUTHLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 
John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

WATERPOLO 

This week I spoke to the girls regarding Ms Hawke holding netball trials in early March. The confirmed  
dates are Wednesday 4th March, Thursday 5th March and Friday 6th. We may also hold a trial on  
Tuesday 3rd March. This will be confirmed and the girls will be informed. 
Please encourage your daughter/s to start practicing their skills for trials. Girls who have expressed an  
interest in playing in a shooting position need to start practicing regularly. 

The Southland Secondary Schools triathlon will be held at Winton on Friday 21st February 
2020. Only girls who have had previous experience in competing in triathlons or who are very 
competent in the sections are asked to enter. Entry will be at the school's discretion. If your 
daughter is registering in a team event, please indicated the other members of the team on 
the registration form. Please do not register in a team event until you have confirmed your 
team members. 
Key information 
Venue: Central Southland College, Grange St, Winton 
Times: Briefing/Roll call of registrations - 11.00am by the CSLC pool area. Event starts at 11.30am. 
Age groups (as at 1st January 2020): Year 7 Girls, Year 8 Girls  
Sections: Individual or Teams (2 or 3 members) 
Format: Year 7 & Year 8 -  Swim (1st) 150m, Bike (2nd) 7km, Run (3rd) 2.5km.  
 
Registrations are now open for girls in Year 7/8  
Click here https://www.spor ty.co.nz/viewform/117129  

Next week Southland Water Polo are holding 'Have A Go Sessions" for Year 4-6 students, 
to help with the transition from the learner’s pool to the main pool.  The dates are 11th & 
13th February 4.00pm - 4.45pm. 
This year we will have metal rings on the water polo cards so they can be popped onto your 
daughter/s swimming bag. Hopefully, this will mean they are easy to find and reduce the 
chance of them getting misplaced.  

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sporty.co.nz%2Fviewform%2F117129%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2zjJYLWk5T-EAtXMBhexnXUjV_OvOQ-3aW5raiVpUpothRPBXlYRcc06U&h=AT2biuD_bnU5p28Pl5eo885gzkpqzj9rPFRuqevbwk-WUu6dP83vz5npwmbpRvtFpbhGYi4P0l9lvA6AZUfqOmYW7Q3CRczR8Yo2P2


                     COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

TABLE TENNIS 
New Zealand junior girls' coach, Jessica MacAskill, will be in Invercargill from Thursday 20 February, to Sunday 
23 February, to coach Southland junior and senior players. 
Jessica will conduct group and private, one-on-one sessions. A two-hourgroup session would cost $10 per player. 
The private session opportunities would be available only to those players that attend at least one group session. 
Private session charges, which would include table hire fees, would be $35 per hour or $20 for a 30-minute session. 
Those sessions could be one-on-one training opportunities or Jessica could also accommodate two family members 
or two training partners in a session to share costs. 
Players and/or parents/guardians are to contact Jessica directly to book private sessions.  
By email: jmtabletennis1@gmail.com or: 027 728 6565. 
All juniors from under 8yrs to under-18yrs level, and anyone hoping to play for Southland against Otago in a much  
earlier than usual first junior provincial clash in Invercargill on Saturday, April 4, should attend at least one session. 
Coaching places are limited.  Please confirm your group attendance by contacting Wayne McEwan at:  
southland@tabletennis.org.nz or by mobile on: 027 436 3322. 
 
Southland group training times: 
Thursday Feb 20. 7-9pm: (adult players) 
Friday Feb 21 4-6pm: (junior beginners) 
Saturday  Feb 22. 9.30-11.30am: (junior rep players) 
Saturday Feb 22. 12 noon to 2pm: (junior beginners) 
Sunday Feb 23. 9.30-11.30am: (junior rep players) 
 
TENNIS 
Waihopai Tennis Club Term 1 Programmes 
 
Tennis Hot Shots Community Play - designed to encourage kids of primary school age  to play tennis in a fun  
supportive environment. The focus is on kids enjoying playing the game of tennis with friends and being a good 
sport. Parents, guardians and club volunteers are encouraged to help out on-court.  This is a 6 week programme held 
on Thursdays beginning 20 February and running through until 26 March.  All equipment is supplied.  We run 2 
sessions for ages 5 and up:  3:45 - 4:30pm and 4:30 - 5:15pm.  Cost is $20. 
 
Junior Squad Training - this follows on from Community Play and requires a minimum skill level.  Junior Squad is 
a 6 week programme held on Tuesdays beginning 18 February and running through until 24 March.  Sessions run 
from 4 - 5pm.  Cost is $40 unless already Waihopai Club member. 
 
Primary School Pickleball - A cross between tennis, badminton and table tennis, Pickleball is played on a modified 
tennis court using paddles and a hollow, plastic ball with holes in it.  The net is slightly lower than a tennis net. The 
rules, equipment and court size are specifically designed to create a fast, fun and more rallying game.  Pickleball 
runs for 4 weeks and is held on Mondays beginning 17 February and running through until 9 March.  All equipment 
is provided and the cost is $20.  
 
To register for any of our programmes please go to our website www.waihopaitennis.com or email waihopaiten-
nis@gmail.com 
 
SOCCER SISTERS 
Southland Football will run a girls only programme for 7-12 year olds, during Term 1. This is not a programme for 
school teams but for individual girls who want to give it a go. 
 
What is Soccer Sisters? 
Soccer Sisters is a grass-root program aimed at giving new and existing players a safe and positive space to learn 
and practice the basics of football such as dribbling, passing, shooting, tackling and of course, play football. The 
aim is to provide an environment that allows players to experiment and explore these aspects of football at their own 
pace, so whether you are brand new to football or have some experience, Soccer Sisters is for YOU! 
 
How Can I Register my Child? 
You can register to Soccer Sisters by clicking this link https://forms.gle/ZTrP7Mw5RsRcQiH46 or for more  
information, check out our website at http://www.footballsouth.co.nz/soccersisters 
 

http://www.waihopaitennis.com/
mailto:waihopaitennis@gmail.com
mailto:waihopaitennis@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/ZTrP7Mw5RsRcQiH46
http://www.footballsouth.co.nz/soccersisters

