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Principal’s Comments 
Tena koutou katoa—Greetings to you all. 
 
 
School Badge                                                                                                                         
We now have a school badge.  The idea came from three girls, Holly Hampton,  
Kate Goodeve and Paige McKenzie as part of an inquiry in 2016.  It was a fabulous idea.   
Initially the badge is available to purchase in Room 5 at interval for $5.  It will be available 
from the office in two weeks’ time.  We will advertise it on Facebook next week as we are 
sure many ex-students will be interested in purchasing one as there was a lot of interest in the 
Centenary badge.  No phone orders will be taken. 
 
Production 
Our intention is to hold this in our new hall IF it is finished in time.  If it is not finished, we will continue with our 
plan to hold it at Verdon College.  Obviously, this will be a last minute decision.  It will be communicated via  
Facebook, email and through the girls.   
Preparation is well under way for the production.  The first practice is tomorrow.  We need help to make  
approximately 130 pairs of harem pants.  If you can help, either to cut them out, pin or to sew, your help would be 
appreciated.  Mr Hughes and Mrs Taylor will let us know the date and time.  
 
School Trustees 
You should have received nomination forms for the Board of Trustees yesterday or if you live in the country, will be 
due to receive them in the next few days.  Nominations close on 24th May.  A pamphlet is going home with each girl 
today with some information.  If you would like more information, visit the New Zealand School Trustees  
Association (NZSTA) website. 
 
“The board of trustees has an important role in making sure every child at their school can reach their highest  
possible standard in educational achievement.”  The board receives collated data, not individual achievement. 
 
Some areas of current board responsibility include: 

-Working with the principal and consulting with staff, students and the community 
-Setting the educational goals and strategic direction of the school 
-Monitoring progress and informing parents on how the school is progressing against its annual targets and on the 

development of the students 
-Deciding how the school's funding will be spent 
-Appointing a principal and supporting the development of all staff 
-Ensuring the school is physically and emotionally safe for all students and staff, and is inclusive of and caters for 

students with differing needs 
-Overseeing the management of staff, property, finances, curriculum and administration. 
 

Please read the article from our board chair, Mrs Bryan, later in this newsletter. 
 
Teacher Only Day – School closed Wednesday 22nd May 
The school will be closed as all staff will be undertaking professional development around catering for children with 
learning difficulties.  
 
Nga mihi nui (Warm wishes)        
Brenda Mackay  
 

 



Term 2Term 2 

 

May 

16th   School Cross Country 1.30pm 

20th `  BOT Meeting 5.30pm 

22nd   Teacher only day—School Closed 

23rd   Playhouse visit 

30th   Cross Country postponement day  

31st   Young Leaders—Dunedin 

 

June 

4th   BOP Meeting 7pm  

5th   All Saints Cross Country  

  Speech Exam Year 7 

6th   Speech Exam Year 8 

7th   Speech Exam Yrs  5 & 6 

  All Saints Cross Country postponement 

11th   Mufti Day  

17th   BOT  meeting 5.30pm 

19th-20th School Production 

21st   Reports Out 

  Southland Cross Country 

25th   Sthld Cross Country postponement  

26th   Interviews - start 2pm School closes 2pm. 

27th   Interviews - start 3pm  

 

July 

5th  Last Day Term 2  

22nd   First Day Term 3  

Congratulations to the following gir ls who  
received awards recently— 
 
Room 1 Elise Davison,  Danielle King, 
  Rosie Laughton   
Room 2 Nakaysha Fraser, Kadi Cantley, 
  Alysha Jennings, Greer Macpherson 
Room 3  Zoe Laughton, Sapphira Cook, 
  Kiran Gilmete, Kiahli Brown 
Room 4 Emelia King, Alicia Purdon, 
  Matilda Stevens, Zoe Stockman 
Room 5  Emma Pope, Lindsay Black, 
  Anita White, Natalia Longman 
Room 6 Amy Brand, Holly Keary , 
  Ella Agnew, Amanda Henderson  
Room 7 Sacha McKenzie, Daisy Stewart, 
  Sophie Campbell-Wall, Di-Anne Keast 
 
Values Cup 
12 April Jordan King 
3 May  Meah Somerville 

SIGNING IN AND OUT 

 
Everyone coming into the school must sign in at the office 
please. 
If you’re dropping something off for your daughter please 
do not take it to the classroom or cloakbay.  Leave it at 
the office for your daughter to collect. 
If your daughter is leaving the school for an appointment 
she must report out and back in at the office also.    
 
This is a health and safety matter as we must know where 
your daughter is at all times, and who is on the school 
grounds.     

AFTERSCHOOL CARE PROGRAMME 

This programme operates every day after school from 3.15 
to 5.15pm.  Girls can attend on a daily or permanent basis. 
If your daughter attends on a casual basis it is expected 
you will pay on the day.  If your daughter attends on a 
regular basis payment is expected weekly. This is an  
excellent  service offered to the school by Mrs Wilson so 
please use it. 

PITA PIT LUNCHES—New Offer 
Pita Pit now offer bacon and pulled pork with their lunch  
options.  They are $3.00 each. 

SCHOOL CAR PARKS—REMINDER  
Please do not use the school car parks for picking up and 
dropping off your daughters unless you are a boarder  
parent. 
Please remind grandparents and caregivers who also drop 
off and pick up girls. 
 
We also ask that you are considerate of neighbours and 
don’t park over, or too close to their driveways. 
 
Thank you.  



ROOM 1—Year 1—Mrs Jagoutz 

Room 1 has grown. We welcome Danielle and Rosie to our class. They both have big sisters at the school and have 
been very excited to be at St John’s with their older siblings.    
This term we are learning about looking after ourselves and staying healthy. We have been enjoying playing in the  
doctor’s surgery. We have been making one another feel better and taking telephone messages.     

                                    
 
Room 1 spent some time outside with bouncy balls to test out forces. We used a big push to make the balls bounce 
high. It was funny when Mrs Jagoutz was concentrating on taking photos and the balls landed on her head! 

ROOM 2 - Year 2 & 3— Mrs Dawkins & Mrs Raines 

I am thoroughly enjoying my time in Room 2.  We know Mrs Kelly will be having some great experiences and we all 
look forward hearing her news.  The girls are in excellent routines and all working hard in her absence. 
Autumn has been our writing focus and we have explored how our senses give us many opportunities for descriptive 
writing. Our Autumn poems are beautiful.  See some poems below. 
We have also painted trees using the sponging method to include the seasonal colours of red, orange, yellow and gold. 
We are looking at healthy eating, recognising different food groups and knowing which foods we should eat a lot of 
and which foods are best in moderation.  
It has been fascinating finding out about magnets and we are amazed that we can feel the magnetic force field.  We 
are learning to sort magnetic and non magnetic materials. 
In maths our focus is on addition and subtraction.  I am impressed with the way the girls can transfer their number 
knowledge to problem solve successfully. 
Great work girls! 
  
Fresh dew drops hanging from spider webs. 
Crackling bonfires on the farm. 
Crusty, crunchy leaves piled up high. 
Dew dripping onto flower petals and leaves 
Making them a touch damp. 
Autumn tastes like crab apple jelly 
Sliding off my tongue. 
By Sophie Warbrick-Smith  

 

 

Autumn is….. 
Red, orange, yellow 
A colourful flying carpet 
Hedgehog sniffing and snuffling 
In the leaves 
Lots of twirling and swirling 
Rotten wood and wet leaves 
Hot cocoa and coffee. 

By Amelia  



ROOM 4—Years 4 & 5—Miss Smillie 

ROOM 3 - Yrs 3 & 4 - Ms Wilcox-Clarke & Mrs Raines  

It was lovely to see our girls back after the holidays all rested and excited to see their classmates. The girls have written 
and published their fun holiday experiences and these are now displayed on our wall. Please come in and enjoy reading 
everyone’s efforts. You will also see our attractive handwriting. Mrs Hawke is impressed with Room 3’s handwriting. 
She takes them each week for a formal lesson and is impressed with their improvements.  
We have started Term 2 with a hiss and a roar by learning our multiplication and division times tables. Thank you for 
the support at home mastering x10 x5 x2 tables. New learning on division (equal sharing) is ongoing in class. Some 
girls have mastered these tables and are now working towards learning tables expected to be mastered in Year 5. 
Next Thursday is cross country. Parents are welcome. We have our fingers and toes crossed for good weather.  
On Wednesday we have Playhouse actors coming to entertain us. We hope to learn some acting tips to improve our 
own skills as it not long till Production in Week 8. 
Wishing our marvellous mothers a happy day on Sunday 

The term is flying already. We have been busy and the term is going to become even busier. 
We are looking forward to our production and there is a lot of work to do in the next several weeks. The songs are  
sounding amazing already and it’s going to be a show you don’t want to miss. 
Room 4 have been sewing Tic Tac Toe bags. They are little travel games of noughts and crosses. We have been learning 
hand stitching skills and how to thread a needle, which has proven to be quite frustrating for some. We have also learnt 
the importance of not leaving needles sitting on the couch. Ouch! 
The class has become quite competent in back-stitch, running-stitch, over-stitch, blanket-stitch and sewing on buttons. 
Any mending needing done at home? You now have a little expert. 



ROOM 6 - Year 7 - Ms Hawke 

ROOM 5 - Year 8 - Mr Hughes 

It is wonderful seeing everyone back refreshed and ready for 
an exciting term.  Mr Hughes has put us all into turbo mode 
and the work and looming deadlines are coming at us fast! 
Many of us learnt our production lines off by heart over the 
holiday break.  It was a huge task but it will make the  
blocking of our scenes much easier and more  
meaningful.  Our rehearsals started late this week and while 
it is tricky not having the hall to rehearse in, we are making 
do!  The props list has been made available to us on Drive 
and some of us have even starting sourcing some of the 
things we need. 
Our statistical investigations are due this week and it would 
appear that we are all on track to meet the deadline.  It has 
been so much easier this time as it is the second investigation 
we've completed.  This has allowed us to explore topics that 
are more complex. 
Many of us started a phonics programme this week. While 
we felt a little strange doing spelling tests with bogus words 
and making sounding words aloud, the benefits are showing 
already.  Other girls in the class have sunk their teeth into a 
novel assignment and are using every available minute to tick tasks off!  
The PALs (Physical Activity Leaders) have started their lunchtime activities for other girls in the school to join in 
with.  This is a big learning curve and they are working hard to communicate expectations to the school and promote the 
work they are doing.  It will be great to see their confidence develop as the term progresses. 
Check out the photo of our pastel enlargement of the values wall on the tennis court. We are pretty chuffed with it.   
We were each given a 5x5cm picture last term and we had to recreate the piece of the photo onto a 30x30cm 
square.  When we put it all together we were amazed.  Mr Hughes plans to enter the piece into the Polyfest art  
competition.  

Welcome back to term two.  The girls are looking well rested after a lovely Easter break and holiday.  Room 6 are  
already working extremely hard this term and are now focusing on preparing for cross country next week, and  
completing their statistical investigations and speech exam boards.  A lot of effort is placed into these areas and it is 
wonderful to see the girls persevere through the challenges and step out of their comfort zones.  We have also started 
preparing for our ‘Ali Baba and the Bongo Bandits’ production which will be show cased in Week 8 of this term.  The 
production has been cast and girls have already begun to learn their lines.  It is a big undertaking to put on a  
production and we will be very focused on producing an entertaining and enjoyable show.  We will keep you up to date 
with requirements regarding props and costumes.  The girls are very excited about our production and we look forward 
to seeing them shine.  
Our class is also involved in a health, drug and alcohol education programme this term. This is a valuable unit as it 
supports your own efforts to keep your child healthy.  It provides our students with knowledge and skills so they are 
able to make informed choices to be drug free in the future.   
 
Room 6 are also working on creating pyjama pants in 
clothing technology.  We have learnt all about the 
sewing machine and are now able to independently 
thread the machines.  They have completed a number 
of tasks to obtain their sewing machine drivers licence 
and are really enjoying applying these sewing skills 
and knowledge into the creation of their pyjama pants.  
It is lovely to see the girl’s enthusiasm towards  
sewing and we look forward to completing and  
showcasing our completed garments this term. 
 
 
 
             
 
 



Board of Trustees: News from the chair. 
 
Well this is the final news from the current BOT. As you are all hopefully aware, elections are upon us. By now you 
should have received your nomination forms. For those of you willing to challenge yourselves and donate time and  
energy to ensuring St John’s ongoing success, please hand them into the office by noon on  24th May. It is a very  
rewarding position to hold and as well as providing some challenges, it not only lets you put your skills to good use, 
but helps to enhance them too. Please consider your ability to contribute, I look forward to a rush of nominations! 
 
On behalf of the BOT I’d like to thank you for your support over our term of governance. We have really appreciated 
your feedback. 
 
Keri Bryan 
021 441 085 

ROOM 7 - Year 6 -  Mrs Taylor  

ICAS EXAMS 
We continually review the extra opportunities we offer the girls at school to ensure they are valuable, in terms of cost 
and also that they are worthy of taking the girls out of class. 
This year ICAS has moved to an online format with a 50%+ increase in price. This made us re-evaluate the benefit of 
the girls sitting the ICAS exams.  We were aware that the number of girls choosing to participate has decreased sig-
nificantly in the last few years. Historically we thought it was a valuable experience for the girls to sit an external 
exam but nowadays, every girl sits many standardised tests such as e-asTTle (mathematics, reading and writing) and 
PAT tests) mathematics, reading, vocabulary, punctuation and grammar and sometimes listening and these are  
conducted under the same conditions as the ICAS exams. 
We have decided that the exams are not valuable for your girls or for their teachers.  They don’t provide us with any 
additional information about your daughter as a learner, and they are disruptive to the class programmes so as a    
result of this review process we have decided not to continue with ICAS exams. 
 

Air tracks Competition 
Recently, following a suggestion from the Parents’ Association, I looked into purchasing some air tracks for the PE 
and dance department.  They are very expensive but one of our wonderful Parent’s Association members has shared 
a competition with us.  All we have to do is ‘like’ the page on Facebook. The school with the most likes, wins.  Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page and ‘like’ the page.  Please share it with your friends too.  It would be fantastic to win 
this! 

In English we have just finished exploring homophones and now it’s an activity in our “word of the week” worksheet. 
We have also been working on short and long vowel sounds and how to identify them. In maths we have started adding 
and subtracting negative numbers, which we are still working on. 
 
Room 7 are the Bongo Bandits in the production and we are learning our bandit song. In our ‘forces’ inquiry we were 
learning about cogs and how they work in together as gears. We found out how they work together to keep vehicles 
working. This week we are carrying out an experiment to answer our question, “Which terrain should the bikers use: 
concrete, mud, tarmac, or wet concrete?” (WHICH PATH is our title.) First we got some toy trucks and tied some 
string to the front of the truck so the force meter could be attached.  We measured the force needed to pull our trucks 
up each of the different terrains. We now need to analyse our results and send out recommendations to the scientists we 
are helping. 
 
In art we are finishing our colourful Kandinsky art which comprises of an assortment of different sized shapes (which 
are looking fabulous by the way). 
In speech we have nearly finished our speech boards and we are going to choose what part of our novel we are going to 
read from. We have also been learning the poems chosen for speech. Our exam is only a month away!  Cross country is 
coming up next week and we are all training hard (wink wink).  
We have started health this term as well and are finding out how our bodies change as we enter puberty. We are  
allowed to giggle but have to use the correct terms for our body parts! 
So you can see how busy we have been and it’s only week 2. 
 
Di-Anne and Jessica 



SPORTS NEWS 

CROSS COUNTRY  **CHANGE OF DATE** 

SOUTHLAND SCHOOLS’ SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

HOCKEY 

Our school cross country will now be held on Thursday 16th May (next Thursday) at Queens Park (opposite  
Avenal Street), from 1:30pm – 3:00pm.  The postponement day will be Thursday 30th May from 1:30pm – 3:00pm. 
All the girls participate in our school wide cross country and to ensure this event runs smoothly we require some  
parental help.  An email notice went home earlier this week requesting help with marshalling the course. Thank you 
to the parents who have offered to help. Please consider putting your name forward so this event can run smoothly, as 
I still need approximately 10 parents.   
If you are able to help you can email me sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz , or fill out the online registration, available 
via our school website – click here  https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96876 
or you can use the SPORTY NZ app.  

Our congratulations to the following girls who came away with some very impressive results at the championships 
held at Splash Palace on Sunday 7th April. Well done girls!!! 
 
McKenzie Bennett  Age 11 Girls 50m Freestyle  - 1st  
Lindsay Black   Age 12 Girls 50m Backstyle  - 3rd  
Shakayla Brown   Age 10 Girls 25m Butterfly  - 3rd  
Shakayla Brown   Age 10 Girls 25m Breaststroke  - 1st  
Emmerson Dickson  Age 10 Girls 25m Backstroke  - 2nd  
Emmerson Dickson  Age 10 Girls 25m Butterfly  - 1st  
Emmerson Dickson  Age 10 Girls 25m Freestyle  - 2nd    
Emmerson Dickson  Age 10 Girls 25m Breaststroke  - 3rd  
Grace Pope    Age 10 Girls 25m Backstroke  - 3rd  
Grace Pope    Age 10 Girls 25m Freestyle  - 1st  
Grace Pope    Age 10 Girls 25m Breaststroke - 2nd   
Mixed 100 Freestyle Year 6 & Under Relay (Shakayla Brown, Emmerson Dickson, Grace Pope and  
Olive Rutledge) - 1st  
Mixed 100 Medley Year 6 & Under Relay - 1st  

The hockey season started this week and runs for 13 weeks. We have 35 girls playing in various grades and wish 
them all well. 
Hockey game times: 
Year 1/2 3.45pm 
Year 3/4  3:45pm or 4.20pm (check the draw each week – link below) 
Year 5/6  4.55pm, 5.40pm or 6.20pm (check the draw each week – link below)  
https://www.sporty.co.nz/IHA/Primary-School-Hockey-1/Yr-5-6-Draw-Key-Info 
 
Please remember that only children playing and their coach are to be on the turf. All spectators are to stay behind the 
fence. Hockey Southland staff will be policing this, as it is a health and safety matter.  

Please ensure your daughter is organised for all weathers as sometimes it is very cold!  Please ensure your daughter 
has her full PE uniform (sweatshirt and track pants) and jacket.  Girls may wear thermals including long sleeved ones 
if it is very cold.  I recommend the junior girls have extra layers as they will be standing around for longer than the 
others.  You are the best judge as to what extra layers your daughter needs.     
Girls will not be running in their sweatshirt or microfleece as they will get hot and will need to put them on when 
they finish.  A woolly hat is a good option to put on after the race too.   
Gumboots are a great option for parents as it is often wet under foot. 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96876
https://www.sporty.co.nz/IHA/Primary-School-Hockey-1/Yr-5-6-Draw-Key-Info


REPRESENTATIVE NEWS  

INDOOR BOWLS (Years 7—13) 

TABLE TENNIS  

BASKETBALL 

If your daughter has made a representative team or has excelled in her sport, please remember to inform either  
myself or Mrs McEntyre in the school office so we can acknowledge it in the newsletter. If they participated in a  
St John’s Girls’ School sports team we will note this for end of year achievement certificates and for Y7/8 stripes.  
Thank you.  My email is sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz 

NETBALL 

It is Finals Night next Tuesday 14th May for the Junior High basketball competition. I would like to wish St John’s 
Celtics well as they play off for first v second in the Girls A Grade. I would like to acknowledge  Mrs Tara Lawlor 
and Kathy and Sue White who have been the girls dedicated coaches this season. Many thanks for your  
encouragement of the girls and taking weekly practices at school. We really appreciate your support. 

We have 65 girls involved in netball this season. The season started this week. Our two  
Year 5/6 teams played on Tuesday afternoon and the futureFERNS Year 1-4 girls started on 
Thursday afternoon. This Saturday and Sunday our four Junior High teams play a mini  
grading tournament. We wish the girls and their coaches well. 

We have entered Jessica Huang and Di-Anne Keast into the primary school’s competition 
which started on Thursday 9th May.  
We have entered two teams in the Junior High competition which started on Tuesday 8th May: 
St John’s Topspin:  Lindsay Black and Asha Dickson 
St John’s Spinners:  Sara Reynolds and Abigail Hunter 
Good luck girls! 

WATER POLO 

COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTICES 

Registrations are now open and close on Wednesday 29th May. If your daughter has expressed an interest in playing, 
please register by clicking here https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96898  
Alternatively go to our school website ‘After School Sport’ > ‘Term 3 Sport’ or register via the SPORTY NZ app. 

Please keep your water polo cards in a safe place or return them to Mrs Smith for safe keeping 
until the season starts up again.  
 
 

WATER POLO TRAINING TIMES:  Below is the training timetable for  our  Southland Squads which star ts 
next week. 

Players that are interested can register online at Southland Water Polo or just turn up.  https://www.sporty.co.nz/
southlandwaterpolo/Representative-1/Registration-1 
 
Monday 7.30—9.00pm       Wednesday 7.30—9.00pm       Friday 3.45—5.00pm            Friday 5.00-6.30pm 
  Whole Deep End                        Half Deep End                         Whole Deep End                Whole Deep End___ 
   U16/U18                                            U14                                        U12                                 U14, U16, U18 
  girls & boys                                   girls & boys                                                                         girls & boys 

mailto:sports@stjohnsgirls.school.nz
https://www.sporty.co.nz/viewform/96898
https://www.sporty.co.nz/southlandwaterpolo/Representative-1/Registration-1
https://www.sporty.co.nz/southlandwaterpolo/Representative-1/Registration-1

