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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
Welcome:  A big welcome to Leah Hamilton who joins her  sister  and grandad at St John ’s; Sophia Lillo-Dockerty 
and Lily Malcolm.  The girls are in Room 1.  We look forward to getting to know you. 
 
 
Testing 
The teachers are enjoying the opportunity to do 1-1 testing with your daughter(s). They do running records (1 -1 reading 
test, listening and observing all reading behaviours), 1- 1 JAM/GloSS (numeracy strategy 1 -1 testing) and whole class 
basic facts testing.  They appreciate the opportunity to work with a child 1 – 1, to find out how she thinks and learns.  
This is valuable time which happens twice a year.   There are always many success stories shared in the staffroom.   
 
BYOD – Bring your own Device 
We are transitioning from iPads to chrome books in 2020.  The change will be phased in over several years so girls who 
currently have iPads will be able to continue using them.  The reasons for the change are that the chrome books are not 
subject to constant updates which causes inconsistencies between models of iPads; the girls often prefer to work on the 
chrome books and they are less expensive than iPads. Chrome books have less of a focus on social media which makes 
teacher’s and parent’s jobs easier.  At this stage we intend to use the free chrome ‘add ons’ and’ extensions’ rather than 
downloading apps as is required for iPads. iPads are better for graphic work such as making movies but we will cover 
this by having a small number of school iPads in each room, which can be shared within the syndicate.   
 
Familiarisation Morning - Wednesday 13th November 
Familiarisation morning for the 2020 new girls is Wednesday 13th November. This year there are only ten new girls, 
(excluding new entrants) as we are fairly full.  There are usually about 20.  There are still 6 vacancies in the school,  
3 @ Year 5, 3 @ Year 6.  
All girls spend some time during this morning, in their 2020 classroom with their 2020 teacher and classmates.   
 
2020 school structure  
Room 1 – Mrs Jagoutz – New Entrant/Year 1 
Room 2 – Mrs Kelly – Mon—Thurs/Mrs Packham- Friday, Years 2/3 
Room 3 – Mrs Raines Mon, Tues, Ms Wilcox-Clarke Wed, Thurs, Fri, Year 4 
Room 4 – Ms Smillie – Year 5 
Room 7 – Mrs Taylor Mon – Thurs, Mrs Raines, Friday, Year 6 
Room 6 – Ms Hawke, Year 7 
Room 5 – Mr Hughes, Mrs Dawkins Year 8.  Mrs Dawkins will be taking the class one morning a week. 
 
2020 Start Date 
The Teacher Only Day will be on Wednesday 29th January. School will start on Thursday 30th January.   
The school year will finish on Friday 11th December. 
 
Employment 
Congratulations to Mrs Peddie who has been accepted to the College of Education - University of Otago to train as a 
teacher.  We wish her all the best and hope that when she is finished her training that she returns to us. 
I am delighted that we have Mrs Packham and Mrs Dawkins back in 2020. 
 
Christmas ILT Stadium Variety Show 
Congratulations to Mr Hughes and Lilyana Ultee who were selected to perform singing solos at this lovely event, and to 
Ivy Turner and Ava Skeggs who will be dancing and singing as part of a group.  Lilyana and Ivy are classified as ‘Rising 
Stars.’  I hope you will support them by attending the show. 
 
 
 
 



Term 4 

 

November 

11th   Teacher Only Day—school closed 

13th   Familiarisation Morning 

14th   Speech Exams  - Room 3 

25th   Mufti Day 

26th   Year 8 photo shoot 

28th   Stripes Awarded 

  BOT meeting 5.30pm  

29th   Gym Festival  - seniors am 

                                   - juniors pm 

 

December 

2nd   Tabloids  

3rd   Dance Sharing  2pm   hall  

5th   Christmas Service Practice 

6th   Christmas Service—1.30pm  First Church,  

  Tay St 

11th   Prize Giving practice 

12th   Prize Giving 1.30pm—school hall 

   Year 8 Leavers Afternoon Tea 3pm—hall 

  Last Day  

 

   

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Peyton Cornish, Sophia Lillo-Dockerty, 
  Lily Malcolm, Danielle King 
Room 2 Mia Padgett, Nakaysha Fraser,  
  Liliana Clinckett, Nevaeh Roughan  
Room 3  Esmé Middlebrook, Leah McEwan, 
  Jhordaya Shaw, Meila Spain  
Room 4 Meg Scott, Olive Rutledge, 
  Paige Hogan, Lily Hillman 
Room 5 Eva Sexton, Ivy Turner, 
  Emma Pope, Madison Butler 
Room 6 Meila Winsloe-Viel, Rosa Smith, 
  Madeleine Lawlor, Ella Agnew 
Room 7 Janika Stirling, Meah Somerville, 
  Sacha McKenzie, Sarah Hartstonge 
     
Values Cup:  
1st Nov Kiahli Brown 
8th Nov  Leah McEwan  
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you 
will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular 
basis, payment is expected weekly.   
 
Afterschool care will be available on the last day of 
school—Thursday 12 December. 
 
This is an excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs 
Wilson so please use it. 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

Any child leaving school during the day MUST be 
signed out, and back in, at the office.  
 
Please email the office before 8.45am if your daughter is 
going to leave during the day (and the reason why).  
 
Also any parent coming into the school to help in class, 
drop anything in for your daughter, coach sport etc must 
also sign in and out.    
 
At all times we must be aware of who is on the premises.  

Dance exam results: 
The girls did very well.  These are great results!  Well done La Muse teachers. 

 
Ivy Turner gained a distinction plus.  We don’t usually have anyone who receives Distinction Plus so this is 
exciting.  

    Credit Merit Merit Plus   

Year 3   8 6 4   

  Commended Highly Com- Honours Distinction Distinction Plus 

Year 4   2 8 5   

Year 5   1 11 3   

Year 6     14 7   

Year 7 1 1 10 8   

Year 8 1 1 9 6 1 

103 2 13 54 33 1 



ROOMS 1, 2, 3 - Mrs Jagoutz, Mrs Kelly, Ms Wilcox-Clarke & Mrs Raines 

                                                       
The Juniors had a lovely time with our Greats and Grands on Thursday. It was lovely to see the girls acting as hosts 
and to see the pride when they were sharing their reading, writing, games and talents. The girls have been preparing 
for the visitors by writing about their grandparents, designing teapots as gifts and practising items to share. 

   
Room 1 shared their poem “I Had a Little Brother”, Room 2 “Jellyfish Reunion” and Room 3 “Give up  
Slimming Mum”. 

     

       
We enjoyed dance performances from Meila, Jhordaya, Ingrid, Aaliyah, Mia and Liliana. Ave sang and played the 
song “Shotgun”.  



 
 
 

    
 
All the girls enjoyed performing a welcome song, ‘Mahunga, Pakahiwi’, ‘Fish and Chips’ and ‘Dad I want to be a 
Camel’. No Greats and Grands day would be complete without a sing-a-long and everyone getting up to join in with 
the Birdie Dance.  Isabella and Kiahli did a wonderful job as our presenters. 
 
 

   
 
 
A big thank you to the Year 8 girls and the Parents’ Association who provided a lovely morning tea. Also, a big thank 
you to all of the Greats and Grands who came along to celebrate with us. 
 
Room 1 have welcomed Leah, Sophia and Lily to the class this term and what a busy term it has been already.  
The Year 3 and 4 girls have their speech exams coming up next Thursday. Please keep practising talks at home. The 
girls all had a run through with Ms Wilcock-Clarke and all have some written feedback with next learning steps. 
 

From the junior team. 
 



SPORTS NEWS 

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   
sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

PHOTOS 

MINIBALL 

TERM 1 SPORT INFORMATION  

VOLLEYBALL 

The following sports will be available during Term 1, 2020. Information will be updated on our school website as it 
is received.  
 
Monday Summer Futsal (continuation of T4, 2019) + new registrations will be taken for the T1 competition.  
Monday Girls Smash Cricket (day to be confirmed) 
Tuesday Badminton 
Tuesday  Basketball (Year 7/8 only) 
Wednesday Volleyball (Year 7/8 only) 
Wednesday Touch Rugby (Primary School) 
Thursday  Touch Rugby (Year 7/8) 
Thursday  Volleyball (Year 4-6) to be confirmed 
Friday  Water Polo (all grades) 
 
** REGISTRATIONS WILL BE TAKEN ONLINE THROUGH OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE AND VIA THE 
SPORTY APP ** REGISTRATIONS WILL CLOSE ON FRIDAY 7TH FEBRUARY **  

Next week the miniball competition moves into the semi-finals phase. The final game of the  
season will be played on Tuesday 19th November. We wish the teams and their coaches well for  
the next two weeks of competition.   

Our Year 7/8 volleyball team had their final game on Wednesday 30th 
October. The girls really enjoyed the competition and they would like to 
thank their manager Janine Griffin for supporting them each week.  
 

 
 



REPRESENTATIVE NEWS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 
John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 
Anna W competed in the Southland U12 football team who won the South Island tournament in Blenheim. 
Well done team! 

Pictured are our Southland U12 Touch Rugby representatives who played in 

Queenstown, on Sunday 2nd November. 

Back row: Grace, Meah and Sofia 

Front row: Hannah, Kacee and Sarah 

 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

