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Principal’s Comments 
 
Tena koutou katoa – Greetings to you all.  
It has been a lovely start to the year.  Thank you for the part you have played in making it so. 
 
Senior Cloakbay 
Please do not go into the senior cloakbay.  Wait for your daughter outside, with the exterior door going out to the 
east, closed.  There are many girls using this cloakbay so space is limited and the girls feel uncomfortable getting 
changed with parents or siblings about.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
Calling into School During School Hours 
If you need to drop something into your daughter during the school day, please drop it at the office, not in your 
daughter’s classroom or in her bag.  This is for safety reasons.  We must know who is on the school grounds at all 
times. We appreciate your help with this. 
For the same reason, when collecting a child for an appointment, meet your daughter at the office.  Mrs McEntyre 
will sign her out. 
 
House Picnic 
The first major leadership challenge/opportunity for our house captains and deputies is to organise the house picnic 
which is on Thursday 28th February.  The teachers are there to support the girls but the girls do all of the organisation 
and are in charge; consequently, we do not invite parents/grandparents.  Girls are allowed to wear house colours that 
day.  They need to be clothes that are suitable for being active; definitely not high fashion clothes.  A call around 
postponement will be made at school so unless it is obviously unsuitable weather, send your daughter to school in 
house colours.  More information will follow soon. 
 
Meet the Teacher 
It was lovely to see so many of you at this evening.  I counted 90 parents!  A big thank you to our existing parents 
who made the new parents feel so welcome, so welcome in fact that people were still here at 9.30pm chatting.   
 
Events List 
Keep an eye on the Events List attached to the fortnightly newsletter.  Dates do get changed when we have clashes 
with dates from external events. The newsletters are on our website if you need to check a date.  Always refer to the 
last newsletter.   
 
Kapahaka 
Kapahaka starts on Thursday lunch time next week.  There is an initial trial period and some girls who have signed 
up may find that they are unable to be part of it due to a clash with a sports practice.   After that, they are committed 
for the year.  Mr Hughes, who has a sound grounding in Te reo and Tikanga will be lead teacher with Mrs Kelly  
assisting.   
 
15-minute Teacher Interviews – early notice – 6th &7th March. 
Interviews: These will be held on Wednesday 6th  March  starting at 2.15pm so the school will close at 2pm.  Please 
make arrangements to collect your daughter.  The Afterschool Programme will start at 2.15pm.  Interviews will also 
be on Thursday 7th March starting at 3pm.  Boarder’s parents may wish to phone/email your daughter’s teacher to 
arrange an interview for before school on Monday morning or after 3pm on Friday afternoon.  We work hard to  
accommodate you.  More information and interview forms will come out closer to the time. 
 
Payment Schedule 
We are in the process of changing our financial provider so things are a bit messy at the moment.  As soon as things  
settle, we will get the payment schedule out.  This has been tweaked slightly to better reflect where the funds go.  The 
Board of Proprietors payment has increased by 2%.  The Board of Trustees payment has remained the same as 2018. 
 
Trees 
We are blessed to have beautiful grounds with many magnificent large trees.  This comes with its problems.  We all 
have to be vigilant when it is windy.  We remind the girls to keep away from them on windy days in case a dry twig 
comes down.  We are proactive in getting them checked and dealing to any concerns that are found.  When calling in 
on windy days, please be vigilant.   
 

Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes) 

Brenda Mackay  



Term 1  

 
February 
18th   BOT Meeting 5.30pm 
20th   Family Fun Night—5.30pm at school  
25th   Swimming Sports  - 9.30am-11.30am 
28th   House Picnic 
 
March 
4th   HPV Year 8 only   
6th   Interviews - school closes 2pm  

7th   Interviews - start 3.10pm  

13th-15th  Year 6 Camp - Columba 

20th-22nd  Year 7  Camp - Dunedin  

22nd   Zone Athletics  

25th-29th  Year 8 Camp—Deep Cove 

25th   BOT Meeting 5.30pm  

26th   Zone Athletics postponement date 

  BOP & Parents’ Assn AGM 7pm  

30th   Southland Athletics  

 

April 

3rd   Mufti 

9th   Aerobics Festival, La Muse Dance Studio 2pm 

10th   Easter Service practice   9am—10.30am  

12th   Easter Service 1.30pm First Church, Tay St 

  Last day of term 1 

 

29th   First day of term 2.  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Eilidh Gordon, Maya Preininger  
Room 2 Alysha Jennings, Sophia Warbrick-Smith, 
  Willow Harper, Kadi Cantley 
Room 3  Avé Valoa-Jack, Lucy Middlemass, 
  Kiran Gilmete, Esmé Middlebrook  
Room 4 Hazel Stevenson, Meg Scott, 
  Amaya Swale-Jones, Molly Stockman 
Room 5 Jordan King, Eva Sexton, Samara Beck, 
  Lilyana Ultee 
Room 6 Amanda Henderson, Rosa Smith, 
  Sienna Erskine, Molly Cole 
Room 7 Georgia Buchanan, Sofia Campbell-Wall, 
  Pippa Keary, Jessica Huang 
 
 
Values Cup 
1 Feb  Hannah Middlemass 
8 Feb   Madison Butler  
 

UNIFORM—WINTER KILT  Years 5—8  
 
As kilts take approximately 8 weeks to make so it’s time 
to order your daughter’s winter kilt. 
 
Order forms are available at the school office. 
 
 

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected you will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a regular basis 
payment is expected weekly. This is an excellent service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so please use it. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Hall  
The upgrade of our 95 year old 
hall is on track.   
 
It’s going to be so great when it is 
finished. 

PITA PIT 

Pita Pit online orders for  
Friday lunches have resumed. 
Go to Pita Pit website to order 
and it will be delivered to school 
for lunch on Fridays. 
Remember as per our healthy 
food procedures no juice or  
cookies.  



ROOM 1—Year 1—Mrs Jagoutz 

ROOM 2—Year 2—Mrs Kelly & Mrs  Raines 

 
 

 

Room 1 are looking refreshed and ready for the New Year.  

We welcome Eilidh to our class. 
 
We have started the year being very productive and have completed  
our self portraits and we are all in our class Waka ready to paddle  
together on our learning journey. 
 
We have been learning about our brains and how the brain is a  
muscle and gets stronger when we face challenges. We are  
working on having a positive attitude and to always “keep trying”. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   

We are off to a great start to the year and we are all getting to know each other and develop our routines. It has been  
lovely to meet so many parents at ‘Meet the Teacher’ and around the classroom. Thank you for getting notices back so 
quickly and we appreciate you taking the time to fill in the form sent home from Meet the Teacher. It gives us extra  
valuable information about your daughter.  
We are working on our “All About Me’ unit and hope to have some lovely artwork on the walls next week.  Our swan 
plants are covered in caterpillars and we have had to get extra plants to feed our growing family. Thanks to Jordi Jack 
for supplying these. Meredith McEwan has kindly donated tadpoles to our room again this year. This is a great source 
of learning and wonder for the girls.   
We will soon be starting on our science unit about how things move. If you have any expertise that you may be able to 
share with the girls, we would love to hear from you. Such things as forces and motion, wheels, cogs, pulleys, man  
powered machines etc.  
We are looking forward to catching up with you all at ‘Family Fun Night’ on the 20th of February at 5.30pm. 
 

 



ROOM 3—Years 3 & 4—Ms Wilcox-Clarke & Mrs Raines 

We are enjoying getting to know each other in 
Room 3.  The boxes that our girls have created 
at home certainly help us to learn more about 
everyone’s hobbies, interests, families and  
passions. 
Thank you for the wonderful turn out at our 
‘Meet the Teacher’ evening. For the new  
families it is really helpful to recognise friendly 
faces. We appreciate the survey comments and  
feedback. We started our formal maths lessons 
yesterday and reading groups today so by next 
week the timetable will be well underway. 
Please make sure Basic Facts containers from 
last year are returned. 
 
I hope you have heard about the living creatures 
we have in our classroom. Leah and her mother 
have kindly donated some tadpoles and are 
helping us with their care. We also have swan 
plants with caterpillars…watch this space! 
 
In a few weeks we start our inquiry topic on -How things move! We are looking for adults to share their knowledge and 
expertise on the working of simple machines (pullies/wheels/magnets). Please contact us. 
 

This is some of our writing about monarch butterflies. 
 

Monarch butterflies have a life cycle like frogs and glow worms. It goes on and on and on it never stops! Caterpillars 
love swan plants. I learnt that when a caterpillar gets into its chrysalis it is like soup.   By Isabella 
 
A butterfly stays in its chrysalis for two weeks. The butterfly has to stay inside until its wings are dried off then you can 
let it outside. You know if it’s a boy or a girl by its spots.  By Kiahli 
 
I learnt that a monarch butterflys blood pumps into its wings after it hatches. Inside its chrysalis it’s like soup. Then it 
starts to get thicker and changes in two weeks into a butterfly. After laying 400 eggs they join a swarm and head to 
Christchurch where it’s warmer.   By Morgan 
 
The first stage is that a mother butterfly lays about 400 eggs. Then they hatch into caterpillars they eat lots and grow up. 
When they are big enough they find a leaf to hook their legs onto and turn into a chrysalis. After 2 weeks you can see 
their wings and they hatch out of their chrysalis into a butterfly.   By Leah 
 
Monarch butterflies have an interesting life cycle. Stripes on the caterpillar tell other animals they are poisonous.  
Caterpillars are munching machines. Blood is pumped into the wings to make them stronger.   By Zoe S 



SPORTS NEWS 

GIRLS’ SMASH CRICKET 

SUMMER FUTSAL 

BASKETBALL 

We had James Bell the Southland Cricket Summer Development Officer hold a lunch time session 
with the girls last Friday. He will be back on Friday 15th February to hold a second session. Any girls 
who are interested in giving cricket a go can meet him at 12:20pm on the back field. 
The Girls Smash Cricket season starts in early February, so these lunch time sessions will be a great 
introduction to the sport. 

The 2018/2019 season starts again this coming Monday 11th February.  
The remaining dates are: Mondays: February 11th, 18th, 25th; March 4th, 11th ,18th. 
The parent confirmation letters went out yesterday with further information. 
Good luck for the remaining six games. 

SCHOOL SWIMMING SPORTS 

NETBALL 

WATER POLO  

The St John’s Girls’ Swimming Sports will be held on Monday 25th February from  
9:30 am - 11:30 pm at Splash Palace. The event is for all girls in Years 5 – 8 who have  
passed their 200m.   
Please feel free to come along and support your daughter.  There will be spectator  
seats available near the shallow end of the pool. Please ensure you daughter is not  
wearing any jewellery. 
Hopefully we’ve had some parents training hard over the summer break for  
the annual Year 8 v Parent Race! 

Mrs Hawke will be holding netball trials onTuesday 5th March, Wednesday 6th March, and  
possibly Thursday 7th March if needed. 
Please encourage your daughter to start practising their skills for trials. Girls who have expressed 
an interest in playing in a shooting position need to start practising regularly. 
 

Next week, Southland Water Polo are holding 'Have A Go Sessions" for Year 4-6 students, to help 
students transition from the learner’s pool to the main pool.   
The dates are 12th & 13th February 4 - 4.45pm. 

We have enough year 7/8 girls registered to be able to have two teams.  Trials will be on Tuesday 12th at 12.15pm  



REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

If anyone has taken any photos of our after school sports teams in action, please feel free to email them through to 
me as it would be nice to put some in the sports section of the newsletter when space is available.   

PHOTOS 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  

myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a St 

John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  

Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz

