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Teaching appointment
After a long recruitment process I am delighted to inform you that we
have appointed Mr Todd Brodie to the full-time permanent Year 8
teaching position beginning on the first day of Term 2. Mr Brodie has
an extensive teaching background in Years 7 and 8, as well as being in
senior leadership in his last two schools.  He, his wife Rachael and their
3 sons will relocate to Invercargill from Brightwater, outside of Nelson.
We  look  forward to  the  contribution  that   Mr Brodie   will   make to
St John's. He is very much looking forward to meeting the girls and the
staff.  

I would like  to  acknowledge  the  wonderful work  of Mrs McIlwrick,
Mrs Dawkins, Mrs Packham and Mrs Raines. These teachers all stepped
up in various ways to ensure that Room 5 have had a great first term of
learning. We thank them for their commitment to our school, and for
going the extra mile for our girls.  

Looking Forward
In Term 2 we will return to our daily indoor assembly. Choir and Kapa
haka will begin for the year and I am confident we will see increased
sports seasons going ahead. We do still ask that you refrain from
entering the classrooms, and ensure you keep physical distance
outside while waiting for your girls. 

I look forward to a busy and productive last week of Term One. Thank
you again for your understanding, support and communication. Whilst
I’m sure many of you won’t have the opportunity to take holidays with
your girls, I do hope you manage some time to put your feet up and
enjoy your family.

Happy Easter and God bless.

Nga mihi 

Nathan Hughes
Tumuaki - Principal

Greetings from the Principal
Ata marie, Ola, Guten Tag

How is it that time flies so quickly? What a fortnight it has been as
we’ve continued on this journey of resilience and adaptability. Covid
has really made its mark on us in the last two weeks and we’ve relied
heavily on the generosity of our part-time teachers, support staff and
wonderful relievers. Not once has anyone hesitated to jump in and
help us when we’ve needed them. We’ve welcomed Miss Holly Munro,  
 Miss Martha McSoriley and Mrs Lucy King on board as day to day
relievers, all of whom we’d love to see back! Miss Gina has also been
very kind and worked many extra days for us. We really are blessed to
work within such a fantastic team.

Here is a snapshot of how we have been affected:

64% of the girls in our school have had to isolate either because of
being positive, or having a family member who is. 

37% of our girls have had Covid.  40% of our entire staff have had
Covid. 

I hope for you, the girls and the staff that we may all enjoy some time
to rest over the Easter and school holiday break without sickness.

Easter Service
While we cannot hold our traditional Easter Service at First Church this
year, we will be having our own service here at school. The Year 8 girls
have put together a special service that the school will enjoy on the last
afternoon of the term. While we wish we could invite you all, we can’t.
Ask your girls to tell you all about it next week!

Aerobics Festival
This year’s aerobics festival has been postponed due to the lack of time
the girls have had to prepare without interruption. We will let you
know the new date when it is decided and hopefully you may be all be
allowed to attend!
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Coming Events
 

TERM 1

Bonus Points Awarded
Special at school Easter Service
Last Day of Term 1

14th

        

April

Day 1 of Term 2
Year 7 Vision Testing 
Mufti-Day
School Swimming Sports
BoT Meeting [5.30 pm]

2nd
3rd
18th
26th

May

TERM 2

Awards
 Congratulations to the following girls who have received awards recently

Room 1 Millie Dobbie, Lucy Dixon-Calder
 

Room 2 Madeleine Davison, Aoife Gordon,
Sophia Lillo-Doherty  

Room 3 Leah Hamilton, Elizabeth Chong 

Room 4 Willow Harper, Nevaeh Roughan,
Alyssa Hamilton, Isla Patterson 

Room 5 Ada O'Connor, Sienna Pirie,
Meg Scott, Olive Rutledge

Room 6 Sophie Baron, Kiahli Brown,
Lucy Middlemass, Nieve Peddie  

Room 7 Meila Spain, Alysha Jennings,
Matilda Moody, Lucia Erskine

Southland Cross Country
BoP Meeting [7.00 pm]
Matariki Breakfast
Matariki [school closed]
BoT Meeting [5.30pm]
 

17th
22nd
23rd
24th
30th

June

Reports Out
Interviews [School closes at 2pm] 
Interviews [School closes at 3pm]
Stripes and Bonus points awarded
Last day of Term 2

1st
5th
6th
8th

July

Values
Cup

Bonnie McIntosh
Tayla Nel
         

[Room 6]
[Room 4]
     

Cross Country
Playhouse Theatre
Staff Only Day
Queen's Birthday [school closed]

2nd

3rd
6th

June TERM 3

Day 1 of Term 3
Room 5 Deep Cove Camp

25th
25th - 29th

        

July



Room 4

Room 4 has been learning about 2D shapes, angles and tessellation(tiling) this term. We have learnt how to use a protractor
to measure angles and have been exploring which shapes tessellate on their own and which tessellate well with other shapes.
We have learnt that a tessellation must tile a floor (that goes on forever) with no overlapping or gaps. We also found out
that each vertex must look the same and all angles within that vertex total 360 degrees. To complete our unit we created
our own reflection tessellation tiles.

Mathematics

We have been challenged to
write a piece of writing to
enter in the Storyathon
competition. The only two rules
are, we have to write exactly
100 words and the story has to
start with the word... Suddenly.

We are spending lots of time
recrafting our writing to make
improvements, which is very
hard when we remove and add
words and have to keep to 100
words.

Isla is creating a piece of
writing that creates suspense
and cleverly added background
detail. She leaves the reader
asking so many questions. 

  Writing



Room 5

Room 5 has been a hive of activity and with the many interruptions
Covid has thrown our way,     Mrs Dawkins and Mrs McIlwrick have
been blown away by the girls' hard mahi and perseverance shown
throughout the term.

Their positive attitudes towards their learning is reflected in the
work and we are both very proud of everything they have achieved.
What a wonderful bunch! Here is a snippet of some of the work the
girls have achieved in the past few weeks.

What's Happening? Where am I From?
I am from a dusty old family

crest fill of people.
From a tartan and a family

book.
I am from the old oak coffee
table that is now scratched

from coffee cups.
 

I am from the peaceful and
quiet cul de sac.

I am from the wet windy south 
Whose gales blow my hair which

reminds me of home.
 

I am from the old white
cottage and the white flowing

curtains of my youth.
 

      From Macpherson and     
 De Gregorio

From loud laughs and long legs
all round.

And from camping in Wanaka.
I am from James Macpherson

and Judith Day
From those Sunday roasts and

glazed Christmas ham.
 

From World War II hip injury.
I am from the green flatness in
the Deep South. I am from all
those moments cuddling my

Sheppy in bed.
 

Sienna Macpherson

The girls have been busy putting together an Easter service for
all of St John’s Girls' School to enjoy on the last day of term.
Due to Covid, we were unable to have our traditional service so
we are pleased to be able to put this on for our school. 

All the girls are involved in putting the Easter service together
and have been working creatively and collaboratively to organise
this. It includes dances, raps, poems and drama. There certainly
will be alot to enjoy!

Here are Matilda, Sienna, Amy and Emelia working on their
dance. 

  Easter Service



Deep Cove
We have been investigating and learning about Deep Cove.
One of our tasks was to create a travel brochure. The girls
had to explore what makes a great brochure, research their
facts and include hyperlinks to relevant websites. They used
a variety of online tools to present their brochures. 

Art
In Art the girls have been
working on these beautiful

flowers as we think of
those affected by the war

in Ukraine.
 
 
 



Room 6

Wow this term has certainly been one to remember. I am very
impressed with the girls' resilience shown during these trying
circumstances with Covid. 

With our timetable changing this week we have dived into our fabric
technology a little earlier than expected. The girls have been learning
a lot about the sewing machine and are now able to independently
thread the machines. They have completed several tasks involving
sewing on paper and fabric squares to obtain their sewing machine
driver's licence. The girls are really enjoying learning new skills. They
are now working to apply these skills and knowledge in creating their
pyjama pants, wheat bags and draw string bags.

It is lovely to see the girls' enthusiasm towards sewing and we look
forward to completing and showcasing our completed PJ’s. We will
have a photo of our finished products in our next newsletter piece. 

Fabric Technology Mathematics
We have now completed our big idea in
mathematics where we looked closely at
perimeter, area and volume. The girls were
provided with a problem this week where they
had to measure, and problem solve how much
it would cost to replace our carpet in Room 6.

It was a great opportunity to see how we can
use our knowledge of perimeter and area in
real life situations. The girls were shocked at
how much it would cost to replace our carpet
if we needed to in the future.

 



Room 7

In Maths, we have been ‘thinking in cubes’. During this big idea, we used multiple views of block towers to construct
‘cities of cubes’ that matched those views. The girls learnt that the number of cubes to build the city is its volume. The
girls also developed their own city of cubes puzzles for others to solve.

Mathematics

Being able to explain our
thinking clearly during

Maths has been an
important focus. The girls
enjoy using the panel to

draw their visualisations of
their maths explanations,
and are practising being
able to question their

thinking and respond to
challenges and questions

from others. 
 

Inquiry
For Inquiry, we have been exploring the
story of Invercargill. We are in the
process of creating a significant place
in Invercargill on Tinkercad to 3D print
for our classroom wall map. Here is our
first item, designed by Liliana.

We have worked
collaboratively to
explore the early

history of
Invercargill, including
putting together a

timeline of important
events and going on a
virtual tour around
the city through

Google Earth.

 
We are looking forward to returning to our own classroom any day. Our stay in the library
has been brief, but it has helped us to appreciate the space we usually have. A big thank you
to everyone involved in the refurbishments over the last few years. We must have the most
amazing work environment in Southland!



 

In Christian Education we
have been learning about the
Creation Story in Genesis. We
made dioramas to remember
that God holds all that was
created in the palms of his
hands.

Christian Education

For music in Room 7 we have continued to explore.  Following from making porotiti and pui poi we have continued to
create our own taonga puoro. On Wednesday we used clay to make kōauau. They will have to dry before we can learn
how to play them. Even then we will need to be outside because of Covid restrictions.

Music
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