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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
                                           
Reports 
The headings for the Personal and Social Development, and Attitude and Work Habits have been changed.   
Historically your daughter may have been in the end column, ‘consistently’ for most categories but with the changes, 
you may notice she is in the second to right column.  We have also blocked some far right columns off as it is not 
possible to exceed expectations in some areas.  We are constantly reviewing what we do with a view to improve it. 
 
Interviews 
Reports go out on Friday 21st June.  The following week you have the opportunity to have a 15-minute interview 
with your daughter and her teacher(s) to discuss her achievement and progress.  Interview slips will come out next 
week.   
I’ve been going through all of the pre report testing results.  I really enjoy seeing each girl’s results and her progress, 
just as the teachers do.  This is why we teach!  It’s not just about academic results.  It’s about personal qualities too.  
Staff come into the staffroom excited because a girl has made progress, sometimes in small ways but it excites us 
because it’s important for that girl.  The teachers and girls will share this with you at the interview. 
 
Coaches 
We have many fantastic parents who are willing to coach sport teams.  They give up their time and do the best they 
can for the girls.  I know you will support them and the decisions they make.  Thank you coaches.  Without you, we 
would not have sports teams.   
 
Speech Exams 
This week has been a very busy week.  Years 6 and 8 have had their annual speech exam.  Our girls do well in these 
exams and receive high marks.   
This is a great opportunity for the girls to develop life skills, to practise time management – preparing their speech 
board, planning and practicing the various parts of the speech requirements; persevering – working away quietly and 
not giving up, and initiative and independence – asking for guidance, but not asking to have it done for them.  The 
teachers offer extra help in their own time.  They are always interested in who makes the most of these opportunities 
and who doesn’t!   
Events like this provide you as a parent with an opportunity to talk about how your daughter has managed the process 
and to set some goals for the next event like this. Was she organised?  Did she have her board prepared well in  
advance? Has she been practising? It’s valuable learning.  We appreciate the work you do at home and your support. 
 
Year 7 Speech Exams - now 7th August  
 
Congratulations to the 10 and 11 year  olds who ran in the zone cross country.  Three of our  gir ls who  
competed are going on to the Southland cross country on Friday 21st June, along with our 12 and 13 year old girls 
who qualified.  Well done girls and Mrs Hawke. 
 
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)        
Brenda Mackay  
 

 



Term 2  

 

June 

  All Saints Cross Country postponement 

11th   Mufti Day—come with fake injuries (bandages, 

  slings etc).  Money raised goes to the  

  Children’s Ward for new toys, games etc.  

17th   BOT  Meeting 5.30pm 

19th-20th School Production 

21st   Reports Out 

  Southland Cross Country 

25th   Sthld Cross Country postponement  

26th   Interviews - start 2pm School closes 2pm. 

27th   Interviews - start 3pm  

 

July 

5th  Last Day Term 2  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Maya Preininger    
Room 2 Gwynedd Ryder, Kadi Cantley 
Room 3  Leah McEwan, Clementine Wood  
Room 4 Paige Hogan, Emelia King  
Room 6 Millie Cottam, Jaylah Harvey De-Clifford 
Room 7 Sophie Hall, Meah Somerville 
 
Values Cup 
31 May  Lucy Middlemass Rm 3  
 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

 
Everyone coming into the school must sign in at the office 
please. 
If you’re dropping something off for your daughter please 
do not take it to the classroom or cloakbay.  Leave it at 
the office for your daughter to collect. 
If your daughter is leaving the school for an appointment 
she must report out and back in at the office also.    
 
This is a health and safety matter as we must know where 
your daughter is at all times, and who is on the school 
grounds.     

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected 
you will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a 
regular basis payment is expected weekly. This is an  
excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so 
please use it. 

SCHOOL PRODUCTION:   Tickets on now from the school office.   
$8.00 adults:   $6.00 school aged children. 
 
Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits 
Verdon College Hall – 6.00pm – 7.30pm (finish time to be confirmed) 
Wed 19th & Thurs 20th June. 
 
You may send the correct cash, or cheque, to school in an envelope 
with your daughter’s name, room number, number of child 
and adult tickets required and what night you wish 
to attend.  The tickets will be put in the same envelope 
and sent home with your daughter.    
 
Please do not pay by electronic banking. 
 
Sorry no telephone orders or holding tickets. 

DONATION LETTERS FOR TAX PURPOSES 
Letters stating the donation portion of your school payments for the past financial year are 
available from the school office.  You will need these when you file your tax return.  



ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

We are having so much fun in Room 5.  We are production mad and sometimes we are needing to be in about 3 plac-
es at once!  All the scenes have been blocked and now it is all about polishing everything. Mr Hughes is so impressed 
with our commitment to learning our lines and also taking notes about what he tells us.  Thank you to the parents who 
came along and helped on the sewing bee nights.  The final elastic was put in this morning.  Exciting! 
We are all working hard on our task boards and as it turns out, we know quite a bit about stage and screen  
musicals.  When our hall is ready to go many of us have dances that we have choreographed ourselves and musicals 
that we have written.  This work all ties in perfectly with our production learning.  Our upcoming mufti day is  
exciting and we are looking forward to crafting our own injuries! Many of us completed novel assignments and over a 
four week period we responded to what we had read.  The quality of what we produced was outstanding and the way 
we shared our thoughts and feelings really impressed Mr Hughes. 
We can't wait to see you all in our audience in just two weeks time! 

ROOM 4 - Years 4 & 5 - Miss Smillie  

Bake Sale 

Niamh, Alicia and Emelia held a bake sale at school this week to raise money for the 40 Hour Famine. Thank you all 
for your support. The girls raised $262. Awesome effort for a very worthy cause.  
 

      

  
 
 

The 40 Hour Famine is this weekend. Good luck girls! 
Please get your booklets and money raised for the children 
of South Sudan back as soon as possible. 



ROOM 6 - Year 7 - Ms Hawke  

Room 6 have been learning about drugs and alcohol this term for health.  The programme  
provides our students with knowledge and skills so they are able to make informed choices to be 
drug free in the future. It also discusses all the damaging effects of drugs not only to the  
individuals but also to their families, friends and the community.   
The last few sessions have focused on smoking and the girls have shared some of their knowledge 
about this topic in an acrostic poem for you.  
 
 

STOP SMOKING or DON’T START!  Smoking makes you look a lot older than you really are  and causes  

    wrinkles.  It dries out your skin, and stains both your fingers and teeth. 
 

Majority of smokers end up with medical conditions such as heart disease, cancer, stroke, lung disease  

    and more.  SO WHY START?  
   

On average, people who smoke die 10 years earlier than non-smokers. 

 

Kills one smoker (or passive smoker) every 10 seconds all around the world. 

  

Insecticide is a substance found in cigarettes.  This kills insects and can harm or kill humans too! 

 

New born babies usually have breathing problems and are smaller in size if the mother smokes while she is  

     pregnant. 

Gas Chamber poison is one of the 4,000 chemicals found in cigarettes! 

 
By Room 6 

ROOM 7 - Year 6 - Mrs Taylor  

At the moment everything is focused on our production. In two weeks time, it will all be over! During singing the whole 
school have been learning songs from Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits. Then piece by piece we have been adding dance 
moves with the help of Miss Gina our dance teacher.  Mr Hughes and Mrs Taylor have been putting together the scene 
for the production. Our production is on the 19th- 20th June. 
 

In English we completed a “hyperdoc” (an interactive document) about fables.  This connected to the Playhouse Theatre 
production that we went to see about the Tortoise and the Hare.  We made videos of ourselves telling one of Aesop’s 
fables and made memes with the message from them. We have been doing a word of the week. This terms are  
homophones. e.g. foul and fowl, course and coarse. Our word for this week is loot and lute. We have also been working 
on the long and short vowel sounds.  Our picture of the week is Sir Isaac Newton who was a famous scientist.  
Mrs Taylor picked him because we have spent 10 weeks exploring different forces. The unit of force is named after him. 
 

In maths this week we have been learning about dividing and having remainders. We have to work out what the  
remainders of the numbers are that we get every morning. We also learnt some new games to play, like tic tac toe but 
with factors, which we have also been talking about. Our number of the week is 56.13 and we have realised that it can 
not be odd or even because it is not a whole number. During maths we have been working with a buddy and filling in a 
sheet called a strategy mat. We have a problem and have to draw a picture of it, show how you would use equipment to 
work it out, show your strategy, and write a number sentence. 
 

For health we are still looking at how our body changes. Ew! You probably don’t need to hear about that. 
 

For speech this term Mr Hughes has prepared us for our speech exams. He has made sure that everyone knows their  
poems, prepared their speech boards and finished our books.  I believe we are all going to ace this exam. Our exam is 
today (Friday). 
 

Grace, Sofia, Ella and Meah competed in the Southland cross country this week. 
 

By Janika, Lucia, Daisy 



SPORTS NEWS 

ALL SAINT ZONE CROSS COUNTRY  

WESTPAC SOUTHLAND PRIMARY SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY  

This event will once again be held at the Field Days site at Waimumu, on Friday 21st June (postponement Tuesday 
25th June). Further information can be found on our school website.  
The permission slip was sent out yesterday via a Goggle Form. Apologies to those of you who received it in error, as 
I sent it to the 2019 Southland Athletics contacts.  
 
I will send out a parent letter with further information and transport details closer to the time. 

This event was held on Wednesday afternoon at Elizabeth Park. It was cold but the girls raced very well and came 
away with some fantastic results. The girls involved had a great time and they all finished smiling and covered in 
mud.  
A big thank you to Graeme Pope who transported the girls to and from school and helped with marshalling. A big 
thank you also to Luella Penniall and Ange Pope who marshalled the course and encouraged the children  
running. We really appreciate your support of this event. 
 
The results are: 
11 Year Olds: Grace Pope 1st; Sofia Campbell-Wall 2nd, Ella Pope 6th  
10 Year Olds: Olive Rutledge 8th  



REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a  
St John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

INDOOR BOWLS (Years 7—13) 

SOUTHLAND JUNIOR FUTSAL COMPETITION 

This competition starts on Monday 29th July and runs for 9 weeks, finishing on Monday 23rd September. 
For further information and to register your daughter please click the link below, visit our school  
website or download the SPORTY NZ app. https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/97077 
** Registrations close on Wednesday 19th June. 
 

We have entered two teams in the bowls competition which starts on Monday.  
The teams are: 
St John’s Pearls:   Sara Reynolds and Asha Dickson 
St John’s Emeralds:  Elise Hampton and Amy Brand 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/97077

